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11 1 Beraten Et Hatred : 
which the Truths of the Got- 5 
- pel meet with Hom the World. 
are particularly foretold. 

Ws But unhappily, thro a moſt injurious 7. 
a Rctriction of thok Declarations which 
e 

| / 


World, and the Wiſdom. of God revealed 


| dering © what their Pre; udices. reſpectively 
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ſpeak of Mens Hatred of the Truth of Gad, 


Nations, the Senſe and Intention of theſe. 


Scriptures is well nigh loſt; and the Doc- 
trines of Salvation, with their Defenders, 
are often condemned, without Examina- 
tion, now, as they uſed to be of old; becauſe 
much diſliked and too generally reviled. 
It ſeems, therefore, an Attempt ma 
becoming” every Perſon, who feels the leaſt 
Degree, either of Zeal for the Succeſs of , 
the Goſpel, or love to thoſe, who live in 
Subjection to it, to prove the unchangeable 
Contrariety between the Wiſdom of the 


* 


in his Goſpel. * 
The Text affords us a fair perle 
to evince this Truth, by informing us of 
the Reception of the Goſpel, in the e- 
ginning, amongſt Jews and Gentiles.---It . 
was a Stumbling-Block th the one, and 
Fooliſhneſs to the other. And: by conſi- 


y 5 


were againſt it, there will ariſe abundant. 
Proof, that theſe Prejudices are only in 
ſome Degree abated and n. but 1 in 
no wiſs aboliſhed, Eh Lot Bat Gn cixpoon 
7 2 ons A 5 mp | LF To 
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SERMON I. 3 
To f preach Chriſt crucified, is to main» 


tain as inculcate, that. by his Blood ſhed 


on the Croſs, when in the Sinner's ftead 
he ſubſtituted! his own Divine Perſon, A- 
tonement was made for Sin: That he pur- 
chaſed the Church to himſelf, by thus giv- 
ing his Life a Ranſom for it: And that on- 
ly in Virtue of this Sacrifice, and the Of- 
fice of Mediator, which he ſuſtains in 


Conſequence thereof, is God the Father 


propitious to any Sinner, to give him now 


Repentanee, and Faith; Pardon, and Peace; 


Power to conquer Sin; and e by 
ternal Life. | 
Theſe Particulars, at leaſt, are ELON in s 


the Preaching of Chriſt crucified. Now the 


Prejudices of the Jews againſt it, were 
violent on ſeveral Accounts.--Earthly and 
ſenſual in their Affections, they looked for 


2 Meſſiah, grand and more than royal. 


When behold, Jeſus appears, who had 
been known to put his Hand to the Nail, 
and his Right-hand tothe Workman's Ham- 
mer, a Carpenter, the Son of a Carpenter, 
Mark vi. 3. The Meſſiah they expected 
was to break from off their Necks the Ro- 
inn, as Moſes had done before the Egyp- 

e tian 


f 
„ 


g 
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tian Vöke.—-But Jeſus they behold But. 
Jetted, ſpit upon, and crucified. | 


"To preach therefore this poor Nan s a 


he Almighty Saviour, in whoſe Life and 


Death, the earthly and ſenſual could fee 


nothing but Diſzrace; and Miſery; and 


Faith in his atoning Blood, as the only 
Means of Reconciliation to God; was a 
Sturnbling-Block, a Doctrine Ney could 
not get over. The more it was preſſed, 
the more it offended their groſs Apprehen- 
ſions. And to this Day, their Poſterity are 
wont to expreſs their blaphemous Rancour 


_ againſt the Divine Jeſus, by _ — 


that Fellow that was hanged. 
But let not this Kind of Prejudice, 1 


thought peculiar to either ancient or mo- 


dern Jews, and reſtrained to them on- 


ly. Since it is: natural to the human 
Heart, and the Cauſe of that open Con- 


tempt ſhewn to the Precepts of Jeſus 


Chriſt Why are they generally diſre- 
garded? Why is Subjection to them vilified 


ds a grievous Reſtraint? It is becauſe in 
the Apprehenſion of unregenerate Men, the 
Lord who gave them, is {till as poor, 0 


in the Days of his Fleſh. No Man by a 


hering to him with Simplicity, and godly 


Sincerity, 


S ERM ON I. NF 
Bincerity, can hope to riſe to the enyied 
Summit of his Profeſſion, to make the 
ſpeedieſt Acquiſitions in Wealth by Trade 
and Merchandize, or ſtand high in E- 
ſteem amongſt Men. One of this Cha- 
racter, on the contrary, reproaching many 
by his uniform, zealous Piety, muſt paſs 
through evil Report. He muſt forego 
not à few Opportunities of Gain or Ad. 
vancement, by various Methods, which 
others, unconcerned about their Chriſtian 
Character and Intereſt, will not ſcruple 
and be content with ſuch a Situation or 
Proviſion in Life, as will conſiſt with a 
perſevering, 2 R aithfulneſs- 29 
His Lord and Saviour. 
Was Jeſus a 3 as well as a oi 
ritual King, a little more like the Meſſiah 
fondly expected by the Seed of Abraham 
after the Fleſh, then there would be ſome 
Senſe and Wiſdom in exalting his Name, 
and ſeeking his Friendſhip;---As i it is, We 
have no King, ſay the World, but Cæſar. 
This Man ſhall not rule over us. Now | 
every Degree of Prejudice againſt the Do: 
 Arines-of Chriſt, on this Account, is of the 
Foes 4 Kind, as that of the „ e 
Mic i n 1 Preach - 
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5 S ER MON I. 
II. Preaching Ohrift crucified; was 2 
Stumbling-Block to the Jews, as it pro- 
poſed a Method of Salvation, utterly hate - 
ful to Men, who had ſuch proud Conceits 
of the Merit of their own Obedience. 
They ſought Salvation by the Works of 
the Law, Rom. ix. 32. Many of them, 
Who were delivered from their baſe- born 
Prejudices againſt the Meanneſs of the San / 
viour's Perſon ; many who had a Zeal for 
God, ſo as to be exemplary and holy in 
their Converſation, went about, we are 
told, to eſtabliſh this their own Righte- 
ouſneſs, as the Foundation of their eternal 
Hopes, the Ground of their Acoeptance 
with God. Under this ista Miftes, Fun- 
cerning the Merit of their own Righteouſ- 
© neſs, and perſonal Virtue, to hear Pardon 
of Sin and Acceptance of thoſe, who: had 
been moſt enormous in N a- 
cribed to Faith in the Name of Jefus '; to 
Bear it preached, that to the Ungodly and 
him that worketh not, (i. e. by way of 
making Atonement and Compenſation for 
his Sins) but believeth on him that juſtie 
muß ebe Ungodly, bis Faith is counted to 
bim for Righteouſneſs; what Was this, 
in their Opinion, but to make Chriſt the 


Mine 
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Miniſter of Sin? What, but to encourage 
Men to ſerve their own wicked L. ſts, 
- whilſt 1 confident of eſcaping all Pu liſh- 
ment, by believing on the Name of Chriſt. 
They blackened the Chriſtians therefore as 
a Sect, who thought themſelves at Liberty, 
to do what was good in their own Eyes; 
and who looſened the Obligations to Obe- 
dience, by reconciling the an of we 
with the Bleffing of Salvation. 
': And does not the very ſame Prejudice as 
ſtrongly rule in every unconverted Heart? 
Are not all Men, as well as the Jews, 
naturally apt td: place their Dependance for 
Mercy and Acceptance with God, on the 
Merit of their own Juſtice, Sobriety, Be- 
nevolence, and Regard to the Duties of 
private and public Prayer; ! 
As theſe Things, muſt in no wiſe be 
neglected, and when performed on a right 
Principle, are well-pleafing to God: Hou 
many alas! ſubſtitute this their imperfect 
Obedience in the room of that Foundation 
. which God hath laid in Zion; and depend 
on what they call a moral good Life, 
(though it fall ſhamefully ſnort of that 
compleat Character) to recommend them 
500 * not on the Blood of the Covenant, 
N B 4 not 
| 


| 


8 $ ERMON I. 
not on him, whoſe Name is called the 
Lor our Righteouſneſs, Jer. Xxxiii. 16. 
The whole Body of Papiſts openly 
maintain the Merit of Works; and Mul- 
titudes amongſt the Reformed, are to 

be found, who, .departing from the very 

Principle of the Reformation, are poiſoned 
with this Error. -An Error highly ſoothing 
to the proud independent Spirit of fallen 
Man, flattering his Vanity, by leſſening the 
diſtance between God and him, and making 


iim imagine he can enter, as it were, in- 


to Treaty with his Creator, and for ſo 
much Work done in his Service, account 
himſelf entitled to fo much Wages. 
Io all Men, who thus extravagantly over- 
| et Performances, to preach Chriſt 
crucified, as the only meritorious: Cauſe of 
dur cibtaining the leaſt Mercy; to prove, that 
we are juſtified freely, thro!the Redemption 
chat is in Jeſus, and taved by Grace, through 
Faith: That the only Entrance into the 
true living Church of Chriſt, is a Renun- 
ciation of Self- rightebuſneſs, an Heart - felt 
Convigten, that we have no more Title, 
but through Chriſt, to the leaſt of 
Favuour rem God, than a Murderer hath to 
W Benefits of Society; this to the ſober and 


by a exter- 
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externally religious, who boaſt, like the 
Phariſee, of their o.πͤ n good Qualities, is 
a Stumbling-Block ; a Doctrine irkſome 
and galling . becauſe it ſtrips them 
of every Plea to Juſtification in them- 
ſelves; reduces them to the ſame Neceſ- 
ſity of begging for Pardon and Grace, in 
the Name of Jeſus, and on Account of 
what he has done and ſuffered; as thoſe, 
whom they looked upon as Sinners ſo much 
beyond themſelves, even unn and 
Harlots. | 
Such a > wr is his Doe- 
rr profeſſed Members of the 
Church of England, -(whoſe Service is full 
of it from one End to the * other) are yet 
incenſed at it.---They vilify it as a licenti- 
ous Doctrine, unfriendly to Morality, and 
an Enemy to good Works. As if the O- 
bedlience of Faith was not more fruit- 
ful, than what any Man can produce whoſe 
Spirit is lifted 1 withia bin 4 uif all Righ- 
ES TT Nati? teouſneſs 


þ © 8 8 * 


* There is | not « one 5 _ in the whole Li- 
urgy, Which is not offered up in the Na e of, or imme- 
diately directed to, the Son of God. And in thoſe fo- 
lemn Words, with which a Bread and 
Wine are delivered to (ach Communicant, the Do- 
trine of Salvation by Chriſt alone, is moſt affectionatę- 


** taught. 
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4couſneſs, Goodnels, and Truth, could not 
- be effoctually enforced as the Fruit of the 
long to Chrift, unleſs the Blood of his 
- Croſs was made of none Effect: And there 
was no Method of ſecuring the Practice of 
univerſal Holineſs, which did not deſtroy, 
or obſcure, the unſearchable * of 0 
. Grace of Chriſt. | 
Yet ſo unwilling is every Man to n 
Ferre with God, TY an habitual Senſe, 
that he muſt always, and entirely ſtand be- 
holden: for every Degree of Favour, Aſ- 
ſiſtanee, and comfortable Hope, to the me- 
ritorious Performances of another, - confeſ- 
ling he is in himſelf, nothing, but Sin and 
Mliſery: That Thouſands, and ten Thou- 
ſiands who: repeat the Chriſtian Creed, take 
Offence at this prime Article of it, till by 
a true Knowledge of their inner Man, they 
. and hates ren enn, _ 
II. 15 1 Chriſt eee was to 
ao Jews. a Stumbling-Block, becauſe ac- 
cortling to this Doctrine, they conceived 
themlelyes bound to allow Gop was mani- 
_ feſtintheFleſh, or if they doubted whether 
"mo en ee 1 were a. 
4 red 


SERMON I. r 
ted to truſt in a crucified Man, for Salva - 
tion. Either of theſe they eſteemed e- 
qually impious,---for the Command of 
their Law was, that they ſhould have no 
Similitude of Gop; and that, curſed was 
every one, who truſted in an Arm of 
Fleſh. Unleſs they ſearched the Scripture, 
therefore, with a truly humble Mind, and 
underſtood the Voice of their own great 
Prophet, / ſaying, the Son, which the Vir- 
gin ſhould conceive, ſhould be called In. 
manuol, 1. e. Gop with us, and that the 
Child born unto us, was alſo the Mighty 
Go; they could not but burn with Indig- 
nation, to hear it preach'd, That there was 
no ober Name given under Heaven, ubereby 
Men muſt be ſaved, but the Name of the Lord 
Feſus. It was Blaſphemy in their Ears to 
hear the Power, and Glory of the Re- 
deemer thus magnified, as given for Salva 
tion, to the Ends of the Earth.— * 
And is not the true and proper Divi- 
nity- of Chriſt, caſt out by very many to 
this Day? He muſt be a Stranger to the 
faſhionable Sentiments, and the beſt re- 
ceived Writers of the preſent Age, who 
doth not know, what a Stone of Stum- 
enn a Rock of Offence it is, to de- 


clare 
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clare that Gon hath purchaſed the Church 
with his a Blood. Nay many, after de- 
nying for a time the Divinity of Chriſt, 
come at length to renounce the, atoning 8a- 
crifice he made by his Death, and to think 
of Gods only begotten Son, that he lived 
and. died only for our Example. 
Faving thus proved the Parallel between 
me Objections of the Jews, to the Preach- 
ing of Chxiſt crucified, and thoſe which art 
Mill made, by Men of carnal Minds: 1 pro- 
cced to ſhew why this Doctrine was to 
the Greeks Fooliſhneſs, and ſtill continues 
to be ſo to Men of like Vino dos 
The Greeks were the mo ad an 
| poliſhed of all Nations. en + in every 
Part of Science; Debate and free Enquiry 
were carried on ton gteat Height, till 
an univerſal Scepticiſm was eſtabliſned. 
Now: to Men of this Character and Com- 
plexion, the Preaching of Chriſt cruciſied | 
Was Fooliſhneſs, i. e. a Scheme only: wor- 
thy to be laughed at: Too abſutd for Men 
af; Underſtanding and good Senſe to re- 
ceive on- Much of the marvelloui was to 
be fopncch in the Hiſtory of their own fabu 
lous Cods, but nothing (they thought) 
more wad! and 1 than this, 
„ "that 
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chat one Who was declared to be i in the 
Form of God, ſhould take upon him the 
Form of a Servant, and die the infamous 
| Death of a Malefactor: And that Life and 
Salvation ſhould be obtained by ſucha Death, 
for all who ſhould ever truſt in his Name. 
Void of any juſt Senſe of the Nature and 
Sinfulneſs of Sin, or the worth of their 
own immortal Souls, theſe Things ſeemed 
repugnant to Reaſon and common Senſe. 
Now of theſe Greeks, Men wile and in- 
fallible 1 in their own' Conceit, there are ſtill 
a numerous Generation, Men who proud- 
ly take upon them to define, what is fit 
and reaſonable for the Omniſcient to do; 
who bind him down to reveal nothing 
which they find not in themſelves a Diſpo- 
ſition to receive: Who inſtead of humbly 
ſubmitting their Underſtanding to the Ora- 
cles of God, take or refuſe what Part 
of them, ſuits with, or offends their pre- 
conceived Opinions. To ſuch Perſons, un- 
awakened to any due Senſe of Sin, or their 
own Demerit, the Doctrine of Chriſt cru- 
cified is Fooliſhneſs. Theſe argumentative, 
free Enquirers (as they vauntingly call 


3 * declare, that to ſuppoſe 
the 
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the Son d God offered himſelf up by tho 
eternal Spirit, as a proper vicarious Sacri- 
fice ; that he ſuffered the Fuft for the Unjuf 
bearing our Sins in his own Body on the 
Tree, is an Aﬀront to Man's Reaſon, and 
a Reflection on the Goodneſs of God. 


They lay therefore another Foundation for 


their eternal Hopes, and final Acceptance-- 
their own perſonal Virtue-- and explode, as 
one moſt reproachful Branch of ſyſtemati- 


cal Divinity, that firſt Article of the Chri- 


ſtian Creed, Salvation by Faith in his 
Blood, whom God hath ſet forth to be a 
Propitiation for Sin. 
Theſe -are the principal Reaſons, wh 
the preaching of Chriſt crucified was f 
old a Stumbling-Block to the Jews, and is 
ſtill fo, to every one who is governed by 


an earthly, or a ſelf-righteous Spirit; why it 


peared at firſt Fooliſnneſs to the Grecks, 
and does the ſame ſtall to all who like them, 
reje& every Doctrine they cannot meaſure 
with the Line of their Reaſon. And from 
the obſtinate Prejudices both of Jews and 
Greeks, againſt this Doctrine of Salvation by 
the Croſs of Chriſt, there ariſes, I would 
chſerve in paſſing, a compleat Demonſtra- 
84 | tion 
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non of the Divine Original of the Goſ- 
pel. Had the Jews thankfully receidedk 
it, in General, as the Power and Wiſdom of 
God, the Heathen World of old, with much 
Appearance of Truth, and our baptized 
Apoſtates, would now with Triumph have 

urged the Objection, that the whole Hiſtory 
of Jeſus, was framed amongſt themſelves, and 
then eaſily propagated, where no Enemies 
were preſent to canvaſs and detect the For- 
gery. Or had the Heathen World imme“ 
diately bowed down before the glorious 
Goſpel--its Eſtabliſhment, would have been 
no ſufficient Evidence of its ne | 
C 
But when we ſee it, ſmall in its Begin 
a 8 as the Seed of Muſtard, yet ſhoot- 
ing forth in the Midſt of the moſt ſett- 
led Contempt and bitter Hatred, ſpreading 
its Branches far and wide, tho abhorred by 
the Jews as Blaſphemy againſt their God, 
deſpiſed by the Wiſe and Philoſophic, and 
outraged by the People: What more ſa- 
tisfactory Proof could we aſk or deſire, 
that the glorious God maintained it, as his 
own Cauſe, and marching before it, made 
3 it, to run and be glorified, till 
* Nov it 
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it reached' from one End of. n Earth 
unto the other.. 

How worthy it was of a Protection 
ad Succeſs, will appear, from a due Con- 
ſideration of the ſecond Part of the Text, 
which teaches us, that however proud, 
earthly Minds, may reject, or deſpiſe the 
Preaching of Chriſt crucified, he is in 


this character to them that are called, i. e. 


who hear the Voice of the Son of God, 
commanding them to believe, and obey, 
He is to them, the Power of God, and n 


Wiſdom of God. 
The Power of God, th. in. his 


Mediatorial Tranſactions, in the Eſtabliſm- 


ment of his Goſpel, and in the preſent Ef- 
ficacy of his Grace on the Hearts of all 


them that believe, a Power truly and pro- 


perly Divine, ſhews forth itſelf in him. No- 


thing leſs than the Power of God, they are 
| — could make him ſtrong enough 
to bear their Sins in his own Body on the 
ä Tree, and by that one Oblation of Himſelf, 


make Atonement for them.--Nothing leſs. 
than Almighty Power, could bring together 


in one, what in Nature ſeem as widely, and 
as neceſſarily remote, as the Eaſt fam the 
Weſt -A finful Rebel, and a Sin-hating 

God, 


»4 
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God; and by the Blood of his RA TTTER 
Peace between them. 
Chriſt crucified, is to them thus are call 
ed, the Power of God, | becauſe in this 
Character, he eſtabliſhed his Kingdom up- 
on the Necks of his Enemies, againſt the 
combined Force, Malice, and Cruelty of a 
World dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins---No 
ſooner was the Word of this Salvation by 
the Blood of his Croſs, received, then the 
Priſoners of the God of this World were 
ſet free---even Thouſands, whoſe religious 
Rites were execrable---who were ſuch ab- 
ſolute Vaſſals as to offer their Sons and their 
Daughters unto Devils; no ſooner did they 
hear the joyful Tidings of a Saviour- cru- 
cified for them, then they were tran- 
flated from under the Power of Satan in- 
to the Kingdom of God's dear Son. And 
from the Strength of their Chains, and the 
tyrannous Dominion their Enemies held 
over them, they plainly faw, the Author 
of their Deliverance, Was the n of 
unto Salvation. a 
III. Chriſt crucified is to din envi are 
called the Power of God, becauſe he 
worketh mightily by his Spirit to change 
and renew their Hearts, who receive this 
C Doctrine. 
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Doctrine. Anger, Pride, and Stubborneſs of 
Will, are ſubdued bythe Knowledge of him. 
All their inordinate Affections and evil Con- 
cupiſence are mortifying daily; and beingde- 
livered through Chriſt, from the Dominion 
of every ſinful Habit and Temper, they find 
themſelves enriched by him a//o with living 

- Righteouſneſs---with Love, Joy, Peace, 
-. Temperance, Patience, Godlineſs, Brotherly 
EKindneſs, and Charity.--And from this glo- 
rious new Creation of their Souls after the 
Image of God, they cannot but acknow- 
l ledge the ſurpaſſing Excellence, and Di- 
vinity of the Power, that has e 
them, to this ſelf-ſame Thing. 
V. Chriſt crucified, is to chem that, a are 
called, the Wiſdom, no leſs, evidently then 
the Power of God - becauſe they behold 
in his Atonement, the moſt ſtriking Ma- 
nifeſtation of this Attribute. How God 
could be juſt, and yet the Juſtifier of Re- 
bels againſt his adorable Majeſty and per- 
fect Law, was a Queſtion none in Heaven 
or Earth was able to reſolve. For Indig- 
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nation againſt Sin, and Puniſhment of it, { 
ſeem eſſential to the Idea of a Juſt. and C 
Holy God. And were ſimple Repentance 

and Reformation, valid and ſufficient of 1 


; oat | . them- 


3 
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themſelves, to atone for Sin againſt Gods 
it might reaſonably be thought no very 
high Offence to break a Law, when the 
Injury could ſo eaſily be repaired. And 
thus the very May of pardoning Sin, would 
encourage and embolden Men 1n the Prac- 
tice of it. 

To prevent any fach pernicious Conclu- 
ſion, God hath ſet forth his Son, wound 
ed, bruiſed, and crucified, as the only Pro- 
prtiation | for Sin: An Argument, which 
appeals at once both to our Reaſon and our 
Senſes,---teaching us the dreadful Demerit 
of. Sin, and the perfect Purity of God, 
Since only through his dear Son's offer=, 
ing himſelf for Sin, Mercy and Truth 
could meet together; Righteouſneſs in God, 
and Peace towards Men could kiſs each 
other. | 
-- Chriſt crucified is to them who are 
called the Wiſdom of God, becauſe they 
perceive the peculiar Force of this Doc- 
trine to eſtabliſh Obedience to the Law, 
and make Men molt obſervant of it, at the 
ſame Time that it cuts away all the 
Ground of Self-Righteouſneſs. | 

Man, from the exceſſive Pride of his 
Heart, isever ſeeking hisownGlory.--When 
CS --: changed 


20 8 ER MON I. 
changed in ſome Reſpects, and freed from 
the Follies and Vices which miſlead, and en- 
ſlave others, he is wont to ſwell with Self- 
- Admiration. This made the Stoics amongſt 
the Heathens utter ſuch horrid Blaſphemies 
concerning their own fancied Perfection-- 
Hence Seneca dared to declare, Epiſt. 3. 
Eft aliquid---quo ſapiens, antecedat Deum 
ie enim naturey, beneficio, non ſuo, ſapiens 
eft. „There is ſochething Cherein a wiſe Man 5 
challenges the Preference of God himſelf | 
i. e. becauſe He is good, only through the z 
Advantage of his Nature, but the wife Man 
by his own Labour.” This abhorred Self- 
Conceit, made the Scribes and Phariſees 
leſs prepared to enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven, then even Publicans and Harlots. 
But in the Doctrine of Chriſt crucified, 
the Believer, beholds the Intereſts of Holi- 
neſs inviolably ſecured by the moſt expreſs 
Commands, and the Practice of Obedience, 
urged as the diſtinguiſhing Mark, whereby 
the Diſciples of Chriſt are to be known ; 
and yet the Lord alone is exalted, as the 
meritorious Cauſe of their Acceptance. 
All their . Righteouſneſſes, ever muſt they 
ſay, are as filthy Rags. Worthy is the 
E that was flain, for he hath re- 
: deemed | 
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deemed us to GoD with. bis Blood. And 
ſo effectually does this Contrivance of in- 
finite Wiſdem, operate on the Hearts of 
thoſe who receive the Doctrine of Chriſt 
crucified, that many of thoſe, who have been 
as the Salt of the Earth, and the Light 
of the World, by the Excellency and 
Brightneſs of their Chriftian Character, 
have ever thought themſelves vile Duſt 
and miſerable Sinners. Thus, the great 
Inſtrument of the World's Converſion, tho- 
| roughly poſſeſſed of this Doctrine, and 
living by Faith in the Son of God, as lov- 
ing him, and giving himſelf for him, to 
his dying Day, accounted himſelf the leaſt 
of all Saints, and the Chief of Sinners. 
This Power to bring down the Haugh- 
tineſs of Man, and abaſe him in his own 
Eyes, St. Paul affirms, is peculiar to this 
Doctrine, when in Anſwer to that Que- 

ſtion, where is Boaſting then? replies, it is 
excluded by what Law? by the Law of 
Works, no. But by the Law of Faith. The 
Knowledge of Chriſt crucified, alone ſup= 
prefſes ,every proud rifing of the Heart, 

and makes a Man, whatever he is, what- 


ever he hath, glory not in himſelf, 
3 | but 


1 | 
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b ar” 4 the Lord bo Righteouſneſs" and 
Strength. agg en 
Laftly, Chriſt crucified, is to chli 4 
are called. the Wiſdom of God, becauſs 
they find, when the Heart is powerfully 
impreſſed with this great Doctrine, fervent 
Love to God, and his dear Son, fincete 
and univerſal Good-Will to Man, unlimited 
Obedience, and the moſt grateful Plea- 
ſure - in performing it, are the Fruits 
cog grow from this generous Root. E- 
Degree of ſecret Pride, and Self- 
Riphtcouſtef, has the Nature' of fome rank 


Weed, which impoveriſhes the Ground gf 


the Heart, and hurts all that grows near 
it. Tt makes A Man' think highly of his 
own Performances, and of courſe,” reſt fa- 
ticfied with 4 few "of them, as ſuffcient. 
It reconciles him to Things inconſiſtent 
with his Heavenly Calling, imagining that 
by being very good in ſome Inftances,” or 

at ſome ſtated Periods, he may at others 
chooſe his own Humour. Add to this, that 


by ſuch Self-Complacency, the Riches of 


the free Grace of God, which ſhoul& fire all 
his Soul with Gratitude, which ſhould 
mightily conſtrain him to abound in every 
good Word and Work; if not totally hid, 

9 
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is exceedingly obſcured ; whilſt ſometimes 
he is looking at his own Virtues, and ſome- 
times at the Merits and Reghteouſhets of 
Chriſt; 

The true Chriſtian, on the contra- 
ry, knowing that neither his beſt Works, 
nor he' himſelf in this beſt Eſtate, can 
bear the Severity of God's Judgment, glo- 
ries only in the Croſs of Chriſt, and 
feels himſelf Day after: Day, accepted only 
in the Beloved. And believing with his 
Heart, the utter Impoſſibility of his of- 
fering up any Thing, that can be well⸗ 
pleaſing to God, but what is waſhed in tie 
Blood of his dear Son, and preſented by 
his Mediation; he finds the Love of Chriſt 
conſtraining him. He caſts not his Eyes 
upon the Good he has done, but this is 
his continual increaſing Deſire, to do all 
tliat poſſibly lieth in him 5 to walk worthy 
of that Saviour, who has bought him, with 
his on Blood, who is ſanctifying him by 
his Grace, and will laye him by his Merits, 

From what has been proved, it fol- 
lov that it is not the Buſineſs of Chri- 
ſtian Preachers, only, or principally to ſhew 


the Reaſonableneſs or Excellence of, moral 


Righteouſneſs, or the Limits to thoſe ſe- 
veral Duties, which yet muſt be performed. 
C 4 But 


bg 
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But our Office, like that of the Baptiſts, 


is to cry, behold the Lamb of God! Look 
unto Jeſus the Author and Finiſher of 


your Faith, that you may lay aſide every 


Meigbt, al the ham that doth - moſt” ay 


beſet you. 

By Preaching chi! we hve unto Men, 
where their Help lieth ; how all their 
Wants may be fully ſupplied, and all their 


Wieakneſs ſtrengthened. We direct them 


to him, vhoſe Blood alone can eleanſe 
from Guilt, and whoſe Spirit can ſet at 
Liberty from Sin. And in Order to make 


that Obedience which is indiſpenſable, eaſy 
and pleaſant to practice, we diſplay the 
amazingly free Love of Chriſt to Sinners, 


that their Souls may be fired with Gra- 
titude 70 live Fo aa who ded for them:and 


"roſe apain. Tot Nena 16 


\ 2dly;, We m preach Chriſt — 
becauſe we have no Promiſe of Sueceſs to 
our Labours, if we preach any Thing elſe. 


If any Good is done to the Souls of thoſe 


ho hear us, it muſt be, by the Power and 
Demonſtration of God's Spirit, accompany- 
ing our Words, this is expreſſſy decla- 


red in Scripture. But ſuch Aſſiſtance from 


Gop will in vain be expected, when any | 


Thing befide this Goſpel, in I 
principal..Branches; is preached, for the 


Promiſe expreſſly runs thus, that Repen- 


tance and Remiſion of Sins ſhould be preach- 


ed in my. Name, and lo! 1 am always with 


zou, even unto the End of the World. _. 
And laſtly, We muſt preach Chriſt-cru- 


cified, becauſe there are the cleareft Teſti- 


monies in the Word of God, that by this 
Preaching. the Kingdom of God, and of 
Righteouſneſs: ſhall, be eſtabliſhed.---Thus | 
in that moſt ancient Prophecy of | Jeſus. 


Gen. xlix. 10. We read that to him, ſball 
\the Gathering of the People be. In Iſaiah, 
that there ſhall be Root of Felſe, *which ſhall 


Hand for an Em/ign of - the People, i. e. in 
preaching him in his Offices, Men hal 


_  enliſh into his Service, and fight under. his 


Banner. And again, by the ſame Pro- 
phet, chap. ly. ver. 4. We hear 80 


the Father declaring, . Behold I have given 


him for a Witneſs to. the People, 4 ors. 


and Commander to the People. And to add 


no more Teſtimonies, when that long- 
wiſhed for, moſt gracious and moſt. hal- 
lowed Time ſhall come, when Wars ſhall 
ceaſe, and Men ſhall no more hurt and 


Guy: upon Earth---the only Mcang that 


is 


ao 
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is to bring; about ſuch à divine Change in 
the Temper and Spirit of Mankind, is 
be Knowledge of the Lord. i. e. of his 
Perſon, his Office, his Glory, and his 
Lore. The Earth ſhall be filled with the 
Knowledge of the Lord, as the Waters cover. 
the Sea, Ifa. xi. 9. This amazing Refor- 
mation is to be accompliſhed, I ſay, when 
the Angel, as is exprefily propheſied, Rev. 
xiv. 6. ſhall ty in the midſt of Heaven, 
having the everlaſting Goſpel to preach. to 
them that dwell on the Earth, - and to them 
of every Nation, Kindred, and Tongue. 
Whenever, therefore, we loſe Sight of 
the Goſpel - by preaching in a Manner, 
that does not either lead our Hearers to 
fee their Want of Chriſt crucified, or te 
deſire to receive this Doctrine more ef- 
fectually, and become more practically 
ſubject unto it; we ceaſe to be Workers 
together with God We have no Promiſe 
of his Holy Spirit to make our Endea- 
vours proſper, nor do we declare the Truth 
which alone can reach the Diſeaſe of ſin- 
ful and corrupt Nature, the Truth which 
fb can fanthify the Heart. 


© Notwithſtanding, therefore, any Seve- 
rity of Cenſure and Oppoſition, we 
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wult preach Chriſt crucified, and deter- 


mine to know nothing elſe amongſt our 
People. Since it is by this Doctrine alone, 
Glory is given to Gop in the higheſt ; his 
excceding great Love in the Redemption 
of Sinners by Chriſt Jeſus magnified ; and 
that humble, univerſal Obedience, which 
makes meet for an Inheritance of the Saints 
in Light, eſtabliſhed upon a ſure Foun- . 
dation. 

May the Doctrine, therefore, of Chriſt 
erucified in all its Parts, ever be the chief 
Subject of our Sermons, and every moral 
Duty be enforced, as connected with it. 
By this Means, we may hope, Gop will 
fend a gracious Rain upon his Inheritance, 
and together with the Teaching and 
Preaching | Jeſus Chriſt in every Place, 
many Soul will be added to the Church, 

even ſuch, as by patient Continuance in 

all 3 ſhall be faved, 
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the Mind with peculiar Forc: 
ind we conceive Truth the more 8 
When it ſtands bodied forth as it Were... * 
fore Character. ate | 1 
The infinitely gracious Gon 'WX; Sante 
| fs Manner of Inſtruction, to our F rame in 
this Reſpect. He has exemplified the genuine 
3 and Effects of Repentance in 
David: The immediate Pardon of the moſt 
Profligate, when they repent and believe on 
Chriſt, in the Woman that was a Sinner, 
and in one of the crucified Thieves. And 


6e mention no more Inſtances, the Oyer- 
thraw 
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throw of Self- Righteouſneſs in che Mu⸗ 
Nrious Apoſtle St. Paul. 

In many Places of Scripture, we are 
warned againſt this flattering, yet deadly 
Error, and aſſured it will end in utter Re- 
jection from Gop. But in order to fix 
the Impreſſion {till deeper, an Apoſtle, di- 
Ninguiſhed by tlie very early Sanctity of 
his Manners, and religious Zeal, leaves up- e 

on Record a Confeſſion of the Compla- 
cency he took in his own fancied Virtue 
as his Security, and the Means by which 
this Miſtake was diſcovered to bim. I was 
any > (AE. 
The Deſign, 3 . 3 hel 
Words: was to teach us, the falſe T honghts 
Man nat weentertains of his State to 
wards ebe Way by which he is 
| broug ught to the Knowledge of his real Con- 
Aiden: And the great Change which that 
Knowledge, neceſ! arily produces in his 
Opinion of himſelf.  _". 

The Thoughts every Man ee en- 
tertains of his State towards Gop, are 
theſe---that through the Mercifulneſs of 
his Maker to human Frailty, added to the 
Conſideration ' of ſome good. Actions and 

ities on his' own Part, he is alive, i. e. 


entitled 
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entitled to the Bleſſing of Life and galva- 
tion. This Perſuaſion, the Offspring of 
inordinate Selfiſhneſs and Pride, is found 
even amongſt thoſe, whoſe Sins go before 
them to judgment. Fornicators, Drun- 
kards, Liars, and unjuſt Perſons, greatly 
pacify their Conſciences, by ſuppoſing the 
Good that is in them, will qualify their 
6 Iniquity, and plead N in their be- 
half. 

Now. if theſe enormous Sinners, can 
fancy themſelves, even whilſt continuing 
in their Treſpaſſes, Objects entitled to the 
pardoning Mercy of Gop : No Wonder, 
that Men of Sobriety, and of good Mo- 

rals, in the Judgment öf their ſelfiſn fel- 
low Creatures, vehemently Juſtify them- 

ſelves, and bid Defiance t6 he Condemna- 
tion of Gop's Law. But above all, if to 
the habitual Practice of ſocial Duties, the 
Practice of Devotion alſo is added, in ſuch 

a Caſe, the Preſumption of being abſolute- 
ly out of the Reach of all Condemnation, 
riſes to its greateſt Height. | 

Vet obſerve, it was in this very State 
of moral, religious Practice, that St. Paul 
fays of himſelf, I was alive without the 
Law once I was quite ſecure, that my 

own 
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own. ** virtue gave me a Title to the 
Favour of God. But all this, was a mi- 
ſerable Deluſion---Such a proud Conceit 
could have had no Place in my Mind for - 
a Moment, had I not been without the 
Law, i. e. an utter Stranger toits Demands. 
I knew not, that it takes Cognizance of the 
very Thoughts and Deſires of the Heart, 
exacting inward and ſpiritual Holineſs, no 

leſs than outward Obedience, and annexes 
Death, as the Wages of every Tranſgreſſion 
againſt it. I knew not that the Law, will 


accept of nothing from the Sinner after the 
Commiſſion, even of a ſingle Fault: But 


ſill inexorable to all Endeavours to ob- 
tain its Favour, denounces this dreadful 
Doom, Curſed is every one that" conti- 
nueth not in all Things, written in the Book 
of this Law, to do them, Gal. iii. 10, 

Thus was groſs Ignorance of the un- 
changeable Law of Gop, the Ground of 
St. Paul's Security, and Self-Satisfa&tion. 
The fame Ignorance remains till in you, 
if you ſay, there is no Condemnation a- 
gainſt you in the Law. Your Confidence 
ariſes from the impious Perſuaſion that a 
ſ1:2ht, partial, interrupted Obedience, will 
| luihice, Therefore the ſame Means which 
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were ' necellary to bring the great Apoſtle 
out of ſuch a Deluſion, to the Knowledge 
of himſelf, as a Sinner, are equally need- 
ful for you, namely, the Explanation of 
the Law of God, and the Were * 
it to your Heart. | 

I was alive, faith the Apoſtle, once without 
the Law,. but when the Commandment came, 
Sin revived and I died. The Commandment 
is here beautifully repreſented as the Officer 
of Go purſuing, and at length apprehend- 
ing the Sinner. By multiplicity of Buſineſs 
| andworldly Care, by an inceſſant Engagement 
in ſinful Pleaſures, or through Blindneſs of 
Mind and Self-Conceit, it is poſſible, it is 
moſt eaſy, to hide your Soul, as it were, 
from the Purſuit of Gop's Law, and fo re- 
main quite undiſturbed about its Accuſa- 
tions. - But whenever. the Commandment; 
through the Grace of Gop, comes with 
Power; when its Nature, and. Extent; 
and Sanction are underſtood, Sin revives. 
This the Apoſtle found to be the Caſe 
with himſelf, Sin revived and I died, faith 
he. It ſet upon him with freſh Strength. 
Long had he looked upon it like a Fun- 
quiſhed Enemy, utterly diſarmed, by his 


W Innocence, and Religion, of all 
Power 
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Power to hurt him. Vet, hben the Com- 
mandment came Sin revived; it alarmed his 
Conſcience with a tormenting Senſe of his 
being ſtill under the Curſe of the Law. Be- 
hold !. whatan unexpected, heart-afflicting 
Change ! Sin became ſtrong and irreſiſti- 
ble in its Charges and Accuſations againſt 
him. And the Apoſtle, though long be- 
fore, full of Self-Confidence, could now 
no more imagine himſelf Righteous, nor 
ſupport his Pretenſions to Life, by the Law. 
A Sentence of Death incurred by Diſobe- 
dience to it, he felt in his Heart. Thug 
Sin revived, and St. Paul died: | 
It is remarkable, that the Apoſtle ſays, 
not the Commandments in the plural Num- 
ber, but the Commandment in the ſingular. 
This is with Deſign to teach you, that 
the Tranſgreſſion of any one Command- 
ment, brings upon you the Curſe of the 
Law: And that every one of the Command- 
ments hath ſuch a high Demand of perfect 
Obedience, that whenever you underſtand 
it, Sin muſt revive, and you die before it. 

This is a Truth fundamental to all 
ſincere Faith in the Lamb of Gop, and 
to all abiding Humbleneſs of Mind. But 
alas! it is a Truth, ſeldom meeting with 

| N D that 
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that Fulneſs of Aſſent, its e Importaned 
demands. 
I ſhall prove, therefore, that you, 4 
every mere Man, born into this World have 
broken every one oſ God's Commandments. 
The firſt Commandment you ſuppoſe; it 
it moſt probable, only requires you to re- 
nounce all Prayer to, and Dependance for 
Help upon, the Gods of the Heathen 
World, and therefore can boldly ſay, you 
have none other but Jehovah for your 
 Gop.---But if you ſearch the Scriptures, 
you will find, eue covetous Man is branded 
with the Name of Seolater, Eph. v. 5. Ind 
© that of every ſenſual Perſon it is exprelily ; 
faid, his Belly n bis Gon, Phil. iii. 19. 
therefore, according to this Rule of Inte 
pretation, whatever engages the Aci 
of your Heart, and is the principal Object 
of your Delight, that Thing, or Creature 
is your Gop: Now have you never loved, 
never delighted in carnal Pleaſure, Eſteem, 
or Riches, Comforts, and temporal Bleſs 
I ſings more than in Gop? Have you al- 
ways in Thought, Word, and „With⸗ 
out Failure or Defe& expreſſed ſupreme, 
unrivalled Love to Gop ? unleſs you can 
- affirm all this with Truth of yourſelf, you 
; are 


SERMON Il 35 
are a Sinner ie e Arid 2 
ment. 
+»: The ſecund obliges you, in the Letter, 
to deteſt Pagan and Popiſh Images, the 
bowing the Knee before the pictur'd Saint, 
or wonder-working Crueifix, as Inſtruments 
of Bleſſing, or Objects of Worſhip in any 
Degree. And fo far, if a Proteſtant, you 
are guiltleſs. But attend to the Spirit and 
Intention of this Law, then you will per- 
ceive it equally condemns all Hypocriſy, 
and Formality in the Worſhip of the true 
Gop. Since it is hard to ſay, which is 
maoſt abſurd and Ri ful, to worſhip the 
Work of your Own. Hands, Wood, and 
Stone, or to treat the living and true Gop, 
as if he were no more than a dumb Idol. 
And yet ſo often have you done this, as 
you have ſaid in Prayer the Thing you ne- 
ver meant, perhaps never underſtood; ſo 
often as you have pretended to de- 
ſire, what was indeed the Averſion of. * 
unconverted Heart. 
The third Commandment forbids alt aſh 
and common Swearing, all ſpeaking re- 
proachfully of .Gop, his. Ordinances, and 
his Scriptures. Nay further, the, Lord Jeſus 
. Chriſt i e it, to condemn every Thing 
D 2 in 
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in your common Converſation, more than 
ſimple Affirmation, and Denial, Mat. v. 37 
If you have therefore trifled with the Word 
of God yourſelf, or laughed at the witty 
profane Jeſts of others; if in the Emotions 
of Paſſion, or vehement Deſire to eſtabliſh 
your Aſſertions, you have ever. ſworn. by. 
Heaven, or your own. Life, much more, 
if you have ſworn by your Maker; (and who 
dare ſay nothing of this Kind is chargeable 
upon him) then it. is manifeſt you are 4 
Tranſgreſſor of this Law. | 

The Demands of the fourth Colman 


ment the glorious Go has fully explained} 


Ifa Iviii. 13. Yow are not to do your own 


Ways, by exerciſing your Trade as the Love 


of Money will tempt you. Nor find aur 


own- Pleaſure, by making the Sabbath a 

Day for Recreation and Amuſement, Nr 
ſpeak your own Words, by diſcourſing on 
worldly Subjects, which on another Dax 
have a juſt Claim to your Attention. 


Thus far you are taught, what you muſt 


refrain from, leaſt you profane the Lord . 
Sabbath. The poſitive Part of your Duty is 
thus expreſſed. You ſhall call the Sabbath 
a Delight, rejoicing in it, as a moſt gra- 
cious Opportunity of meditating on Gop, 

l 4 his 
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his Son, his Promiſes and Salvation. Fur- 
ther you muſt account it the Holy of the 
Lord. No politick Device of Man to keep 
the Multitude in Awe, but ſet apart by the 
Appointment of the Lord himſelf. Vou 
muſt account it honourable too, i. e. molt 
nobly exalted above all other Days, by be- 
ing conſecrated to the more abundant and 
publick Worſhip of the Father everlaſting. 
Thus extenſive is the Demand of the fourth 
Commandment; Gop himſelf being the In- 
terpreter of its Meaning. Look back now 
upon your Manner of Keeping the Lord's 
Sabbaths from your Youth up.---Doth not 
Conviction flaſh in your Face? Doth not 


Conſcience accuſe you of innumerable Pro-. 


fanations ? That inſtead of giving up your- 
ſelf to Prayer, to reading Gop's Word, and 
to Chriſtian Diſcourſe, . you have thought 
the Duty of the Sabbath diſcharged, by-ap- 
pearing twice at Church. Even granting 
you are an early Convert to the Truth and 
Power of Godlineſs, can you acquit your- 
ſelf, of having never offended, and pollu- 


ted the Sabbaths of the Lord, by _ 


n _— Diſcourſe? 
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The fifth Commandment obliges you to 
0010 every Thing which might cauſe juſt 
Grief to your Parents, to do every Thing 
that can demonſtrate your Reverence for 
them, as the Inſtruments, under Gop, of 
your Life, and the Means of your Preſer- 
vation, But dare you venture to put your 
Title to eternal Life on this Iſſue, that in 
every Time and Place, whether your Pa- 
rents were preſent or abſent, you have 
given to them, and to all their reaſonable 
Commands, the Honour due unto them 
from the Grant of Gop? Have you never 
been ſtubborn, and unruly to their Grief 
and Vexation? Never laughed at their In- 
firmities, or ſecretly deſpiſed them for be- 
ing ſubject to them? Nay, if you were to 
inherit their Poſſeſſions, have you not wiſn- 
ed at Times, their Deceaſe, that you might 
have more abundant Gratification for your- 
ſelf? If in one of theſe Points you are 
found guilty, you ſtand condemned by this 
Law, 

With Reſpect to the two allowing Com- 
mandments, you conclude (if you know 
not the Law) that you are able to plead 

perfect Innocence. I hear you, methinks, 
 faying, What? muſt I believe a Lie ? muſt I * 
| confeſs 


confeſs Mens a Murderer and Adulterer ? 
Not all the Teachers in the World ſhall 
perſuade me that I am ſo wicked and ſin- 
ful, as to ſtand within the Accuſation of 
either of theſe Commandments. No hu- 
man Authority, I grant you, is ſufficient. 

Therefore your violent Reſiſtance againſt 
any Charge of Guilt as a Tranſgreſſor of theſe 
Commandments is fully provided againſt, 

and you are brought into this great Difficulty; 
either you muſt make the Lord and Judge 
of the whole Earth a Teacher of F alſhood, 

or prove before Gop, that your Heart ne- 
ver harboured one wrathful, or one un- 
clean Deſire. For this is the deciſive Sen- 
tence, he gave in the Point before us, to 
undeceive thoſe who had abridged the Com- 
mandments of Gop, as if deſigned to con- 


demn and. puniſh only the overt Acts of 
Sin. Ye have heard Par it was ſaid of 


old Time, Thou ſhalt not kill, and whoſe- 
ever ſhall Kill, ſhall be in Danger of the 
Judgment, Mat. v. 21. From hence you 
conclude there can be no Breach of this 
Commandment till wilful Murder is'com- 
mitted. But I ſay unto you, whoſoever 
is angry with his Brother, i. e. ſo as to feel 
the Emotions of Malice and Reſentment 
| "RF Þ againſt 
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againſt him, without a ' Cauſe, through Self- 
iſhneſs and Paſſion, ſhall be in Danger of 
_ the Judgment. In Agreement with his Di- 
vine Maſter, St. John is bold to (ay, N. 
ſoever hateth bis Brother, is a Murderer, 
1 John iii. 15. the Nature of his ma- 
| lignant © Spirit is ſuch, that were it left to 
take its own Courſe, it would as ſurely carry 
Him on to actual Murder, as the very fame 
Spirit hath already, erer n — un- 
happy Criminals. 

Now are you clear in this Ma Have 
you never been tranſported with Wrath; to 
ſtrike or take your Brother by the Throat, 
as the Avenger of your own Quarrel? 
Never been provok d to Curſing and Rail- 
ing? Has no perſonal Hatred againſt ſome . 
Rival, in the Thing you covet, reſted in 
your Bofom ?, No Reſentment! on Account 
of ſome real or fancied Injury? Beyond 
Example great, is your Innocence; if in 
each of theſe Particulars, you can anſwer 

with a good Conſcience, not once guilty in 
the whole Courſe of your Life. On the 
Contrary, if you have offended ever fo lit- 
tle in any. of theſe Points, you are fallen 
under the Condemnation of the Law. 

| = 00 
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No leſs ſpiritual, is the Divine Interpre- 
tation of the ſeventh Commandment. Ye 
bave heard that it was ſaid by them of od 
Time, Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery. And 
ſuppoſe by this, all open and groſs Acts of 
Lewdneſs only are forbidden. But I ſay 
unto you, Wigſoever looketh on a Woman to 
luſt after her, hath already committed Adul- 
tery with her in his Heart. The genuine 
Purport of the Law was to. purify the 
Thoughts of the Heart. So that the very 
- beholding the Face of Beauty with looſe 
' Defire, conſtitutes you that Moment guilty 
of Adultery in your Heart before Gop ; 
whoſe Judgment is according to Truth. 
Guilty of Adultery, though through Want 
of Opportunity, regard to Character, or 
reſtraining Grace, the Defilement of your 
Soul, Was — we to =o OY 
Eye.” old WET 
Little 120 be faid to Give! you a Sinner 
againſt this Commandment. Since where 
is the human Heart that never dwelt on the 
Picture drawn by a wanton Imagination? 
Never took ſecret Pleafure, from indulging 
in itſelf, or exciting in others impure I- 
deas? Yet — more than this mental 
| Unclean» 
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Uncleanneſs is needful to prove n a 
Tranſgreſſor of this Law. 
Buy the eighth Commandment you are 
forbid to take away, or to detain the Pro- 
of another, and to withold any Thing 
Koi Men, which is their Due. A Ser- 
vant or Apprentice ſteals from his Maſter 
his Time and Labour by Idleneſs and 
wilful Negligence. A Man in Trade and 


Merchandize, when by any Methods hows _ 


ever commonly practiced, or eſteemed fair, 
he impoſes upon the Ignorance or Neceſſity 
of others, lends them Money at unrea» 
ſonable Rates, or borrows what he cannot 
reaſonably hope to pay again, is diſhoneſt; 
and with great Truth may be ſaid to ,/eal, 
And according to the ſame equitable Rule 
of Interpretation, whoever witholds the 
Payment of that Debt which never can be 
cancelled, the Debt of Love unfeigned to 
every one; by ſo doing he defrauds his 
Neighbour of ſomething greatly valuable, 
of ſomething to which his Neighbour has 
as an undeniable a Claim, as to any Part of 
his worldly Property. Since the Law of 
Gon ſtrictly charges, Thou Salt love thy 
Neighbo:ir as thyſelf. Unleſs therefore you 
have the * of your Conſcience, 


that 
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that you have never been cold and care- 
leſs about the Welfare of others: Never 
without an active Deſire to do your utter- 
moſt for the Benefit of thoſe about you, 
in Body and Soul: Vou come within the 
Condemnation of this Law, you feloniouſly 
detain from your Neighbour, that tender 
Affection you owe him, and which his 
Circumſtances require ; and therefore you 
ſtand chargeable with ſpiritual Thef. 
The ninth Commandment forbids, to- 
gether with the Heaven-daring Sin of Per- 
jury, all the Unrulineſs and Iniquity of the 
Tongue; every Species of Lying and Slan- 
der; the advancing or affirming any Thing 
detrimental to the Character of another, 
which is not abſolutely Fact. For in e- 
very one of theſe Inſtances you are guilty 
of bearing falſe Witneſs againft your Neigb- 
bour. Unleſs, therefore, you can prove, 
your Tongue never propagated Defamation 
and Scandal; never put any additional 
Aggravations on a Matter of Fact; never 
yielded to that all-conquering Sin-of Evil- 
ſpeaking ; unleſs you can prove this, you 
have Indeed, and in Truth, bore falſe Wit 
neſs againſt your Neighbour. 


The 
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The laſt Commandment condemns every 


envious: Wiſh, excited by the Proſperity 


of others, and the very Deſire alſo of thoſe 
Enjoyments, which you ſee them poſſeſſing. 


St. Paul, ſpeaking expreſſly of this Com- 


mandment, ſaith, I Lad not known Luft, en- 
cept the Lau bad ſaid, T hou ſbalt not covet, 
Rom. vii. 7. 1. e. I never ſhould have ap- 


| prehended, that the mere ſimple Wiſhing 


for the Conveniencies and Comforts, be- 
ſtowed on thoſe about me; though with- 
out any Deſign or Deſire to obtain them 
by Force or Fraud, -in this, I ſhould not 
have apprehended there could be any Sin; 
if the tenth Commandment had not ſaid, 
Thou” ſbalt not covet thy Neighbour's Wife, 
nor bis Servant, nor his Maid, nor his Ox, 
= bis Ae; nor any Thing that is his." 

+ Need 1 ſtay to convince you that you 
are a Sinner againſt this Law? That you 
have indulged innumerable Wiſhes in your 
Heart after thoſe outward Advantages 
which the Providence of Gop hath given 
more liberally to others, than to yourſelf? 
Now in ſo doing, you ſtand I and 
condemned by this Larp. 

From this Explanation of the Meaning 


of the Commandments, it muſt be now 


manifeſt 
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manifeſt to you, that you have been guilty 
of a breach of them a//, not once or twice 
only, but by a thouſand, a million Offences. 
You cannot deny this, unleſs you prove the 
Explanation of the Commandments, above 
given, to be a forced and fanciful One. 
But this you cannot do, becauſe that Expla- 
nation ſtands ſupported and confirmed by 
this Teſtimony of Scripture. We kngw 
the Law is SPIRITUAL. 7. e. Reaches to 
the very Intentions and Deſires of the Heart. 
Rom. vii. 14. By the Lord's own Rule of 
interpreting the Commandments which for- 
bid Murder and Adultery: And by his expreſs 
Aſſertion, that the full Force and Meaning 
of the Moral Law contained in the Ten 
Commandments, is briefly comprehended 
in loving Gop with all your Heart, and with 
all your Soul, and with all your Strength, and 
your Neighbour as your ſelf. Mat. xxii. 40. 
By neceſſary Conſequence, if every 
Action of your Life, every Temper of your 
Mind, every Deſire and Thought of your 
Heart, doth not demonſtrate your perfect 
Love to Gop, and Man; then without 
any ſtraining the Senſe of the Command- 
ments, without having recourſe to any Hu- 
man Interpretation of their Meaning, you” 
e | ſtand 


* * P 


= ws SERMON u. 
þ ſtand condemned by every one of them. 
Condemned to Death Eternal, which is 
the Wages of every Sin. Becauſe each of 
- theſe Commandments in the Name and 
Authority of that one Law-Giver, who is 
cable to ſave and to deſtroy. James iv. 12. 
exacts of you finleſs Obedience, and that 
continually, and in Failure of ſuch Obedi- 
ence the Deſtruction of your Soul. 
Upon theſe Accounts the Law is called 
in the Scriptures of G o p, by theſe alarm- 
ing and moſt diſmaying Names: T HE 
MINISTRATION or DEATH. 
2 Cor. iii. 7. The STRENGTH of 
SIN. 1 Cor. xv. 56. The Miniſtration 
of Death, becauſe it delivers over to eter- 
nal Miſery, every Offender againſt it: The 
Strength of Sin as it gives that accurſed 
Thing. a Power from which no Man by 
his own Efforts can get free, to accuſe, 
condemn, and torment the Soul. And that 
* it is the Moral Law, the Eternal Rule of 
Gond and Evil, to which as reaſonable 
Creatures we are accountable, which 1s thus 
_ dreadful, when its Demands and Sanction 
are underſtood, is proved by another Scrip- 
ture. New we know. that what Things 
. the Lato ſaith, it ſaith to them who are 
ö | under 
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under the Law, That every Mouth may 
| be flopped, and all the World may become 
GUILTY before Gor. Rom. iii. 19. 
From what has been offered, it is mani- 
feſt, that by the Works of the Law, no 
Fleſh can be juſtified. Therefore, tho' you 
may have been, as I would charitably hope 
you have been, ever outwardly an Obſerver | 
of the Law, and a Companion of thoſe that 
fear GO D: Beware, I beſeech you, that 
you are not blinded thro' Self-Love, and 
puffed up with the Conceit of your - own 
Innocence. The Commandment of Gop, 
you ſee, is exceeding broad. Honeſtly com- 
pare all your Actions, Tempers, and De- 
fires with it, then you will ſee Cauſe to cry 
ont with thoſe whoſe Iniquities have been 
far more glaring, G o D be merciful to me 
2 Sinner. O wretched Man that J am, 
2 ſhall deliver me from this Body of Death. 
Nothing but groſs Ignorance of Gop's 
Law, can leave you the leaſt -Ground 
to value your ſelf upon your own Perſonal 
Virtue. This indeed will, totally hide from 
you your Tranſgreſſions, or ſuffer them to 
appear only as the Stars in a cloudy Night, 
here and there one, at a great Diſtance from 
each other, and thoſe only of the firſt Mag- 
| nitude, 
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nitude. By the Law i the Knowledge of 
Sin. Rom. iii. 20. acquaint yourſelf with - 
it, and you will immediately behold your 
Sins like the Stars of Heaven in the Mid- 
Night Froſt, when their Multitude be- 
ſpangles the whole Firmament. 
For though your Character is not ſtained 
with any Sins of a deep Die, though you are 
highly eſteemed by the World, no leſs than 
by yourſelf. Are you, think you, better than 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed Apoſtle was, when 
the Commandment came, and He judged 
Himſelf worthy of eternal Death, before it? 
Are you Fuſt and Sober, fo was He? Devout 
and Zealous? Concerning Zeal, ſays He of 
Himſelf perſecuting the Church, Phil. iii. 6. 
Is your Behaviour blameleſs before Men ? 
Even Malice and Envy. were forced to 'be 
filent, or acknowledge of Him, that ac- 
cording to the ſtricteſt Sect of their Reli- 
gion, He had lived a Phariſee. 4 Þ 
. Nevertheleſs when preſuming on no bet- 
ter Righteouſneſs then this, to procure his 
acceptance with God, I was alive ſaith He, 
coit bott theLaw. The Law gave me no Cauſe 
to cry to myſelf, Peace and Safety. It de- 
nounced nothing but Condemnation. I was 


even accurſed by it. If then, all this 


Virtue 


* 
S ERM ON II. 49 
Virtue would ſtill have left St. Paul a loft 
Sinner, whether is \ greateſt, your Folly or 
your Provocation of Gop, to truſt in your 
Obedience and Goodneſs; though EP 
leſs perfect. 

Wherefore then, you will fayy/ ſerveth 
the Law ? ſince by obeying it as well as I 
am able, I can never be accounted righte- 
ous before it. One principal End for which 

1t was given, was this; faith the Word of 
_ Gon, - That Sin might appear to be Sin, 
and by the Commandment become exceeding 
ſinful, Rom. vii. 13. that Sin might be 
known to be deſperately evil, from its 
utter Oppoſition and Contrariety to the 
Commandment, which in its full Extent 
is Holy, Juſt, and Good. And big alſo 
with Ruin and Deſtruction, becauſe after 
the Commiſſion of it in any Degree, the 
Law will not accept of any thing by Way 
of Amends and Reparation from the Hands 
of the Sinner. And fo from this Diſcovery 
of the Nature of Sin, you might admire 
the Glory of Redemption, and feel your 
own abſolute Need of it. This Truth is 
confirmed by the reaſoning which the great 
Apoſtle uſes, Gal. iii. 21. 22. If there 
had been a Law which could have given 
| E Life 
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Life, i. e. By Mans Obedience performed 
to it, --- Verily Righteouſneſs ſhould have 
been by the Law, then the Pardon and Juſ- 
tification of Sinners ſhould have ſtood upon 
this Plea, of a perfect Obedience to it. But 
the Scripture hath concluded (owiAuow) 
all under Sin, hath ſhut up eyery fallen 
Creature, as in a Priſon, under a Sentence 
of Condemnation, and an utter Impoſſibi- 
lity either of making Satisfaction for » paſt 
Offences, or of obtaining Acceptance, with 
Go by his own Obedience, defective and 
interrupted as it ever will be. By his Law, 
Gop hath rendered every Way of ap- 
proaching Him in Peace and Favour im- 
poſſible, but thro the one Mediator; that the 
Promiſe by Faith of Jeſus Chriſt, (which 
| | Promiſe is Eternal Lite) might be given to 
| = them that believe. 45 23 
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Nov it is the full and lively Perſuaſion | 

* of your Mind concerning this Truth, it is { 

| a clear Conviction of the miſerable Defects t 

| in your beſt Duties, and beſt Tempers, n 
| when compared with what the Law exacts * 
| from you, joined with an Acknowledgment d 
ll that the great G o p, is neither cruel, nor tl 
bl ſevere, in annexing the Penalty of Eternal ar 
wi a 


Death to every Tranſgreſſion againſt his 
l Holy 


— 
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Holy Law, == it is this Perſuaſion and Ac- 
knowledgment which alone can prepare 
your Heart for the Benefits of Redemption, 
or give ydu an Underſtanding to fee the 
Want of it. Whilſt you remain alive with- 
out the Law you may give your Aſſent to 
the Truth as it is in Jeſus, and have ſome 
ſort of implicit Veneration for it, the Fruit 
of Education. But ſtill your Thoughts 
and Apprehenſions of the infinitely glorious 
Saviour, muſt neceſſarily be few, and mean, 
and unaffecting, till Sin hath ſlain you by 
the Commandment, --- becauſe till then 
you muſt over-rate your own Virtues, the 
good Things you have done, or intend to 
do, and in Part at leaſt confide in them, as 
able to fave your Soul. | 
On the contrary, when you fee how 
much every Commandment of Go p, de- 
mands of you more than you have ever per- 
formed, and that when Judgment is laid 
to the Line, and Righteouſneſs to the Plum 
met, not a ſingle Character (Gop manifeſt 
in the Fleſh excepted) can eſcape Con- 
demnation. When your deaf Ears, deaf 
thro the Pride and Love of Sin, are opened, 
and you hear the Accuſations of the Law 
againſt your Soul, waxing louder and louder 
E 2 like 


like the Sound of the Trumpet on the 
Mount : When you underſtand that the 
* Law of Gow, inexorable and infinitely 
& jealous, will accept nothing which you can 
perform or promiſe, for Righteouſneſs ; in 
theſe Circumſtances great will be your Joy,, 
to hear Him that ſpeaketh from Heaven, 
and faith with God-like Mercy to ſelf-de- 
ſtroyed Sinners, Cbinſt hath redeemed us 
from the Curſe of the Law, being made a 
Curſe for us. Gal. iii. 13. You will give 
Thanks and ſing with the Multitude of the 
Heavenly Hoſt, Glory to God in the higheſt, 
on Earth, Peace, Good- or] towards Men. 
Luke ii. 11. For unto us is Barn à Saviour, 
which is Chrift the Lord. The more you 
know of your own Heart and. Life, by 
comparing it with the Demands of God's 
Eternal Law, in the ſtronger Light will 
you perceive how infinitely great your Obli- 
gations are to Chriſt, Who.is the End of the 
Law for Righteouſneſs to every one that be- 
lieveth. Rom. x. 4. Through whom you 
are able to ſay, I am not under the Law, 
but under Grace. The Love of Chriſt, as 
yoaur great Deliverer, will conſtrain you, to 
have Reſpect to all his Commandments, 
and to 1 yourſelf a living Sacrifice 
unto 
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unto Gor, which is your reaſonable Ser- 
vice. It will conſtrain you, becauſe you 
thus judge, That if one died for all, then 
were all dead, dead as Tranſgreſſors of the 
Law. 2 Cor. v. 14. and that He died for 


all, that they which live ſhould not from 


henceforth live unto themſelves, moſt blaſ- 
phemouſly making Chriſt the Miniſter of 
Sin, but unto Him, that died for them and 
roſe again, doing all that lieth in them, to 
ſhew forth the Praiſes of Him that gave 
his Fleſh for the Life of the World ; by 
adding to their Faith, the Practice of all 
Goodneſs, Righteouſneſs, and Truth, 
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The Neceſſity of Maintaining a 
goed Conſeience; and its full 
Extent. 


Gn eee 


ACTS xxiv. 16. 


Herein do J exerciſe myſelf to have . 


a Conſcience void of Offence toward God 
and toward Man. 


HERE ſhone united in St. Paul, 

after his Converſion, the moſt ar- 

dent Zeal to exalt the adoreable Name of 
Chriſt, and the greateſt Care to walk 
worthy of his Grace. Conſtrained by the 
former, He cries out, God forbid, that I 
ſhould g lory fave in the Crojs of our Lord 
Jolas Cori Influenced no leſs powerfully 
py the latter. Herein do I exerciſe myſelf, Sc. 
And 


SERMON III. 55 
And were we to trace the Steps of this 
illuſtrious Man, from his Converſion to his 
Departure out of Life, it were eaſy to 
make it appear, that He faithfully con- 
formed to this excellent Rule. But it will 
be more for our Inſtruction, to conſider 
the Text, not as peculiar to St. Paul, but 
as deſcribing the conſtant Practice of every 
one who Loves the Lord Feſus in Sincerity. 
By conſidering it in this Light, we may 
Te. 


I. The N eceſſity that lays upon us, to 
have always a Conſcience void of Offence 
toward Gop, and toward Man. 

II. That this good Conſcience, cane 
in a ſincere Conformity to the Will of Gov. 


III. That to maintain and preſerve it, 


requires diligent Application, and much 
Lahour. 


I. The Neceſſity that is laid upon us, 
to have always a Conſcience void of Of- 
fence, is evident, from the Nature of that 
Power and Faculty of the Soul, called Con- 
ſcience. It is this which enables us to re- 
flect upon all that we do; and either accuſes 
or excuſes, acquits or condemns us, for 
obeying or oppoſing the Rule of our Duty. 
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From whence it is clear, that Man is in- 
dued with Conſcience, and enjoys the high 


Priviledge of this Faculty, in order that 
its Authority ſhould always be reſpected, 


and itsAdmonitions moſt obſequiouſly com- 
plied with. Where this is not the Caſe, 


the Power of Conſcience gradually grows 
weaker; and by repeated Violence offered 
to it, like ſomie abuſed, inſulted Friend, 
withdraws itſelf, leaving you to follow your 
own Luſts without check, or controul ; 

a Condition the moſt dreadful you can fall 
into, on this Side the Miſery of Hell, and 
to which it directly leads. 80 that if the 
Authority of Conſcience is to be preſerved 
at all, it is abſolutely Neceſſary to have it 


always without Offence ; becauſe by ſhew- 
ing Contempt to its Suggeſtions in any In- 
| Hance, you take a ſure Method to weaken 
its Influence; and throw yourſelf more 


and more out of the Reach of its ſalutary 
Rebukes. How dangerous and deplorable 
a Situation this is to live in, you will un- 
derſtand ; when you ſhall have duly con- 
ſidered, that whatever GoD Himſelf has 
taught or required from us, effectually 


works on the Mind, only through the 
| Authority o of Conſcience : And He who. 


governs 
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| rns in the Armies of Heaven, and a- 
mongſt the Inhabitants of the Earth, by 
his Providence, rules and directs each Indi- 
vidual amongſt us by the Miniſtry of Con- 
ſcience. The Lord ſaid unto Moſes, See /! 
T have made thee a God to Pharoah. Ex. 
vii. 1. I have appointed thee to declare to 
Him my Laws, to require the Execution 
of them in my Name, and to inſlict Puniſb- 
ment when he ſets them at Nought. Now 
Gop has intruſted a Commiſſion of the 
ſame Kind, with your Conſcience. He 
has commanded it to inforce Reſpect to all 
his Laws, by the Seyerity of its Rebukes, 
upon wilful Trangreſſion; by the Fre- 
quency of its Admonitions; and by the 
ſolid Peace it allows you, to poſſeſs your 
Soul in, when you are careful to reverence 
 -- your Conſcience, By neceſſary Conſequence 
then, if inſtead of conſtantly exerciſing 
yourſelf, to have all your Deſigns, Tem- 
pers, and Actions, ſo modelled by the 
Word of Go, that your Conſcience may 
have no Authority from thence, to alarm, 
or reproach you, for violating your Duty. 
If inſtead of this neceſſary Care, you no 
jonger regard the Admonitions of Con- 
ſcience, nor r ſeek Power to turn from your 


evil 
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evil Ways at its Reproof; then every Step 
you'take, and every Day you live, you are 
getting farther from Gop, and nearer to 
Perdition, For as our merciful Creator and 
Preſerver hath placed Fences round the 
Body, to ſecure its Health and Safety, 
teaching us by painful Feelings, what is 
Hurtful and deſtructive ; and as every one 
who breaks through theſe Fences is an 
Enemy to his own natural Life, and haſtens 
the Pace of Death. In like Manner, by 
not hearkening to the Voice of Conſcience, 
you are an Enemy to your immortal Soul, 
and deliver it up to eternal Ruin; for it 
is not more neceſfary that the Feeling of 
the Senſes ſhould be regarded, to preſerve 
your Body from Diſeaſe and Danger, than 
that the Rebukes and Admonitions of Con- 
ſcience, ſhould be moſt reſpectfully attended 
to, to preſerve your Soul. 

What then muſt become of you, if you 
get the Maſtery over Conſcience ? You muſt . 
from that Hour walk on in Darkneſs, 
and though all your Life is Sin, and you 

are only Treafuring up for yourſelf Wrath, 
_ kgainſt the Day of Wrath. You will be 
too blind; to perceive the Evil of Practices, 
which once you held in utter Abhorrence, 


and 
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and too deaf to hear even the loud Thun- 
der of God's Law, though pointed di- 
rectly againſt you; though continually: de- 
nouncing the Miſeries that are coming 
upon you. 

But ſuppoſing your Confilviie is not 
paſt Feeling, unleſs, you are careful to 
have it void of Offence, it will puniſh you 
with frequent Diſguſt and inward Vexation. 
It will make you uneaſy when much alone; 
abject in Adverſity; and fearful even toDiſ- 
treſs, when - Diſeaſe and Sickneſs, ſeem 
commiſſioned to apprehend you, and carry 
you to Judgment. In theſe Circumſtances, 
from which you are never ſecure, an evil 
Conſcience, unleſs ſeared as it were with 
an hot Iron, will trouble you with an 
aching Pain, which neither Friends, nor 
Riches can aſſwage. In theſe Circum- 
ſtances, a Variety of afflicting Thoughts, 
croud in upon the Minds of all who have 

not been exerciſed in maintaining a good 

| Conſcience. Forgetfulneſs of Gop, care- 
lleſsneſs about Salvation, many Omiſſions 
and many Diſobediences never lamented, 
never brought to be waſhed away by the 
Blood of that enen Lamb, ſlain to 
| | take 
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take away Sin, ſeverely puniſh even here, 


the careleſs Trifler with his Conſcience. 
The Concluſion, therefore, is evident, 


that if you would not be given up to a 


Reprobate Mind, nor carry about you, 
Matter of perpetual Quarrel with your- 
ſelf, if you would be fortified againſt the 
Aſſaults of Adverſity, and the Fears of 
Death, then there is an abſolute Neceſſity 
that you exerciſe yourſelf to have me : 
Conſcience void of Offence, 

IT. But ſuch a Conſcience, I ene in 
the Second Place, cannot be attained, with- 
out a conſtant Performance of the Duties 
we owe to Gop and Man. It is very af- 
flicting to conſider how our Hearts are bent 
to Deceit and Falſhood in this Reſpect. 
And when we cannot ſhake off the Au- 
thority of Conſcience, how artfully we 
put ſome principal Part, for the Whole of 
Religion. Thus ſome have much Zeal for 
the Purity of Scripture Doctrines, and with 
earneſtneſs contend for the Faith, once de- 
lvered to the Saints, but alas! as if this 
alone was ſufficient, they are careleſs and 
luke-warm, if not offenſive and ſcanda- 
lous in Life and Converſation. Others, on 


the Contrary, believe an honeſt Man to 
be 
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be the nobleſt Work of Gop; and with 
ſovereign Contempt, leave all that is pro- 
perly Religion, as the Province ſet apart 
for the weak in Judgment, and the enthu- 
ſiaſtic in Temper. But neither of theſe 
can be put aſunder, and exiſt ſeperately 
without making Ship-wreck of Faith and a 
goon Conſcience, - - 

Vou make it an inviolable Rule to be 
Faithful to your Word and Promiſe, pitiful 
to the Poor, kind and courteous to all. 
Thus far your Conſcience is void of that 
Offence towards Men, which is chargeable 
on the Extortioner, and unjuſt Perſon ; you 
are free alſo from that particular Guilt, 
which lays upon thes Umerciful and Inhu- 
man.----But if you have a Conſcience void 
of Offence in no farther Degree than this, 
it ſtill remains, unleſs paſt feeling, full of 
Offence towards Gop. For unleſs you 
come before Him daily as a Sinner, beg- 
ging for Mercy, as one redeemed by the 
Blood of his dear Son.----Unleſs you ſeek 
Salvation, and approach unto Gop, by Him. 
Who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life; 
without whom no Man cometh to the Father. 
Unleſs you pray and read the Scriptures, 
Gunny Conſcience of theſe Things, no lefs 
55 than 


62 SERMON III. 
than of being upright, ſober, and humane; 


| you. are inexcuſably guilty before Gon; 


for your Contempt or Neglect of a deyout 
and Holy Spirit. For, are you not indebted 
to Gop alone for your Exiſtence? Is not 


every. Comfort you feel, the Effe& of his 


mere Bounty ? Are not all-your Capacities 
for Happineſs his free Gift? Do not theſe 
Things, and above all his Love, which ſent 
his only begotten Son. into the World, to the 
End, that all who believe in Him ſhould not pe- 
riſh, but have everlaſting Life, --= do not theſe 
Things require ſuitable Acknowledgements. 

Suppoſe you are a perfect Example 
of Beneficence, Magnanimity, Tempe- 
rance, and; Juſtice towards Men, which 
is the utmoſt you can affirm of yourſelf; 
Is it not as much your Duty to be juſt to the 
bleſſed Gop, as to your Fellow-Creatures? 


Or, is He the only Being you may over- 


look without any Injuſtice, or negle& with- 
out any moral Guilt? Ridiculous is it, to 


affect a delicate Senſe of Honour, and value | 


yourſelſ upon your good Qualifications with 
Reſpect to Men; whilſt you, by your Pro- 
faneneſs, rob Gop of the Honour due unto 
his Name, his Son, and his Goſpel. Ridi- 
_ as their boaſting themſelves Juſt, 

| who 
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who punctually pay their Loſſes at the 
Gaming-Table, whilſt they are deaf to 
the Solicitation of honeſt Creditors. No 
Sin of a deeper Dye can be laid to your 


Charge, than this, That you confide in 
a Morality; Independent of God----which 


hath neither his Love for its Root, nor his 
Ghery: for its Aim That you prepoſte- 


rouſly ſet the Creature above the Creator; 
and out of a Regard to Man, either real 


or pretended, treat the Lord Gop Almighty, 
as if he was beneath your Notice, and the 
only Cypher in the World. Granting, 
therefore, that you do diſcharge all the 
Duties of the ſocial Character, ſtill if you 


do no more, your Conſcience is vYulk of Of- 


fence toward GoOop. 


Again, on the other Hand, ha may be 


amongſt the few who give Glory to Gop for 


ſending Redemption to his People, and command= 
ing his Covenant for ever.---You maintain, 
as the Scriptures teach you, that Salvation is 


by Grace, through Faith, and that not of Our- 


ſebves, it is the Gift of God not of Works, - 


leaſt any Man ſhould boaſt. You are a diligent 
Hearer of thoſe who' preach not themſelves 
but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord.--You are conſtant 
in the. Exerciſes . of Prayer and Praiſe to 


0 Go D 
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Gop--in your Cloſet and your Family.---Sg 
far, all is well; your Conſcience is void [of that 
Offence towards Gop, which the Careleſs. 
and Profane incur.---But then, if you are 
not to be truſted in the Dark; if Deceit and 
Guile have Rule in your Heart; if you are 
enſlaved by Envy or Covetoufneſs, or Ma- 
lice; if you are a tyrannical Maſter, a bad 
Huſband, or an Eye-ſervant, it is certain 
you cannot have a Conſcience void of Of- 
fence towards Men.---Your Faith, in this 
Caſe, is lifeleſs Opinion; your Religion an 
empty Phantom. For i any Man, faith. 
the Apoſtle St. James i. 26. among you ſeem 
to be religious, and bridleth not his Tongue, 
but decerveth bis own Heart, this Man's Reli- 
gion is vam: i. e. Whoeyer can take the 
3 of ſpeaking Evil of others, blacken- 
ing their Characters, and publiſhing their 
Faults with Pleaſure ;-though his Heart may 
ſwell with the Fervour of Devotion, and 
melt at the Mention of redeeming Love, 
{till all is, empty and deluſive. For obſerve, 
the Apoſtle . doth not ſay, a Man of this 
Character, offends and wounds Religion; 
but that his Religion is vain, it is an Abuſe 
of Language to call it by that Name; for 
without unfeigned Love to Men, and the. 
Practice 
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Practice of all Sincerity and Honeſty toward 
them; to imagine, the exalting Chriſt, 
will atone for bad Tempers, or cover bad 
Practices, is no leſs deſpiſing the Word of 
God, and his expreſs Command, than if, 
like a Heathen, you truſted to your moral 
Honeſty ; and counted the Blood of the 
Covenant, an unholy Thing. Nay, how- 
ever, you may be ſurprized to hear it, a 
Scoffer that laughs at Faith, and nauſeates 
every Appearance of Devotion, is ſcarce 
farther from Heaven and Salvation, than 
you, yourſelf, who are ſhocked at his blaſ- 
phemous Impiety, and yet under the Uſe 
of the Means of Grace, and the Profeſſion 
of Godlineſs, art void of a conſcientious 
Behaviour toward all Men with whom you 
have to do. For if any Temper hateful to 
Gop; or any Practice plainly forbidden, 
is perſiſted in by you, it matters but very 
little, whether Hypocriſy or Profaneneſs 
makes the Choice. Whether you endea- 
vour to excuſe your Contempt of Gop, by 
a pretended Zeal for Honour, Juſtice and 
Benevolence, or by a Zeal, no leſs pretended, 
for the Goſpel and Glory of Go D. In 
neither Caſe, can there be any Sincerity, or 
uy Conſcience ; for then due Regard. 
| F world 


56 SERMON III. 
would be had both to Goy® and Man- 
Faith would work by Love, and make the 
whole Conduct beautifully confiſtent, and 
ſuch as becomes a Creature and a Sinner. * 
But beſides the Neceffity laying upon 
us, of having a Conſcience void of Of- 
fence; and in Order to attain this, a Diſ- 
charge of thoſe Duties we owe both to Go 
and Man, Your Conſcience muſt be con- 
ſtantly clear. To have always a Conſtience 
void of Offence, faith the Apoſtle. Many 
when they are afflicted by the Hand of 
| Gop, and preſſed ſore; and others, affected 
for a Time by ſome awakening Diſcourſe, 
ſeck to keep a good Conſcience: But pre- 
ſently they are diſguſted with the ſtrait and 
narrow Path, and therefore turn back a- 
gain to their own Wickedneſs. But the 
Conſcience of every true Believer, is equat 
and firm. It depends not on Pimes and 
Occaſions, Diſtreſs, or Alarms. Whilſt the 
Refolutions. of a bad Conſcience, like a 
Fever, come and go at certain Tntervals,/ 
a good Conſcience, like the Blood circù- 
lating in its natural State, is regular and 
uninterrupted. This will appear r 
when illuſtrated b y an Example. ear the 
Mien Balaam Kctürbed to Balakt Num. 

* xxii. 
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il. 18. If Balak would give ne his 
Houſe full of Silver and Gold, I cannot 
g⁰ beyond the Word of the Lord to do more of 
| eſs. Was not this an Anſwer becoming a 
Prophet of the Lord? Was not he who 
gave it, a Man of good Conſcience ? No, 
What immediately follows, proves the 
contrary. * Now therefore I pray you, tarry 
ye 4 Io here this Night, that | may know 
what the Lord will ſay unto me more. He 
aſks longer Time that he may wal the 
Buſineſs again in Hand, in order to find 
Means of evading the Dictates of his Con- 
ſcience. In this Practice, Balaam has too 
many Followers. Not a Day paſſes, but 
one 1 ſaying to himſelf, I will defraud no 
more.” Another, reſtored to active Life 
from a Chamber of Sickneſs, is reſolved to 
forfake a Round of Buſineſs and Pleaſure, 
Which leaves no Time for Self- examination, 
for Heart- felt Prayer, or for reading with 
Underftanding, the Life-giving -Word of 
God. A Third, ſees the Way of the 
World, muſt lead to Perdition, unleſs Gop 
denies himſelf, and falfifies the moſt ſolemn 
Declarations of his own Word. Yet each, 
drawn on by Love of Gain, or of Pleaſure, 
deterred through evil Shame, finds out 
N F 2 different 
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different Expedients, and a Number of 
Excuſes, to ſtifle that Grace, and to reſiſt 
thoſe Workings of Conſeience, which 
would lead them to Repentance.  - 

The true Believer, on the contrary, is 
ſtedfaſt and immoveable, in maintaining 
the Extent of. a good Conſcience, againſt 
the Tyranny of the World, and its moſt be- 
witching Temptations ;. and. in obtaining 
this glorious Teſtimony, that with Simpli- 
city and Godly Sincerity, he hath his Con- 
verſation in the World, Not according to 
Haſty Wi Hom, but according to. the Will of 
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vere in keeping a Conſcience void of Of- 
fence, requires diligent Application, and 
much Labour. Lazy Deſires, faint Reſor 
lutions, and formal Prayers, will never 
prevail to this great Purpoſe. No, you 
muſt apply yourſelf with Vigour, and much 
Attention to it, as the conſtant, and far 
moſt. important Buſineſs of Life. For in 
this carneſt Manner, St. Paul declares, he 
was; himſeif engaged. Herein, ſays. he, 
d 1 exerciſe. myſeif.----Now this Exerciſe 
conſiſts i in daily Applications. to the Throne | 
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bf Grace, for Knowledge: Power, and 
bud atchfulneſs. * gy | 
- Firſt, It conſiſts in daily A bed 
to the Throne of Grace for Knowledge. 
Ignorance, which you have no ſufficient 
Means to cure, will never be laid to your 
Charge: But that Ignorance, which by 
Prayer, by reading God's Word, and hear- 
ing his faithful Miniſters, may be certainly 
removed, is a Sin, and leaves you under a 
heavy Charge of Guilt, on Account of every 
Sin you commit through it. Therefore the 
firſt Step, in order to have a Conſcience 
void of Offence, is diligent and daily 
Prayer for Underſtanding in the Way of 
Godlineſs; to be taught by the Spirit of 
Gop through his Word, what you know 
not; to be filled with the Knowledge of his 
Will. It muſt be your conſtant Exerciſe, 
every Day, to call upon the Father of all 
Lights, and the Giver of all Wiſdom, ſay- 
ing, Sbew me thy Ways, O Lord, and teach 
ne thy Paths. O lead me forth in thy 
Truth, and learn me, for thou art the God 
of my Salvation. When you have thus con- 
rs” Recourle to Gop for Inſtruction in 
HF] F 3 Righte- 
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| Righteouſneſs, you ſhall never be ſuffered 
to wound your Conſcience, and fall into 
Offences, through Want of Light and Di- 
rection. For this is the exceeding great 
and precious Promiſe which belongs to 
every ſuch diligent and humble Enquirer. 
Gracious and righteous it the Lord, theres 
are will he teach Sinners in the "Way. 
Them. that are meek ſhall he guide in their 
Fudgment ;\ and ſuth as are gentle, _ — 
be learn his. May, Pi. xxv.i8, 9. 

Beſides this Knowledge, v0u wit 
Power,.. In yourſelf, you have no Strengtn 
to withſtand any violent Temptation 
ſuited to your beloved Luſt. Vou muſt 
exerciſe yourſelf therefore in imploring 
Day by Day, that you may Experience 
"what. is the exceeding Greatneſs of Chriſt's 
Power towards them that believe, You 
"muſt. earneſtly plead for yourſelf,” thoſe 
Promiſes, by which Gop has been pleaſed 
to engage himfelf; to ſtrengthen and uphold 

your Feet from falling; and to put his Spirit 
ire, to cauſe you to walk in all his 
Statutes, and keep all his Judgments and 
do them, Ezec. xxxvi. 27. And aſter you 


5 have. thus committed your Soul with Since- 


* to Gop, and beſought his promiſed 
Help; 
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Help; to: ſuppoſe; you ſhall be prevailed 
over, and fall into wilful and deliberate 
Offence, is to deny the Reality and Truth 
of the Promiſes of Gop, and to make him 
. regardleſs of thoſe, who are deſirous, what- 
ever they do, to do all to the Glory of 
Go. 

It is true, that after you have received 
Light and Knowledge, yea Strength and 
Power, you may afterwards be betrayed 
into Sin, unleſs you exerciſe yourſelf, in 
Watchfulneſs and Circumſpection. When 
you have offered up your Morning Sacri- 
fice, and prayed unto God with a ſincere 
Deſire, for his Light to guide you, and his 
Power to defend you; you will, in conſe- 
quence of his Promiſe, be made quick of 
Underſtanding in the Fear of the Lord. An 
exquiſite and peculiar Senfibility of Evil will 
be given you, ſo that you-ſhall run into noSin, 
before a Warning of its Approach is ſounded 
in your Soul; and, as the Scripture expreſſes 
it, Tou bear 4 Word behind you, ſaying this 
i the May, walk qe in it, when ye turn tothe 
right Hand, or ⁊oben ye turn to the Left, 
Ia. Xxx. 21. This you will find, even be- 
fore 2 Thought conceived in Pride, Un- 
04:4 ; „ W 
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charitableneſs, or looſe Defire, can obtain 
Utterance from your Tongue. Vour in- 
ward Monitor will ſilently condemn it in 
your own Mind. But then, in order to 
preſerve this noble Senfibility of Conſcience, 
you muſt exercife yourſelf in attending to 
the Motions of your own Spirit. Vou muſt 
be ſober, 1. e. ſelf- denied, and vigilant. 
You muſt 1— over 8. pew a 
Godly Jealouſy. | 
Further, a Conſcience void o Offence 
toward Gon; and toward Man, cannot be 
obtained, unleſs you exerciſe yourſelf in 
oppoſing the prevailing Manners and Way 
of the World. This is an Exerciſe indeed 


Vet abſolutely needful. Becauſe meny 
grievous Offences paſs Sort Trifles in the 


Eſtimate of the World; and vrhat is Abo- 
mination before God, is in many Inſtances 
well ſpoken of. Pride, Senſuality, Pro- 
faneneſs, if not grown to a hideous Size, 
are very conſiſtent with the good Opinion 
of the World. It requires therefore a very 
active and conſtant Exertion of the Power 
of Faith, to oppoſe and contradict all that 
Iniquity which is eſtabliſhed in the World, 
gs by a Lay: To dare to be ſingular, in 
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in the Employment of your leiſure Time, 
the Uſe of your Wealth, and the Subjects 
of your Converſation, as the Scripture rule 
enjoins. Unleſs you ſtrive manfully and ex- 
erciſe yourſelf unto Godlineſs, your Soul 
will inſenſibly be hurt, and your Conſci- 
ence contract Offence, from yeilding to 
the favorite Maxims, which wholly go- 
vern all, Niet Eno not God, and that obey 
not the M of the Lord Feſus Chriſt. 
Laſth This Exerciſe conſiſts in mor- 
tifying our Members, which are upon the 
Earth and dying to the Love of thoſe 

Things which pervert the Judgment, and 
are àpt to bribe it, not to give a juſt and 
true Decifion. A Man determined to be 
rich, great, or diſtinguiſhed, will ſtre- 
nouſly endeavour to reconcile his Duty with 
his Inclination, and of courſe never want 
ſome falſe Gloſs to put upon Sentiments 
or Actions, not to be fairly juſtified. In 
ſuch a Caſe, Conſcience like a judge in 
Court, ſurrounded by corrupt Counſellors 
and as, will be led to Ah a falſe 
Verdict. : 
Thus 1 hes: 6 gone 40 gh h of the 
Heads propoſed, and proved to you, the 
Neceſſity laid | upon you, to have a Conſci- 


cnc 


74 SE RM ON III. 
and the NM, eee be, uſed to pre- 
ſerre t. K e „ e Ane oh 
From hence it is — beyond Con- 
tradiction, that true Religion is a very dif- 
ferent Thing, and infinite) nobler, than 
what is commonly conceived. It is well, 
it is abſolutely neceſſary that you ſhould 
be punctual in ſecret and Aublick Prayer, 
in reading the Scriptures, andi 
Sacrament : Vet all theſe. XEtCiſes are 
only Means appointed to attain this great 
End, a Conſcience always uvid g Mende. 
If you uſe them with any other Views. you 
8 into ſinful Superſtition. If they 
are not effectual to bring you and keep you 
in the Poſſeſſion of this good Conſcience, 
they are Mockery before Go. Say not 
therefore, as a ſenſeleſs Formaliſt, I go to 
Church; I receive the Sacrament; I pray 
Morning and Evening therefore I am a 
8 good Chriſtian; for this is equivecal; 
it may be, and often is, an abſolute Falſe- 
hood. But if you can ſay, Igo to Church, 
I receive the Sacrament, I pray Morning 
and Evening, I read the Scriptures; and 
in theſe Holy Exerciſes recrive from the 
even of all Grace, and Power to 


have 
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have always a Conſcience void of Offence 
toward Gop and toward Man, and there- 
fore I am a Chriſtian altogether, --- this 
is a Truth not to be gainſayed, a Truth | 
confirmed by every Page of Holy Scripture. 
But if true Religion, is neither leſs nor 
more than having a Conſcience void of 
Offence, it is certain Religion muſt be 
made the Buſineſs of your Life. Not fo 
far, as to interrupt your Diligence in Trade 
or Service, - but ſo far as actually to en- 
gage much of your Thought and Atten- 
tion, after the Buſineſs of your. worldly 
Profeſſion or Calling is over, A good Con- 
ſcience can neither be. preſerved or at- 
tained, only by praying for a few Minutes 
Morning and Night, and by Attendance 
once a Week on the Worſhip of Gop in 
Publick. It indiſpenſably requires Day by 
Day, ſome Time to conſider your Actions, 
Purpoſes, and Deſires, and to compare 
them with Gop's Word; ſome Time to 
ſearch and ranſack a deceitful Heart, to 
diſcover what are your principal Defects 
and Infirmities ; and ſome Time to make 
Supplication. for Pardon and freſh Supplies, 
to relieve yout particular Wants and Neceſ- 
Rus How great therefore, is. your F olly 


and 
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and your- Sin; if you join with the Mul⸗ 
titude in conſuming your leiſure Hours in 
vain Amuſement, or unprofitable Company; 
you cannot habitually do this, without 
giving up that Exerciſe of your Mind, 
which is abſolutely Neceſſary to keep a 
Conſcience void of Offence.” You cannot 
be engazed in Company; and viſiting, as 
the Faſhion of the World requires, and 
have any Time left for deep and ſerious 
Thought. You muſt neceſſarily remain in 
groſs Ignorance of Gop, his Scriptures, 
and yourſelf. Dare therefore you muſt, 
if you would enjoy a Conſcience 'void of 
Offence, to be particular in redeeming 
leiſure Time, Remember, it is the Man- 
ner in which theſe important Hours are 
ent, which makes the Difference between 


the Fooliſh and the Wiſe in the Sight of 


Gop. The former loſe and waſte them in 
vain Pleaſure, and ſtudied: Diveſſibn of 7 


their Thoughts, from their great and eter- 


nal Intereſt. The latter, with Holy Art, 
employ them to renew their Strength for 
the fight of Faith, to diſcover their dwn 1 


Miſtakes, and to increaſe more and more 
in the excellent Knowledge of the Things ; 
of the Spirit of God, | 

SE Re 
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The Nature BY — Goſpel, and of 
ai 0 Faith in it. | 


eee 
Maxx xvi. 15. 16. 


cit he ſaid unto them, go ye into all the 
World, and preach the Goſpel to every 
Creature. Ws 

He that believeth” ind i bo prized ſhall be 

| Javed, but He that dat not . be 
damned. 2 


PTE R the Lord A lei Chiritt, had 
1 lived a ſinleſs Life, by his Obedi- 
ence to make many righteous, and to ſet 
before our Eyes a perfect Pattern of Holi- 
neſs. After he had ſhed on his Croſs the 
Blood of Atonement, and roſe again from 
the Dead to proclaim the Acceptance of 
his Sacrifice of Himſelf; He converſed 
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every Abomination, nay attached by in- 
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forty Days with his choſen Diſeiples. And 
at laſt having given them their great and 
glorious Commiſſion in the Words of the 


Text, immediately He aſcended into the 


hig heſt Heavens, and the Clouds received 


Him out of their Sight. 


The Commiſſion itſelf, beſpeaks at 
once the uncontroulable Efficacy of his 
Power, the unlimited Good-will, He bore 
to the Human Race, and the Terms of 
Salvation common to, and neceſſary in all, 
who have the Offer of his Goſpel. 

This Commiſſion, it muſt be granted, 
beſpeaks the uncontroulable Power which 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt poſſeſſed. Becauſe 
nothing ſhort. of ſuch Power was ſufficient 
for. the Accomp lliſhment of it. But if this 


had failed; who with Senſe or "Reaſon 


could ever have placed any Confidence 


either in his Wiſdom: or his Might. He 


faid to Ae poor, een e eg | 
apts; 45the-Knowledge of- th true Gon 
abandoned td the Practice and Love of 


veterate Cuſtom, to the execrable Worſhip | 
of Dexil-Gods, rendered inviolably” ſa- 

cred by the Tradition of their Fore-Fa- 
nw; 


* 


SERMON W. 59 


thers. 12-65 ye i into all the World, not furs 
niſhed with carnal ' Weapons, the Excel-. 
lency of Speech, or the enticing Words of 
Man's Wifdom,---not aided by the ſecular 
Arm, or countenanced by the Authority 
of the great and powerful; but ſimply 
depending on my promiſed Preſence, and 
the effeckual working of my Spirit. Go ye 
into all the World and preach the Goſpel 70 
every Creature; to every Perſon young or 
old, rich or poor, endued with a reaſon- 
able Mind, and capable of being the Sub- 
Je of religious Inſtruction. eo 9 
In this Commiſſion does the Saviour ap- 
pear with a Pre- eminenee, tranſcendently 
glorious, and altogether peculiar to Him- 
ſelf. For every Prophet, before this laſt and 
great One, was content to teach his own: 
Country- Men, and never preſumed to en- 
gage in the bold Enterprize of proſelyting 
2 Foreign Lands. Even the Gods ſof the 
Gentiles claimed Poſſeſſion only as ĩt were in 
their partieular Diſtricts, and one preſided 
over this, and another over that Country. 
Never did it enter into the Heads even of 
victoribus Princes (before the Prince of 
Peace appeared) to carry their Religion 
with them; and make their Captives re- 
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ceive their Mode of Worſhip ; not even by, 
Arms and Violence, much leſs 7 Preach- 
ing and Inſtruction. | 
Indeed Antiochus lubourgd to 8 
che Jews to receive the Worſhip of the 
Grecian, Idolatry. ---But this was his pe“ 
culiar Whim with reſpect to Iſrael, for he 
left all his other Subjects at perfect Liberty 
to worſhip their own Gods. Nor did the 
ä Roman Power attempt to ſubvert the Re- 
ligion of the Jews, though they had made 
their Country a Province; or even per- 
ſecute the Chriſtian Faith, till their Jealouſy 
was alarmed, and they plainly ſaw its De- 
ſign was to aholiſh every other Religion, 
that is, to deſtroy the Works of the Devil. 
It cannot be denied therefore, that the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſpoke as never Man 
ſpoke, when he gave this marvellous Com- 
miſſion to his Apoſtles, Go ye into all the. 
World and preach. the Goſpel to every. Crea-. 
ture. He alone -took upon Himſelf to be 
Law-Giver to all People, Nations, and 
Tongues under Heaven. Becauſe He alone 
had all Power to enable his Apoſtles and 
Miniſters to bear his Name before Kings 
and Princes, and to preſerve” them unhurt, 
— 5 in the F e . en 5 
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ell” they had finiſhed their Teſtimony: 
He aloue had the Hearts of all Men in his 
Hand, and therefore by the mean "Things 
of this World, yea the Things which are 
nt. i. e. By the weakeſt and moſt unlikely 
Inſtruments, He could accompliſh the 
whole Counſel of his Will. + 

In this Commiſſion alſo, the unlimited 
Love of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt to Mankind 
is no leſs manifeſt, than his uncontroulable 
Power. Go ye, faith He to his Apoſtles, 
unto all the World, and preach the Goſpel to 
every Creature. As if He had aid, it is 
the good Pleaſure of my Will, that all in 
every Nation ſhould have the fincere Offers 


of my Grace. There is none righteous and 
good enough, no not one, to attain Salvation 


by the Works of the Law. That Way of 
ſeeking it, will, miſerably deceive and for 
ever. ruin all that. truſt to it. And there is 
none ſo deteſtably wicked, no not one, but 
in my Goſpel an all- ſufficient Remedy is 
provided for his Recovery. If any thing can 
Po: ſoften the Heart, hardened in the 
1 | 8 Practice | 


18 'Wricerer has Lellure and Ability lo fully 
this Commiſſion was executed may conſult, Biſhop 
Stillingfleet's Origines Sacre, Uſhet's Antiquities, and 

De. Newton's 18th Difiertation. » 
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Practice of Sin, and make it appear exceed - 
ing finful; it will be the amazing Truth, 
. God fo loved the World, that be gave 
\ bis only begotten Son, to the End, that ul 
vb believe in him, ſhould not periſb, but 
have everlaſting Life. If any Thing can 
awaken Attention and earneſt Concern for 
| - Salvation, in the Careleſs and Indolent, it 
muſt be the affecting Report in my Goſpel, 
of the Multitude of Sorrows, Pains, and 
_ -Sufferings, my Zeal for their Salvation, led 
me to endure. And if any Fact can con- 
"vince the Self- righteous and Self- ſufficient, 
of their Vileneſs and Danger of eternal 
Wrath, it muſt be the ſolemn Declaration - 
"that, We all have gone aſtray, We have 
turned every one to his own Way, and the Lord 
bath laid on bim the Iniquity of us All, 
I charge you therefore lay aſide all your 
national Prejudices, and Jewiſh Bigotry.---- 
Preach my Goſpel to every Creature; and 
in order to give all poſſible Weight and 
"Authority to your Meſſage, command you 
to tell them from me, who am the Lord 
and Judge of all; before whom, every one 
f them ſhall give an Account of himſelf: 
That it e e Docree, that, 
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withſtanding all the Objections and 
Cavils, Which Ignorance and Pride may 
raiſe againſt the Contents of my Goſpel. 
He that” believeth and is Baptized, ſball 


be ſaved ; and he Phat believeth not, ſhall" be 
"AE." 


In farther Diſcourſing on this moſt me- 
morable Proclamation from the Mouth of 
the King of Ts: and Lord of Lords, I 
bal, | 


"1. Explain the Import and ful Meaning 
of the complex Term, Goſpel, and en 
i Low e in believing'1 it. 


II. Show the Extent of that Promiſe; ; 
he that believeth and i is e ſhall be ; 
red. . 


I. The Goſpel in its general and moſt 
80 Signification, imports good News. 
And the Particulars of this good News, or 
Goſpel, are with admirable Force and Con- 
eiſeneſs ſummed up. Iſa. ix. 6. Unto ut 4 
Child is born, for our preſent Advantage 
and everlaſting Benefit---Unto us a- Son is 
Sven, even the Only-begotten of the Fa- 
G 2 ther 
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ther, to be our Surety, Advocate, and Pro- 
-Pitiation ; to the End, that Gov might be 
juſt and yet the Juſtifier of them that be- 
lieve in Jeſus. And the Government ſpall 
be upon his Shoulders, to publiſh Laws, re- 
quire our Obedience; to put them in our 
Minds, and write them in our Hearts. 

And be ſhall be called Wonderful Counſellor, 
the mighty God, the. eperiafing F. aber, 
the Prince of Peace. 

Now to diſplay the Life and Death, the 
Reſurrection and Aſcenſion, and all the 
marvellous Tranſactions of this glorious 
Perſon, as accompliſhed for the great Pur- 
poſes of magnifying Gop's Law; of mak- 
.ing Atonement for Sin, and procuring Fa- 
vour and Salvation for all that believe: 
This is the ſubject Matter of the Goſpel. 

I may add farther, that to declare the 
free and gracious Promiſes of Gop's Cove- 
nant, made on purpoſe to encourage and 
prevail with Sinners to return to him: 
Such as thoſe Promiſes, for Inſtance,----- 
Though their Sins be as Scarlet, they ſhall be 
made I bite as So. I will take the Stony 
_ Heart gut. gf their Fleſp, and give them aHeart 
; m ＋ 0 I vill N my Spirit. within them, 
a 


4 
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and cauſt them 70 walk in all my $ tatutes and | 


Fulgments, and to do them. Rack of theſe 
Particulars being equally Ground for re- 
he 1 to all Who have a found Judgment, 
erefore briefly comprehended, and 
ed in one Word, the Goſpel. 
Now that this is the Subject-mattet, 
and that theſe Things are the Contents of 


P 


the glorious Goſpel, I might eaſily prove. 


from man: Prophecies of the Old Teſta- 
. ment; from the moſt important Ceremo- 
nies uſed under the Law; and from many. 
Paſſages in the New Teſtament. But let it 
dunßee, to cite only that full and Compre- 
henſive Paſſagg, written; Luke iv. 18, quot- 
ed by the Redeemer himſelf, from he Pros 
phet Thiah, Tze Spirit of the Lord ir . 
me, becauſe he hath anointed me to preach the 
Gdfpel to the Poor. And in Order to teactt® 
us with the greateſt Clearneſs, What this 
Goſpel imported, the following Words c con- 
tain a full Explanation of its "Contents. 
He hath ſent me to heal the Broken-hearted. 
To defiver from Pain and Dejection, by the 


Things I ſhall declare to them, thoſe who 


are caſt down with Fear, through a Know-. 


ledge of their finſul State, and overwhelm- | 
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ed With Godly Sorrow for it. To'preach De- 
lverunce to the Captives : To all who: are 
miſerably. tied and bound, and led Captive 
by their vile Affections and inbred Luſts; 
by the condemning Power of an evil Con- 
ſcience; and the deteſtable Tyranny of 
Satan. To, ſet at Liberty tbem that. nf 
bruiſed ; By richer Diſcoveries. of Grace, an 
more abundant Supplies of the 8 pirit Wo 
Power, to eſtabliſh, and uphold Wes ho 
by frequent Falls from the Path of Life and 
Duty, have brought ſuch painful and 
threatening Senſations on che, Souls, 2s; 
may be well compared to Sores and, Bruiſes 
on the Body. And recovering. Sight to the 
Blind; By the Illumination of their ir Minds, 
through: the Light I bring into 5 World, 
who by Reaſon of the Ignorance that was 
in them, underſtand nothing of the ap- 
pointed Way of Salvation, nor perceive at 
all, the Things of the Spirit of Gap... To. 
| preach the acceptable Lear of f ed Lord: That, 


* - — * 


found the ſtrongeſt Manifeſtations of Grave 
and Good-will to Men; aſſuring them of 
Acceptance with Go, if they will hear the 
Voice of his beloved Son, and Dk in Sub- 


econ to him, 
jeg 8 


8 


. 
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„With full Warrant therefore from the. 
Word of Gop; we affirm, that the Reve- 

lation of Grace, Power, and plenteous Re- 
demption in Chriſt Jeſus, for miſcrable 
guilty Sinners, who ſeek diligently and 
with, repenting Hearts to partake of it, is 
che GOSPEL. 
It is declared concerning this Goſpel, 
he that believeth, and is baptized, ſhall be 
faved. Who then art thou,. O Man, who 
goeſt about to difannull the Decree of the 
Lord and Judge of the whole Earth ? Who 
art thou, that dareſt moſt preſumptuouſly 
to deny that the Soul is ſaved by Faith 
only ; when the moſt peremptory Deciſion 
of this important Point, ftands recorded 
even, in thoſe memorable Words, with 
which. the Son of God took his Fare wel 


_— + 


of this our lower World ? He that believeth 
and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved. My Ho- 
nour, "Faithfulnefs, and Truth, ſtand all 
engaged | to ſee the promiſed Salvation, in- 
finitely glorious, | as it is, ſecured and full 
filled, to him that believeth. „ 5b: th 5 
But then the Queſtion of everlaſting mo- 
ment returns, W Bat doth this Faith im- 
Ne What doth this believing of the 


4 bo Goſpel, | 
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Galpel, to which the ineſtimable Promiſe 
3s made, imply ? When this is underſtood, 
Tam perſuaded, all Apprehenſions, leaſt 
the Practice of mor al Righteouſneſs ſhould 
be lighted, or the Obligations of Obedi- 
*enice weakened,” will vaniſh aw And you 
will be able to ſee, with hat Truth, the 
Apoſtle made that warm and noble Aſſer- 
tion,----Do we then nale void the Law 
through Faith? God forbia, Je we we gl 
. the Law, Rom. ili. 31. | 
The Scripture Senſe, of the Words F aith 
and Believe, implies much more than, the 
Aﬀent of the Mind without Debate or 
Cavil, to all the Particulars included in the 
Goſpel, as the very Truth of Cop, For 
this Aſſent may be, and very often 1 is, Where, 
there is no Believing, - according g to the 
Scripture Definition of it. The Book in⸗ 
deed, which contains the Goſj pel, muſt be 
received without Doubt, as Se pure un- 
mixed Revelation of Gop. But ſtill, this 
is only a preparatory step neceſſary to make 
Way for that precious Faith, of which St. 
Peter ſpeaks ; That Belict of the Goſpel, 
to which the Promiſe of Salvation is an- 
nered. Whilſt you reject the Scripturesas 
2 Fable, 
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2 Fable, you cannot believe the Goſpel; 
but you may allow the Scriptures to. be 
true, and yet have no Faith in the Goſpel: 
This Aſſertion you will not diſpute, 
when you conſider the Belief of the Scrip- 
tures, is generally no more, than the Effect 
of Education. It ariſes from the Deference 
we naturally pay to the Notions our Fore- 
Fathers held before us. Indolence, and a 
Carnal Mind, are glad to take up with na- 
tional, eſtabliſhed Opinions in Matters of 
Religion, for which they have no Reliſh;nor 
apprehend enough of their Importance, to 
put therm upon Search and Enquiry. Hence, 
in a Country called Chriſtian, all Men, 
except ſuch as blaſpheme Joins Chollly: are 
accounted-to have Faith. 

But the Belief or Faith, by which auly a 
Man is ſaued, is far more than the ſimple 
Aſſent of the Underſtanding; obtained 
either through the Benefit of Education, or 
the much nobler Means of perſonal Exami- 
nation and Trial of the Witneſſes, which 
atteſt the divine Original of the Goſpel. 
This Faith, is the confdent Truſt, and a- 
biding Dependance of the Heart on the Goſ- 
pel, as the infinitly wiſe, holy, and graci- 
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aus Appointment af God, for the Recovery 
of us ſinful and rebellious Creatures. It is 
not only a Perſuaſion, firm and immove- 
able, that every Thing related in the Goſpel 
is Truth. und no Lie hut moreover a joy- 
aus Approbation, and a moſt thankful Ac- 
ceptance of this Record, which Gop has, 
given, of his Son; as moſt. neceſſary and. 
ad vantageous to yourſelf in particular; as 
the only Method of Salvation which can be 
depended on, for the Supply of the diſ- 
trefling Wants and Neceflities of a finful, 
helpleſs Creature. For ſinful and helpleſs, 
every one will-confeſs, is his own true Cha- 
racer; ee ee Knowledge of 
Himſelf. Scott G 8 
The wn eb given of Faith, in che 
Writing of the Schoolmen, viz. That it 
is believing upon the Authority of the Re- 
Waler, repreſents it andy as the Ac of the 
Vnderſtanding. But the Definition given 
of Gov; of that Faith vchich bringeth Sal- 
vation; bath much of the Affections engag- 
ed in it. Vith the Heart Man -believeth 
unto Righteouſneſs.) It implies no leſs the 
full, cheerful Determination of the Will to 
chooſe and embrace; the Olyerts propoſed 
£55 to- 
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tot, as moſt excellent, than the Conviction 
of the Underſtanding, that they bear all the 
Marks and Signatures of Truth. 

This, I apprehend, is clearly ph by 
the two following Scriptures which come 
up to the Point in Hand. Now. Faith, 
(that Faith which immediately before is de- 
dared to be the Principle, by which the 
Juſt, thoſe accounted ſo by the great Gop 
himſelf, ſhall live) in the Subſnce of Things 
hoped. far, the. Evidence F 7. hings not ſeens 
Heb. xi. 1. The original Word Ar eee 
which: our Tranſlators have rendered Sub- 
ſtance, is explained in the Margin of the 
great Bible, by two. other Words, Ground, 


or. Confidence. From whence ariſe two dif- 
ferent Expoſitions of this firſt Part of. the 


Character of Scri pture-F aith, That it is the 
Subſtance of Things boped for. The one Inter- 
pretation is, that F aich i 18 the r requiſite Con- 
dition of o our Hope; the Baſis an- Pillar on 
which it is built. Becauſe Salvation, the 4 
very Thing hoped, for, is propoſed only to ry 
Faith; and therefore muſt ſtand or fall 
| with Reſpect to each Individual, in Pro- 


£3 CY Fly, 


active Principle, | The other In terpretation 
is, that Faith | is A x firm undoubted Perſua- 
5 ſion 
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fion of the Truth of thoſe Promiles,” upon n 
which Hope depends, atiticipating in Part, 
the Joys it expects, and giving ſome # pre- 
font Taſte of Satisfactions, which in their 
Fullneſs, are yet to come; by making Men 
as certain of receiving of chem. 8 if, "they 
had them in Poſſeſſion. och, 
Ihe former of thelexþolitions ofthe firſt 
Part of the Character of Faith, contains no 
Abſurdity, but is well conſiſtent with the 
Doctrine of the Goſpel, and the Terms of 
everlaſting Salvation. Yet the Latter ſeems 
rather to be preferred, becauſe it is the 
Senſe in which the ſame original W ord is 
aſe in the third Chapter of this "Epiſtle, 
ver. 14. where che Apoſtie ſpeaks of hold- 
ing the Beginning of our GEG fed] Con- 
fidence, fie aß unte the End. Add -t ik, 
it is the Senſe, fo 1 which, the. whole Scope 2 
of his Argument directly leads; : ſince it was 
the Confidence of Hope, Which exalted 
: thoſe antient Heroes to ſuſtain with admit 

able Patience, all Hardſhips, Miſeries and 


Torture; and to trample on the Pride and 


ures of theWorld, with am azin g 1 For- 
titude. It was through the ſtrong and 
powerful, Perſuaſion of a future Recom- 
pence. bse in particular, Is propoſed, 
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whoſe: Faith was fo. vigorous as to ſupply 
all. the. Defe&s of Senſe, and to enable him 
to endure, as even. ſeeing him that is invifible. 
To the fame Purpoſe, is that other 
Part, which compleats the Scripture | 
Definition of Faith or Believing ; it 
is | the Evidence of Things not ſeen. 
Here the Object is diverſified and extends 
farther; but the Nature and Operation of 
Faith is ſtill the ſame. The Evidence here 
ſpoken of is expreſſed in the Original, by 
the Word (:\+y/&.) a Word uſed among 
Philoſophers, to ſignify the moſt ſtrict and 
certain Demonſtration. The Word implies, 


either that Sort of Reaſoning, which can- 
not deceive, but neceſſarily infers a true and 
infallible Concluſion ; or elſe that Cenvic- 
tion and-Perſuaſion of the Mind, which is 
no Way liable to Doubt or Heſitation. 
From either Acceptation, the infallible 
Certainty and Aſſurance of Divine Faith, 
is equally eſtabliſhed. And though the 
Object of Faith is too ſublime for the Un- 
derſtanding to graſp; though incapable 
either of mathematical or 

Proof. Vet, nevertheleſs, it has ſuch Evi- 
dence as is not in Reality at all inferior; it 
gains ſuch. Aﬀent from the Mind, as la- 
1 bours 
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bours under no Uncertainty, and Triumplis 
ovor all Oppoſition. So ſtrong and powerful 
is the Perſuaſion ariſing from it, that no 
"Truths have been embraced with fuch 
Firmneſs, or maintained with ſuch invin- 
eible Conſtancy and Reſolution, as the 
Truths which are propoſed to our Faith. * 
If Faith then, or Believing, is truly de- 
ned by the inſpired Writer; in the one 
Part, tobe confident Perſugſon of Things 
Hoped for: There, you ſee, is the abſolute 
Engagement of the Affections of the Heart, 
and the delightful Reliance on the Certainty 
of the Things propoſed: In the other Part, 
the Evidence of Things not ſeen, there is 
the full * alſo of the e ITT _ 
"Underſtanding. © 
Another Setiptire, is, if poſſible, a ail 
ſtronger Confirmation, that the Nature of 
true Faith, is what has been | deſcribed, 
Heb. xi. 13. Theſe all, viz. Abraham and 
"Sarah, Iſaac and Ro _ in Funn not 
N having 


p 1n ir, and . you fe 

the Neceſſity of Praying, to be poſſeſſed and governed 
by, it ; and with what Reaſon, Faith i is ſo often ſaid P 
"be the Gift of God, and of his SR; _ 
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Zaving received the Promiſes, but having ſeen 
them afar off, and were perſuaded of them, 
perfectly aſſured of their Reality, and em- 
braced them, i. e. affectionately and moſt 
joyfully received them, as Things moſt ex- 
cellent and advantageous to themſelves, and 
of the higheſt Importance; which made ſo 
deep an Impreſſion, and wrought ſo power- 
fully on their Hearts, that though rich and 
great, and mighty, hey confeſſed they were 
Strangers and Pilgrims on the Earth. 
Now it is believing in like Manner the 
Goſpel. It is this immoveable Perſuaſion, | 
that the Grace, Righteouſneſs, and Salva- 
tion revealed therein, are the greateſt Reali- 
ties; and embracing them as ſuch, with 
eager Hope, and unſhaken Confidence, of 
being brought to the full Poſſeſſion of them. 
This, and this alone, is the Believing of 
the Goſpel, to which the Promiſe of . 
tion is annexed. | 2 
Hence obſerve, I intreat you, Ne fel 
particular Notice, how widely and- totally 
different true Scripture Faith, or Believing 
the Goſpel is, from that worthleſs Counter- 
feit of it, which generally paſſeth for Faith 
and with which the Multitude of nominal 
Chriſtians, reſt ſatisfied. Gold does not differ 
more 
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from Droſs, nor Weakneſs. from Power, 
than what Men commonly call Faith, 
from what the Word of Gop defines it to 
The common Faith which generally paſ- 
ſes unqueſtioned and unſuſpected, is as 
old as the Memory of the Man who pro- 
feſſes it. How he came by it he cannot 
tell, but having never Atheiſtically denied 


the Scripture, or derided a he — been in 


always a Believer. _ 

The true Faith, or believing the Golpel o en... 
the Contrary, has been obtained by Prayer, 
and is acknowledged to be the Gift of Gon. 
The Time is well remembred, when no o- 


ther Reaſon could be given, why ſuch and 


ſuch Things were believed, than Cuſtom and 
Education. The Time is remembered, by 
every true Believer, when his Faith was no 
more than a barren. Conviction of his Un- E, 
derſtanding at moſt ; a poor lifelels Aſſent 


to the Articles of the Chriſtian Creed, void 


of all Approbation of it in his own Heart, 
and void of all Dependance upon it, as the 
Thing which e of all n the 
Life of his Soul. 12 

But now, True Faith Rs him a MY 
e every * promiſed i in the 
: Goſpel, 


3 
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Goſpel, is the Foundation of preſent Peacc 
and Joy, and exerciſes upon their proper 
and only adequate Objects, the beſt Af- 
fections of his Heart. ; = 

The common Faith, or believing the 
Goſpel, complains not of its own Weak- 
neſs, or ſeeks for more Strength and Eſta» - 
bliſhment. It leaves a Man juſt what it 
found Him by natural Temper, and Diſ- 
poſition. It will ſuffer Him to remain 


alas | ſtill fooliſh, deceived, diſobedient, 


ſerving divers Luſts and Pleaſures, and 
governed in the moſt abject Manner by 
worldly Hopes and Fears. Not ſo the true 


Faith. Ambition itſelf does not court 


Honour more eagerly, than this ſeeks to be 
encteaſed. It cries Day by Day to be ad- 
vanced to higher Degrees of Perfection. 
Its Property and Glory is, to purify the 
Heart; to overcome the World; to make a 
Man chufe rather to ſuffer Affliction with - 
the People of Gop, than to enjoy the 
Pleaſures of Sin for a Seaſon, and to 
eſteem even the Reproach of Chriſt, 
greater Riches than the World can give. 
The > Nature of true Faith or an 5 


it, bum LO ality perceive the © 
H Cant 


98 8 ERM ON IV. 


Cauſe, at leaſt in Part, of the general Pre- 
judice of Mankind againſt the fundamental 
Doctrine of the Scripture; Juſtification by 
Faith only. If by this Faith is underſtood 
the bare Aſſent of the Mind, the allowing 
the Truth of the Things contained in 
Scripture, without diſpute. Nothing is ſo 
falſe and diabolical as this Aſſertion. So far 
from being juſtified by ſuch 2 Faith only, 
all the Works it can produce joined to it, 
will profit a Man Nothing. Becauſe it 
wants that Affiance of Heart in Gop, and 
moſt unfeigned Submiſſion to his Will, 
which is the Root from which alone 
every good Work can grow. Sucha Faith 
cannot be too much diſparaged, or too 
contemptouſly exploded, nor' the certain 
Ruin of building any Hope upon it, too 
Oy expoſed. _ 

On the other Hand, when by betovithe 
is underſtood (as the Scriptures teach us to 
underſtand the Word) a lively, active Per- 
ſuaſion in the Mind, of the Truth of the 
Incarnation, Life, Death, and Interceſſion 
of Chriſt, for the Purpoſes declared in the 
Bible; with a moſt thankful Acceptance of 
Gop's method of ſaving Sinners, by this one 
a the Man Curd Jeſus, with a 
57 bh Renun- 
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Renunciation of all other Ways and Means 
pretending to the ſame End, as abſurd, in- 
jurious to Gop, and perilous to the Soul. 
In this Senſe of believing, it is not more 
plain from the Evidence of the Scripture 
that there is a Gop; than that a// the 
Promiſes of Grace and Juſtification, of 
Help and Protection here, of Glory and 
Salvation hereafter, are made over to it. 
Every other Thing called Faith, whether 
it be the blaſphemous Antinomian's Boaſts 
by which he horribly believes Gop is no 
Avenger of the Love and Practice of Sin, in 
them who pretend to ſee their Union with 
Chriſt ;-. or whether it be the blind formal 
Phariſee's, deceitful Profeſſion of Depen- 
dance on. Chriſt, it is equally vile and refuſe. 
It-is Nonſenſe, it is Blaſphemy, to ſuppoſe 
any Manner of Blefling or Grace, can be 
derived to the Soul, from a lifeleſs Opinion, 
in which the Heart has nothing to do. 
+. Whilſt: on the other Hand, it is as plain 
from the Pſalms and the Prophets ; theTeſ- 
timony of the Apoſtles, and the Words of 
Chriſt Himſelf, that He that believeth the 
Goſpel ſhall. be ſaved. The Reaſon is, be- 
_ cauſe whoſoever believeth this with his 
Heart, will be as much deterred from 
"TY e Tranſ- 
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Tranſgreſſion and Diſobedience, by the plain 
Denunciations of Chriſt, on the Wicked 
and Hypocritical, as he is led to apply to, 
and confide in Him for his promiſed Help 
and Salvation. For the whole Word of the 
Lord, is the object of every true Beliver's 
Faith; the Law as the Rule of Life, the 
Goſpel as the Miniſtration of Life; every 
Commandment and Prohibition, no leſs 
than every Invitation and Promiſe of Grace. 
Now. He that believeth thus, ſhall be 
ſaved. No Acts of Diſobedience in Time 
paſt ſhall be laid to his Charge; ſo as to 
prevent his receiving a Bleſſing from the 
Lord, and Righteouſneſs from the Gon 
of his Salvation. Whoever thus believeth 
ſhall be ſaved, even no from Ignorance 
and Error, which hides the Sinfulneſs-of 
Sin, for Chriſt is made of Gop, unto Him 
Light and Wiſdom ; from fearful Reflec- 
tions and Guilt of Conſcience, for Chriſt 
is bis Righteouſneſs and Propitiation ; from 
the Dominion of vile Luſts and Affections, 
for Chriſt, : by communicating to Him of 
his own Virtue, ſhall be his Sanctification. 
And in that great and terrible Day, when 
every Hypocrite and Unbeliever, the one 
who foolithly imagined his notional Aſſent 
Ai | LAS, > to 
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to Scripture Truths, was ſaving Faith; and 
the other, who daringly publiſhed his Con- 
tempt of Gop's Word, ſhall equally. find 
Rejection at the Tribunal of Wiſdom: and 
Juſtice. At that Day when Milliens alas! 
ſhall periſh, having found no Mediator ; 
then ſhall he that believeth, find the ineſ- 
timable Worth of his Faith, for he foal ; 
& 3 from the Wrath to come. 

That adorable and almighty Serious 
to whom he has fled for Refuge; whoſe 
redeeming Grace revealed from Faith to 
Faith in the Goſpel, He has laid hold on, 
as his Hope, will not make him aſhamed. 
But compaſſed about with his Faithfulneſs 
and Truth, as with an impregnable Shield, 
He ſhall ou 2 from my Evil, and from 
„Bades 6 this believing - the Goſpel, the 
Log: Jeſus Chriſt requires every Man, 
that would be his Diſciple, to give a publick 
Teſtimony, in the Face of his Church, and 
the World, that He is a Sinner, ſtanding 
in abſolute Need . of his purifying Blood 
and Spirit. The Corruption of Human 
Nature, that moſt offenfive Article to our 
Pride, is the Foundation of all Religion 
4 cometh from above. Particular Care 
| * therefore 
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therefore was taken under the Law, deeply 
to imprint this Truth on the Heart. Every 
Parent was to behold the Blood, ſtreaming 
from his new- born Infant if a Male, and 
when only eight Days old, the Fleſh of its 
Foresſkin was to be circumciſed, as an 
outward: and viſible Sign of the Circumoiſion 
F the. Heart in the Spirit, by which every 
vile Luſt and inordinate Affection was to 
be cut off with Smart and Pain, though 
near and dear, as his own Fleſh; | +47 14 
Under the Goſpel, that higheſt Diſ- 
penſation of Grace and Love, a bloody 
Ordinance: would be unſeemly. Vet the 
ſame fundamental Truth muſt be as for- 
cibly taught. Every one without Difference 
or Diſtinction, is required to ſubmiti$oBap- 
tiſm, to be waſhed with Water, as an 
outward and viſible Sign of that F ilthineſs 
both of Fleſh and Spirit, which cleaves to 
every Child of Adam, and of the Need 
every one has of being waſhed nd cleanſed, 
and ſanci ted, and ſulſiiſicd, in the Name of 
the Lord Fejus, and 47 5105 Shinit 5 our 
Gad. 1 Cornelighto 2 e t rie- tr 
- That Baptiſm, was —— as the moſt 
ſtriking Declaration of natural and acquired 
Guil t, is clear from this Scripture. And 
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all the People thab heard Fohn the Baptiſt, 
andthe Publitans juſtified God. They con- 
feſſed the Truth of his Charge againſt 
them, as Sinners deſerving to periſh, being 
baptized with the Baptiſm of Fohn. Luke vii. 
29, 30. But the Phariſees and Lawyers 
rejected the Counſel of God againſt themſebves, 
being not baptized. They truſted in them- 
ſelves as righteous, and would not be 
brought to own their Want of Purification, 
both inwardly and outwardly. _ _. 
Nou to refuſe or deſpiſe Baptiſm, in this 
proud Phariſaic Spirit, is a deadly Evil, 
a fruſtrating the Counſel. of Gop. Which 
is this, that every Soul of Man ſhould ſay, 
with that burning and ſhining Light, to 
Jeſus, I have need to be baptized of thee. _ 
1. Nay, to overlook or ſet aſide the Ordi- 
nance, under any Pretence,. is a. moſt fla- 
grant Proof of the dreadful Effects of 
Enthuſiaſm, and the blinding Power of 
Education. Lamentable is it, that any who 
can call themſelves Chriſtians, ſhould in- 
terpret away this Scripture , Precept; and 
by magnifying the inward Operations of 
the Holy Ghoſt, ſlight the Ordinance of 
TAR 


in this Point; our Lord, I fay, thus Words 
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©,” Nevertheleſs where this is done thrangh 
an erroneous Judgment; and true Faith 
in the Name of the only begotten Son of 
God, has its Seat in the Heart, and the 
Waſhing of the Holy Ghoſt, in Conſe- 
quence of that, is experienced; we have 
a Warrant, and a moſt comfortable one 
it is, to aſſure us, that though the Hay and 
Stubble of ſuch a fooliſn Opinion ſhall 
be burnt, the Man who imbibed it, may 
yet be ſaved. Since our Lord Himſelf, in a 
Manner very much to be remarked ; in a 
Manner totally oppoſite to the bigotted 
_ Bpirit of Papiſts, and thoſe who in un- 

hallowed Rigour, adopt their Sentiment 


the latter Clauſe. of the Commiſſion He 
gave to his Apoſtles, He that beheveth not 
ſhall be damned. Foreſeeing, poſſibly, how 
many ſimple-hearted, faithful Souls, would 
de ſeduced into this Error, not through 
contempt of Chriſtian Authority, but At- | 
tachment to Parental Inſtructions, He 
drops Baptiſm, and, as in all other Places, 
donounces Damnation only upon Unbelief. 
May the Lord grant us therefore his 
; Org; ſo perfectly and without all Doubt 
75 to;believe i in his Son Jeſus Chriſt, that our 
7 aith in his Sight may never be reproved. 
ts | | 8 E R- 
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The great Sin of Vabelief. 
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Manx xvi. 2 16. 


And be ſaid unto > Go ye into all the 
World and preach che Gl to every 
Creature. 
go E. that believeth and is baptized ſhall be 
ſaved; but Be that believeth not A ” 
_ damned. n 


2 Part te gn 


TN confiderivy the former Clauſe of the 
Text, I have already ſhown, what is 
2 of the word Goſpel, viz. The 
Revelation and free Offer of Grace, Mercy, 
and Peace, from Gop the Father, by our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in order to engags Sin- 
| to repent and return to him. ny, 
: believing 
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believing this Goſpel, implies, embracing 
it as the infinitely wiſe, -holy,- and gracious 
Contrivance of Gop, and with all Affiance 
of Heart, depending upon it, as the r 
Way of Salvation. 

Now to Perſons ieee N the 
Enmity there is in the Minds of all fallen 
Men, againſt Gop, it muſt appear altoge- 
ther incredible, that his Goſpel, the richeſt 
Manifeſtation of his Love, ſhould be de- 
ſpiſed, or rejected by any Sinner. That 
when the offended, the highly injured Ma- 
jeſty of Heaven, ſhould humble himſelf to 
preſent a Rebel with a Pardon, and beſeech 
him to accept the Honour of being made 
his adopted Child, he ſhould be fo daringly 
Inſolent, as to ſlight the proffered Grace, 
and prefer the lawleſs State of Sin, to that 
of Reconciliation with Gop. 

Nevertheleſs, Rejection of the Goſpel, 
however inexcuſable, has always been too 
frequent, Therefore, that Gop might ap- 
pear juſtified, and every one be compelled 
to ſay, nothing could have been done more 
for. the Salvation of Sinners, .than he hath 
done; he hath denounced the moſt alarm- 
ing Condemnation, full of extreme Miſery 

againſt SAY one, Who rejects this glorious 
and 


1 
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and everlaſting Goſpel; ſo as not to depend 
on it alone for Salvation, and to be faſhion- 
ed in the Manner of his Life, and the 
Tempers of his Heart, by it. He has 
powerfully addreſſed himſelf to the Maſter- 
Paſſion in every Mind, the Love of Self- 
Preſervation, by declaring, He n bellv⸗ 
eth not ſhall be damned. in t 

The peculiar and exceeding ann en 
vations, with which this Sin of Unbelief is 
chargeable, lay more concealed from com- 
mon Obſervation, than thoſe Offences, 
which immediately injure and annoy our 
Fellow-Creatures; and on this Account the 
peremptory Denunciation in the Text, car- 
ries with it the Sound of an unreaſonable 
and cruel Sentence. I ſhall therefore in the 
following Diſcourſe, draw aſide the Vail 
which hides the deteſtable Nature and Pro- 
perties of Unbelief, by proving, it is not 
in the Power of Man to commit, nor even 
in his Heart to conceive any Sin, which 
juſtly deſerves fuch ene e of 
Puniſhment. 15 


ni Will appears by proving to you. ä 


5 That Unbelief, 3 it W out 
into open rn or goes no farther 
than 


- - — — — — 
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than Contempt am of the Goſpel; 
caſts. the fouleſt Diſhonour upon the Per- 
ſoctions of God, as; offers the ftIn- 


| op o he , en — | 


U. That aden Cauſes — Adis 
mach Unbelief can e are wile; and — 
abe e Hater 
Ul. That this Unbelief is r SOT 
dent Denial of ſuch high and uncontroul- 
able Evidence, as never atteſted any paſt 
rn 3 ge dean, enn 


* L — to . it is not * he . 
Man to conceive, much leſs in his Power 
to commit any Sin, which juſtly deſerves 
ſuch Sevexity of Puniſhment, as the Sin of 
not believing, with the Heart, the Goſpel. 
Selfiſh to the laſt Degree, as we are by 
— .. we meaſure the Iniquity and 
Guilt of Sins, only by the Injury and Vio- 
lence, which they offer unto Society, and 
to curſelves as Parts of it. According to 
vrhich falſe Eſtimate, the execrable Attempt 


even of Satan, and the Angels which kept 


not their firſt Eſtate. of dubjection, but 
dared to levy War in Heaven againſt the 
eternal 
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eternal Majeſty, muſt paſs for a leſs Crime 
than Villainy between Man and Man. 
But be not deceived, the moſt malignant 
Property and provoking Evil in Sin itſelf, 
is the Contempt and Injury it offers to the 
adorable Attributes of God. | 

Now judging according to this Rule, 
| which cannot be diſputed, without {4 
that Jehovah, like the Idol of Epicurus, 
ſits in Heaven over all, abſolutely uncon- 
cerned about our Sentiments of Him, or 
regard to Him. Judging according to this 
Rule, there is no ſingle Species of Iniquity, 
comparable in Guilt, with that of refuſing 
to depend on, and to embrace with all Joy, 
the Goſpel. 

By this very AR, every Unbeliever treats 
the Wiſdom of Gop as Fooliſhnefs, the 
Truth of Gop as a Lie, and the higheſt 
poſſible Expreſſion of his Love, as too mean 
and — to deſerve his 1. 
Regard. WR 
By Unbelief it is evident, you treat the 

Wiſdom of Gop as Fooliſhneſs. For it is 
not the Arrangement, the Beauty, and the 
perfect Harmony of the Things in this 
viſible Creation, though theſe have ex- 
cited Wonder 'and Admiration in every 


deepeſt — 2 of Philoſophy; and do 
nobly diſplay the Glory of Gop, and ſhew 
his handy Work. Neither is it the over- 
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thinking Mind: been magnified by the 


ruling Appointment of his Providence, 

which cares for and ſuper- intends the World. 
It is not in either of theſe, which the moſt 
high Gop glories, as the Demonſtration. of 


his Wiſdom. No, beyond all theſe Diſco- 


veries of that adoreable Attribute, and by 


May of Eminence, Chriſt is expreſily ne 


the WIs pon of Go. 1 Cor. i. 24. 
In and by Him manifeſt in the Fleſh, Ke 
ad all his Undertakings in the Cha- 
rafter and Office of the Redeemer, by this 
Means it is declared, Ephe. iii, 10. that 


even tothe Principalities and Powers in 


Heavenly Places, i. e. to thoſe exalted An- 
gels who beheld and ſhouted together when 
the Foundation of the Earth was laid, the 


| Goſpel is revealed, to the Intent that unto 


2 might be known the manifold M 

dom f God. And as infinitely delighted 
wich the more abundant Diſplays, of this 
Perfection in the Scheme of Redemption, 
they are ſaid to deſire to look into it, the 


more e rccuretely to acquaint themſelves with 


. 1 21 | 4Þ 
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the 7 ings contained in the e Goſpel. 
1 Peter i. 12. 

Can any Thing then equi the con- 
temptful Inſult offered to the Wiſdom of 
Go p, by a wretched, ignorant, ſinful 
Worm, daring to treat that as a Matter 
of little Importance, which was planned 
with ſuch wonderful Counſel before the 
World was made; the Expectation of it, 
kept up by a Series of the nobleſt Prophecies; 
and the Accompliſhment perfected; not by 
any created Being, but by Him, who was 
with God, and was God. Nor otherwiſe 
accompliſhed by Him, then by his aſſuming 
the Form of a Servant, and dying on a Croſs. 
After ſuch a coſtly, myſterious Method 
made uſe of, to regain our Paradiſe, and 
to procure Salvation for every penitent, 
and believing Sinner. After all this, to 
have it deſpiſed as a fooliſh Contrivance, 
or overlooked as inſignificant, in Compa- 
riſon of the Things of Time, is in 
the moſt ſhocking Manner to arraign the 
Wiſdom of Gop. And if He who calls 
his Brother, who' is really like himſelf, a 
Child of Ignorance and Darkneſs, Thou 
Fool, ſhall be in danger of Hell- Fire, cer- 
tainly, you who perſiſt by your Unbelief to 

| | call 


N 
| 
| 
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call eternal Wiſdom fo, deſerve the ſebereſt 
Puniſhment, 1. e. to be damned. Ny 
But if it is a provoking Inſult, for a 
Creature ſo ignorant and fooliſh as Man, 


to ſet at ought the nobleſt Inſtance of his 


Creator's Wiſdom; how does it increaſe the 
Sinfulneſs of ſuch a Conduct, when at the 
ſame Time it repreſents the Truth of God,” 

as a Lie. I will ſubmit it to your own De- 

termination, whether a more hateful and 
conſummate Villain can be found, then one 
who traduces the Characters of the moſt 
ſincere, as if no Credit was to be given to 

their moſt ſolemn Protniſes. Nay, if He 
ſhould fingle out for the ſpecial Object of 
his poiſonous Slander, ſome Character in- 
finitely removed from Falſhood and Diſ- 
ſimulation, and make it his Bufinefs totally 
to deſtroy his Reputation in the Minds of 


others. Would you not in a ſuch a Caſe 


with Indignation ſay, O thou falſe Tongues 4 

what Reward ſhall be done unto Thee F even 

ſharp Arrows with hot burning Coals. * 
et in this very Light doth the Spe 


place before us every Unbeliever. 1 John v. 


o, 11, He that believeth on the Son of God, 
hath the Witneſs in Himſelf ; He that be- 
gen not God (in his Teſtimony con- 
cerning 


Bt, 
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cerning Chriſt and Salvation by Him alone) 
hath made Him à LI AR, becauſe He be- 
lieveth not the Record, which God hath given 
of his Son. And this is the Record that God 
bath given to us eternal Life, and this Life 
is in his Son. 

What Aggravation is it poſſible to add 
to the Sin of Man, after you have ſaid, 
that by it, He makes the bleſſed Gop the 
Fountain of Truth, and with whom is no 
Variableneſs, nor Shadow of Turning, 
to be that very Thing which amongſt Men, 
is moſt infamous; that by his Sin, He 
makes the bleſſed Gop, a Liar? 

If ſuch an Imputation is wont to kindle 
unextinquiſhable Wrath, in every Breaſt, 
but that of the meek, humble Chriſtian, 
when charged upon us by our Equals; 
knowing that to Lie, implies the Abſence of 
every good Quality in the Heart. How 
ſhall we form any juſt Apprehenſions of the 
enormous Provocation, it is to that Gop, 
whoſe Name is JEALous, to ſee and 
hear Himſelf thus reproached, by the 
neglect of his dear and only begotten Son 
amongſt us ? By the Slight put upon his 
Goſpel, when it demands the moſt thankful 
Affections of Love, and deepeſt Reverence? 

I Can 
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Can any higher Diſhonour, or more cutting 
Injury, be offered by finful Man to the 
Gop of Heaven ? 

Ves, this is ſtill aggravated by the Con- 
ſideration, that it treats the higheſt Inſtance 


of God's Love, as unworthy of any ſuit- 


able Notice and Regard. It is Written, 
| God commendeth his Love to us, in that, 
when 10e were yet Sinners, Chrift died for us. 
Our Creation by the Power of GOD, 
our Preſervation by his Goodneſs, the 
Bounties of his Providence, and above 
all, his Long- Suffering towards us, though - 
ſo frequently provoked to cut us off; are 
ſatisfactory Proofs, that He is loving unto 

_ every Man, and that his Mercy reacheth 
over all. But the Inſtance, - proving his 
Good-Will to Man, above all others; prov- 
ing that He loved us, with all his Heart, 
and Mind, and Soul and Strength, is this, 
T hat He gave his only begotten Son, to the - 
End that all who believe in Him ſhould not 
periſh, but have everlaſting Life. John iii. 16. 
Now to ſin againſt ſuch Love, as this, 
to treat the Report of it, as the Device of 
Prieſtcraft, or to be no more affected with 
it, than if it was ſo, is the Exceſs of Hard- 
neis of Heart, and the. hen. Pitch of 
Baſe- 


- 


+ 4 


r Its 
Baſeneſs, Ingratitude can arrive at. Does 
GoD in this moving Manner, enough to melt 
down the moſt obdurate Heart, declare 
the afflicting Injuries He received from 
Iſrael of Old, ſaying, Hear O Heavens, 
and give Ear O Earth, for the Lord hath 

ſpoken, I have nouriſhed, and brought up 
Children, and they have rebelled againſt me ! 
In what ſtronger Terms might his Com- 
plaint and Quarrel, be urged againſt Thee, 
O Man, whoſoever thou art, that rejecteſt, 
or deſpiſeſt his Goſpel. 

Hear O Heaven, and give Ear O Earth, 
might He ſay, for @ horrible Thing ts come 
to paſs. My Son, my only begotten Son, the 
Brightneſs of my Glory, the expreſs Image of 
my Perſon, have ] delivered up for your Of 
| fences, and made a Curſe for your Sins, 
and behold you trample this my Son under your 
' Feet, you count his Blood a common 7 Bing. | 

Much of Inſolence it implies not to fall 
proſtrate in Adoration before the Revelation 
of the Wiſdom of Go: Still greater Wick- 
edneſs of Heart, to depend on any other 
way of Salvation, than that Wiſdom has 
provided. But the horrid Perfection of 
Iniquity, is to remain unconcerned and 

I 2 un- 


— 
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 nnaffected amidſt the moſt amazing Diſplay 
of the Riches of Gop's Grace. 
Now all this, in Truth and Fact, is 
chargeable on every one, to whom the 'Gol- 
pel is offered by the Word of Gop, and 
yet is not cordially received, and moſt con- 
ſcientiouſly obeyed. 
Again. He that believeth not the Goſ⸗ 
pel, ſo as to be governed by it, and depend 
on it, with his whole Heart; offers the ut- 
moſt Indignity and Affront to Gop the Son. 
It is written, though he was rich, i. e. 
poſſeſſed of all the Glories of proper Divi- 
nity, yet for our Sales He became poor. 
He was afflicted and he was oppreſſed; 
no Sorrow was like unto his Sorrow, they 
buffeted, ſpit upon, mocked, ſcourged, and 
crucified Him. All the Motive and Induce- 
ment, which led Him to endure : theſe 
Things, was the Joy of making Recon- 
ciliation for Iniquity, of opening a Door 
of Hope, and Acceſs, to God, which his 
Juſtice and Purity muſt haye , eternally 
forbid, had not Chriſt /# uffered the Fuſt for 
the Unjuſt, bearing their Sins in his own 
Body on the Tree. No additional Honours 
could be offered to Himſelf, who enjoyed 


equal Glory with the F ather before the 
; World 
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World was, -to lead him to undertake for 
us: It was the joyous. Proſpect, that his 
Goſpel would be received by many, not in 
Word, but in Power; that he ſhould ſee the 
Travel of his Soul in the eternal Salvation 
of Sinners, who by this means would be 
made meet for Heaven ; that he ſhould ſee 
this and be ſatisfied. 

But in every particular Inſtance, herd 
the contrary happens; in the Caſe of every 
Unbeliever, who either caſts out his Goſpel, 
with blaſphemous Revilings, or only Ho- 
nours it with hypocritical Profeſſions; there 
the Son of Gop, ſees all his Deſigns of 
Love fruſtrated : His Agony and Bloody 
Sweat; his Croſs and ben n 8 no- 
thing. 
Such bete or Neglect of his Death 
and Mediation, loudly proclaim, he might 
as well have fat in Heaven for ever, and 
never humbled himſelf to interpoſe in our 
Behalf. Since without his Undertakings, 
we might fare as well, and obtain as _— 
of Mercy, as we deſire. AA tle 
The violent Provocation, which ſuch a 
Diſpoſition towards the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
gives, is emphatically ſet forth i in this ſtrik- 
ing ak Heb. vi. 6. Who crucifie to them- 

} I 3 ſelves 
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ſelves the Son of God afreſh, and (as far as 
in them lies) put him to an open Shame. : .. 
Since all the Glory, and the Excellence, 
nay the very Fitneſs and the Wiſdom of his 
Undertakings, is utterly denied, unleſs the 
Goſpel is received with all Thankfulneſs, 
and truſted in, with all Confidence, as the 
ſure Foundation of a Sinner's Sen and 
Peace with Gop. ' 

Once more, he that hath the Goel 1 
fered to him, and rejects or over- looks it, 
does the higheſt Dae to Gor * Holy 
Ghoſt. _ 

The moſt * 8 3 
St. Stephen charged upon the Perſons, 
who were the very Murderers, of the Lord 
of Life and Glory, was this; Ye ftiff-necked 
and uncircumciſed in Heart, and Ears, ye 
do always reſſt the Holy Ghoſt, Acts vii. 51. 
Who. hath. ſpoken in and by the Servants 
and Prophets of God, The very ſame Charge 
ſtands againſt every Unbeliever. Yowdo de- 
ſpite to the Spirit. For the great Office and 
Employment, he is engaged in on Earth, is 
fo tate of the Things which are Chriſt s, John 
xvii, 1 5. which relate to his Perſon, Cha- 
racter and Kingdom; and ſbe them unto 
Men, To diſcover their Excellence in ſo 

R aftect- 
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affecting a Manner, that they may enter- 
tain more exalted and worthy Thoughts of 
Chriſt. To ſet at nought therefore his Goſpel; 
to be too much engaged in Buſineſs or Plea- 
ſures; to ſeek after the Knowledge of its 
Truth, is directly oppoſing that eternal and 
ever bleſſed Spirit, who is ſent by the Son, 
into our World, to magnify his Name and 
his Goſpel above all Things. 

Attend duly to theſe Declarations, which 
are frequent in the Scripture, and you will 
own it is a juſt and righteous Thing, to de- 
nounce Damnation upon every one who hath 
this Goſpel propoſed to him; and by a- 
vowed | Rejection, or manifeſt Neglect, 
Ry proves he doth not believe it. 
This will appear more evident, by ow 
ings in the ſecond Place, 

II. How exceedingly baſe and vile, the 
ally aſſignable Cauſes of un towards 
yo Bleſſed Goſpel, are 

Theſe are, and can only be, Pride of 
Underſtanding, or Senſuality of Heart. 
And can any Thing be more unpardonable 
than to plead either-of them, in Excuſe for 


making of none Effect, the We Counle! 
| = yr arr | 


Ts With 
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With Reſpect to the Firſt, is it at all 
Wee to Reaſon, that the Underſtand- 
ing of an ignorant, corrupted Creature, 
| ſhould be fixed as the Standard, to meaſure 
Truth? Or when Gop declares his Mind, 
that ſuch a one ſhould: riſe up againſt him, 
and ſay, I know not how theſe Things can 
be? Therefore your Authority is no ſuffi- 
cient Reaſon for me to believe them. Can 
Arrogance itſelf go farther, than to exalt 


| itſelf, above the Omniſeient, rejudge, his 


Maker, and be the Gop of Goo? 
This would be true, were you innocent 
before Gop. But when you are guilty of 
Rebellion againſt his Government and moſt 
Holy Law, to quarrel at the Terms, vrhich 
nothing but amazing Grace couldi offer; 
this is, to repeat your Crime, and* more 
| deeply lay open the Pride that is in you. 
For what Reverence in the leaſt Degree can 
you have for Gop, if you will not allow 
his own Word, without all Controverſy, to 
be Trae, in — it — gmohts: 1g 


all Acceptation br 

If you will batieve: only what is * 

monſtrated to you,” ſays that original 

Writer, Lord Bacon, in his Book of the 

| Advancement of Learning, « You pay no 
| more 
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4 more deference to the Maj RST of Gop 
jn this Act, than you would to the moſt 
% notorious. Liar. For this is certain, 
* whatever Suſpicion you might have of 
% him, and his Veracity, you could not 
« withold your Aſſent from what you ſaw, 
* or what forced itſelf on your N otice. 
When is it then, ” faith this maſterly 
Writer, That I can give Glory to Gop, 
% by my Underſtanding ?” He anſwers, 
„When, upon his neked Word, I believe 
* what no one can explain; and, embrace 
7 with my Heart, the Myſteries he pro- 
©, poſes as the Object of my Faith. 
The ſame Determination, we have, from 
"hat Man of Argument, and moſt conclu- 
_ ſive Reaſoner, the Illuſtrious Chillingworth. 
In the fixth Chapter of his Immortal De- 
Defence of the Reformation, and the fifty- 
ſixth Section, he ſpeaks thus : 
Propoſe me any Thing out of the 
„ BiBLE, and require whether I believe it 
or no; and ſeem it ever ſo Incomprehen- 
« ſible to human Reaſon, I will ſubſcribe 
© it, with Hand and Heart, as knowing 
* no Demonſtration. can be ſtronger than 
this, Gop bath ſaid fo, therefore it is 
. true. N 
' "I 
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I it is reaſoning Pride, therefore, which 
ende you to deſpiſe the great Myſtery of 
Godlineſs, which is the ſubject Matter of 
the Goſpel; the Cauſe, inſtead of exte- 
nuating the Guilt of Unbelief, abundantly 
increaſes it: For what can be more crimi- 

nal, than not to acquiefe in what Gop has 
"atteſted to be his own Revelation; be- 
cauſe, forſooth, you a Worm of the Earth, 
brutiſh in Underſtanding, and born as' the 
"old | Aﬀes Colt, cannot reconcile -every Part 
of this Revelation, with Pa Ideas of what 
is fitfor him to reveal? dcn Tale 

But in almoſt every Caſe, where the 
Goſpel is rejected, or overlooked, though 
the Diſguſt and Offence, which Reaſon 
takes at it, is the plauſible Pretence: 
The Underſtanding is but the Dupe of ſome 
vile Affection; and the real Cauſe of Un- 
belief, is Senſuality of Heart, and Love of 
the World. This is frequently declared in 
his Seriptures, from whom no Secrets are 
hid. I vill direct you to eue and 

awful Proofs of this Point. diaet 
The Lord Jeſus Chriſt Accounts in this 
Manner for all the Oppoſition and Enmity 
he met with, from thoſe who with their own 
35 es ſay thoſe very Miracles; the authentic 
Relation 
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Relation of which, was to be a moſt ſure 
Foundation of depending upon him as the 
Chriſt, the Son of Gop, to the End of the 
World. This People's HEARTS are vaxed 
groſs, they are become Earthly, and ſenſual 
in their Affections, and their Ears are dull 
of Hearing,. and their Eyes have they cloſed, 
leaſt at any Time, they ſhould ſee with their 
Eyes, and hear with their Ears, and ſhould 
underſtand with their Hearts, and ſhould be 
converted, and I ſbould heal them, i. e. Their 
Ignorance, and Unbelief. is altogether vo- 
luntary and choſen; they hate to be reform- 
ed, and therefore will not receive my Goſ- 
pel. The other Proof is, 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4. 
But if aur Goſpel be bid, if where it is 
preached and eſtabliſhed upon its proper 
Evidences, the Wiſdom, Beauty and Glory 
of it, are not perceived, it is hid to them 
that are la. Loſt, to the Love of what is 
excellent and profitable to all Men; and if 
they continue in this Unbelief, loſt for 
ever. In whom tbe God of this World, bath 
blinded the Minds of them that believe not, 
leaft. the Light of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, 
who" is the Image of God, ſhould ſhine unto 
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Here you ſee the real Cauſe, however 
clided over with fine, Pretences ; the real 
Cauſe of all Contempt of the Goſpel, or 
Indifference to it, is declared to be a world- 
ly, ſenſual Heart; whch Satan taking 

| Advantage of, ſtill more and more darkens 
in its Apprehenſions of God, and of af 
| ſpiritual. Truth. 
In further Proof of this, ker what 
receiving the Goſpel, - entitles every fincere 
Believer. to, and then you will acknowledge 
it is ſo much for a Mans Intereſt, that no- 
thing but the moſt violent Love to the Gain 
or Pleaſures of Sin, can make him ſtand out. 
To as many as received bim, to them gave be 
Pomer to become the Sons of God, John i. 12. 
The Privileges of which near and dear Re- 
ion, are briefly theſe; ſuch Acceſs with 
*onfidence in Prayer, to the high and lofty 
One, that inhabiteth Eternity, as Children 
have to their tender Parents; a reviving, 
Senſe, that for Chriſt's Sake he hath foro ö 
given you. Daily Supplies of Strength to 
overcome inbred Luſts, and to ſtand. firm 
in the Path of Duty, and advance to far-. 
ther. Attainments in Grace. An Aſſurance 
from the moſt true Promiſe of Gop, of his 
Alipighty Defence, all the Time of your 
Warfare; 
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Warfare; > and when that is i; ever- 


laſting Triumph with the Armies of Hea- 
ven, in the preſence of your great Leader 


and Commander. 
To partake of theſe Priviledges which dib 


tinguiſh and exalt the Sons of Gop, above all 
the Reſt of the Children of Men, is inſepara- 
bly connected with a ſincere Belief of the 
Goſpel. Whilſt no uſeleſs Pennances are im- 
poſed, no rigorous Self-denial enjoined, no 
Renunciation of any Pleaſures of Life, but 
ſuch as debauch the Soul; or of any Confor- 
mity to the World, but ſuch as either totally 
keeps Eternity out of Sight, or willmake you 
careleſs and trifling about your unchange- 
able Condition in it. 

When it is therefore ſo evidently for your 
preſent and future Advantage, to be really a 
Belieyer of the Goſpel, there can be no 
other Reaſon for neglecting and deſpiſing it, 
but Pride and Senſuality. That Pride, which 
ſpurns a Dictator, though it be even Gop 
Himſelf, or which hates to be ſo great a 
Debtor, to the Grace of a Saviour, as the 
Goſpel compels every one to confeſs and feel 
Himſelf: Or that Senſuality, which head- 
ſtrong and lawleſs cries out, come on, let 
us enjoy ourſelves, we are they that ought 
to 
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to indulge, and take our fill of Pleaſure, 
who is Lord over us? 

Now judge, whether either of theſe 
Cauſes of Unbelief muſt not be as hateful 
in the Sight of Goo, as the loathſome 
Offspring it brings forth ? Whether it is not 
the worſt of Aggravations of the Sin of 
deſpiſing and overlooking the Goſpel ; only 

becauſe there is too much Pride in the 
Heart, to ſubmit to be faved by Grace 
through Faith; or ſuch a more then beſ- 
tial Love of Voluptuouſneſs, as to make 
you ſtrive with your Maker, and ſet his 
Laws at open Defiance. => 

Laftly, This terrible Doom is with the 
greateſt Juſtice and Equity, denounced 
againft you, if you believe not the Goſpel, 
becauſe Gop Himfelf hath atteſted it with 
ſuch high and uncontroulable Evidence. 
It is not to be ſuppoſed, that a Scheme, in 
which all the Perfections, and the Glory 
of each of the Perſons in the Gop-Head, 
are fo fully diſplayed, ſhould yet be left in 
any Part of time, like a deſerted Infant, 
deſtitute of moſt credible arid numerous 
Witneſſes, to prove from whom it received 
its Being. Were you qualified to try them 
to their full Extent, you would preſently 

| find 
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find far ſtronger Evidences that the Goſpel 
is of Gop, than for the Truth of any 
thing you have not ſeen with your own 
Eyes, and your own Hands have handled. 
Who can deny either the Eſtabliſhment 
of the Goſpel in Parts of the World moſt 
remote, from the Place where the Com- 
miſſion in the Text was given? Or that 
this Eftabliſhment was obtained without 
any human Means; without the infernal 
Aid of Perſecution's Sword; or the cor- 
rupting Influence of the Smiles and Favours 
of Power? Who can find in the Annals 
of Hiſtory from the Creation to the preſent 
Day, an Event like unto this ? No fooner 
was the Holy Ghoſt ſent down from Hea- 
ven to empower the deſpiſed, impotent 
Apoſtles, to diſciple the Nations, which 
the Lord has ſo dearly purchaſed with his 
Blood : Then as if the Deſtroyer of the 
Gentiles was on his Way to make Lands 
deſolate, and lay waſte Cities without an 
Inhabitant : The Heathen furiouſly raged 
together, and the Rulers took Counſel 
againſt it, to ſtifle it in its very Birth. 
But behold it maintains itſelf againſt a 
World in Arms! Behold it triumphs, it 
ſpr eads, : | 
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ſpreads, at length Kings bow down before 
itz and Nations to this Hour, acknowledge 
and adore it, as the great e of pan 
unto Salvation 
- But if the preſent Eſtabliſhment of the 5 
Goſpel, when conſidered in all its Cir- 
cumſtances, ſo fully proves it to be of Gop, 
the preſent Condition of its firſt, and ſtill 
implacable Foes, adds conſiderably to the 
Evidence. Ask any of the diſgraced, the. 
baniſhed Tribes of Iſrael, who by an In- 
terpoſition of Providence continually mira- 
culous, remain a People diſtin& from all 
the World, without a King, an Altar, or - 
a Country! Ask any one of them what 
they think of that Jeſus of Nazareth, the 
Gop of the Chriſtians ? They will anſwer ? 
one and all, that He was hanged for that 
very Article we maintain as the Glory of 
our Holy Faith, for making Himſeif equal 
with Gop. This has been received from 
the - invariable Tradition of their Fathers, 
till you may trace it up to thoſe: very Men, 
who not knowing what they did, cried out, 
Crueify Him, crucify Him, His Blood * — 
Ur and upon our Children. 
" few indeed, not one in a thouſand 
of e infidel — have examined 
the 
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the Evidences for the Truth of the Goſpel; 
nor taken Pains to qualify themſelves, to 
comprehend the total Amount of it, any 
more than a Day-Labourer is fitted to cal- 
culate an Eclipſe. Therefore the Sin of deſ- 
piſing it, unexamined, is the greater. But 
to every Man open to Conviction, there 
is the higheſt Proof of the Truth of the 
Goſpel level to every, the meaneſt Capacity. 
F any Man will do his Will, He ſhall know 
of the Dactrine whether it be of God, or 
whether I ſpeak of myſelf. John vii. 17. 
What greater Proof can be given, that it 
came from Gop, then that it really produces 
the very ſame Change in the Heart, which 
from its firſt Riſe, through its whole Pro- 
greſs, is deſcribed in the Word of Gop. 

The Goſpel, commends itſelf to us as 
the proper and only efficacious Cue, which. 
Gop-hath appointed for the various Diſ- 
eaſes of the Soul. It addreſſes us as Creatures 
in extreme Need of a Phyſician; ſwoln with 
Pride, burning with feveriſh Luſts, the whole 
Head fick, and the whole Heart faint; 
and for this Cauſe troubled with an evil 
Conſcience, and afraid of Death and Judg- 
ment. The Goſpel engages that all theſe 

Complaints and moſt dangerous Symptoms 
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ſhall be removed; that you ſhall have Peace 


with Gop, and with: yourſelf, be made 
temperate in all your Affections, be en- 
dued with a new Heart, and a new Spi- 
rit, provided, only, you will uſe the Helps 


and live in the Regimen it preſeribes. If 


you will call upon the Name of the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, on whom Gow hath laid your 
Help, and look up to him for Healing and 
Strength, who is ſet forth as der wan 


villing, to fave that whichis loſt. 


The never-failing Succeſs of tie Goſpel 
in giving this Aſſurance of its Truth not 
to be ſhaken, has been remarkably ſeen, 


ih Times of Diſtreſs and Perſecution” for 
the Faith. Then, when many nnd t 
Clerks, highly famed for Knowledge; and 


Writers in Defence of the Fruth of | 


Chriſtianity, have drank down the nauſeous: 


Dregs of Superſtition, and 3 _ ; 


Death belied their better Judgment. Even 

then, ſome of the p amongſt the Peo- 

ple, conforming to the Advice they have 
heard out of the hleſſed Book of Goh, but 
could not ſo much as read: And finding it 


mighty in its Operation, to make them Holy 


and Happy, to change their Wrath and Pee- 
ve gto Genthnieſs and peaceful Refig-/ 


A nation, 
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nation, their Ignorance of themſelves, the 


ſolid Knowledge, have gladly embraced a 
Stake; ſooner than a Recantation; and un- 
der, all the Ignominy and Torture of Blaſ- 
phemers of the Truth of Gop, have 
triumphed in the Flames to confirm it. 
No you are commanded, to make this 
Experiment; to do what the Goſpel plainly 
declares to be the Will of Gop, and then 
no leſs aſſuredly will you know the Truth 
of it, then you do the Excellency of ſome 
ſpecific Medicine, when it performs for 
your Body, all it — to, mays all 12 
can win 
To deſpiſe — rye — the Goſ- 
pel, when it comes recommended with ſuch 
ſtrong, ſuch fingular Evidence, and chal- 
lenging the Trial of Experience, is a high 
and additional Aggravation of Guilt. 
Let us now then ſum up the whole 
Charge, which ſtands againſt you, if you 
neglect and deſpiſe the Goſpel. ©! 
By this you reproach the Wiſdom of Gop 
the Father, as Fooliſhneſs, treat his Truth 
as a: Lie, and after your hardned, and 
impenitent Heart, deſpiſe the higheſt In- 
. of his Love. You ſet at nought 
4:7 K 2 the 


World, and Gop,' into a moſt uſeful and 
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the Agony and Bloody Sweat, the Croſs 
and Sufferings of God the Son; which with 
equal Love and Grief he endured for you. 
You grieve and reſiſt Gop the Holy Ghoſt, 
given to be the Comforter of the Church, 
and to ſeal every Member of it, to the Day 
of Redemption. All this you do, only for 
the Sake of gratiſying your Pride, and liv- 
ing according to your own corrupted Will. 
All this you do, notwithſtanding Gop fends 
his Goſpel to you, with undeniable” Evi- 
-dences, it is his Truth and no Lie; notwitli- 
ſtanding, he commands, and intreats you 
to believe it, and peremptorily aſſures you, 
it is at the Peril of your” munen to 
do otherwiſe.” aN bin * 
Can a heavier Charge, th bay , be 
5 againſt a ſinful Man? dy it needful, 
in order to make his Guilt appear worthy 
of Damnation; that beſides the Sin of Un- 
belief, he ſhould have that, of being ob- 
noxious and injurious to his Felow=Crea- 
tures alſo? Was he to love and practice 
every Iniquity, the World, the Fleſh or the 
Devil could prompt to, could he offer a 
greater — and Inſult to Gon the 
Judge of * e de, 
ern ble 
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Look upon Unbehef, in this Scriptural 
Repreſentation of .its Nature, and you wall 
abhor it, as you do Murder. Look upon it 
in this Light, and you will ſee that no 
Honeſty, Sobriety, Humanity and Beneyo- 
lence, even ſuppoſing, they were united 
and poſſeſſed in the moſt perfect Manner, 
deſerve any - Eſteem, or can turn away 
Wrath, whi/ the Goſpel is neglected and 
be: — 

When you hear it faid, mende, 
| (as to the Shame of a Chriſtian Land, it too 
often is ſaid) ſuch a Perſon is a moſt good- 
natured, worthy Creature, charitable to the 
Poor, and courteous to all: But as for 
Faith, and Grace, the Knowledge and 
Love of the Goſpel, he troubles himſelf 
not about ſuch Matters. When you 
hear theſe treaſonous Speeches againſt the 
_ Goſpel ; you muſt be yourſelf ſadly in- 
fected with Unbelief, if you do not openly 
declare, (or wanting the undaunted Spirit of 
- an eſtabliſhed Chriſtian) if you do not in 
- your Heart inſtantly reply, He that be- 
lieveth not, robs the Father, the Son, 
and the Spirit, of their Honour and Glory; 
He that believeth not, is a moſt inſolent, 
ungrateful, deteſtable Sinner in his Sight; 
Ae that believeth not ſhall be damned. 

K 3 | For 
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For ſuppoſe a Man, even compleat in the 


Diſcharge of all relative Duties, 'an' affecu= 
tionate Father, a tender Huſband, a gene- 


rous Maſter, uncorrupted by the Frauds of 


Trade and Merchandize ;' yet cannot all 
this excuſe him 'from being a rebellious 
and provoking Sinner; when nevertheleſs, 
he pours Contempt on his Creator, Re- 
deemer, and Sanctifier? If you think this 
the raſh Aſſertion of a hot-brained Zealot, 
try, w whether it is not the univerſal Senſe of 
Mankind, wherever their own ae — 
Authority are ſtruck at. 

Have you in your Houſhold, a Servant, 
kind, and ſweet-tempered, and beloved by 
all his Fellow- ſervants; will you accept this 


as any Compenſation for defrauding you of 


your Property, or for gainſaying your juſt 
Commands ? Will his s0c1AL Qualities for 
which he is admired by his Equals, atone 
for his Inſolence towards his Superior? Or 
could you bear to hear ſuch an audacious 
Fellow, | plead the Unreaſonableneſs of your 
Reſentment againſt him, ſince he had the 
good Word, and the good Will of all his 
Edllow-ſervants ? Now the Great God has 
put this very Caſe. / I be a Maſter, 
where 4s Ye 8 rh the — of Hoſts, 

Mal- 
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Mal. i. 6. Where indeed, whilſt his Wiſ- 
dom, Truth, and Mercy, his well-beloved 


Son, and eternal Spirit are overlooked and 
deſpiſed ? Was the Gop of Wiſdom and of 
Truth, more fooliſh, and more falſe than 
we ourſelves are ; yea, more indifferent to 
our Welfare, than we are to his Glory, he 
could not be more abuſed, or worſt treated 
than he is by every one, that lightly eſteems 
his Goſpel. 

It is therefore a Truth, which like every 
other Truth in the Bible, hath its Founda- 
tion in ſtricteſt Juſtice and Equity ; that he 
that believeth not the Son, ſhall not ſee 
Life, but the Wrath of Gop abideth on 


him, or as it is expreſſed in the Text, he 


that. believeth not the 5 * be 
damned. | 
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The dreadful End of Unbelief. 
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And he 8 unto pv go ye into all. the 
World, and * the Gope! to every 
«259 Grbature. 
He that believerh — TY — | hal be 
__ Javed, A that me not * be 
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: «ih 95 ature of the Goſpel, and of 
the. true, Faith in it; the Benefits 


LF 


„ Obtgined by it, and the extreme Guilt of 
i rejecting, or overlooking i it, have been di- 
* 4 laid before you. To conclude the 
Subject, and more effectually excite in my- 
elt and you, 3 juſt L Dread of this greateſt of 
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all Sins 21 Mall, 
I. Endea- 
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* 1 *. * *. 4, 'S — ; $5.9 8 © * . 
I. Endeavour to lay open that Fullneſs 
of Puniſhment, which moſt deſervedly 
will be executed on every Unbeliever. 


II. Prefs the Neceflity of examini 8 
yourſelf, whether you be in the Faith. 


III. Bring to your Remembrance, ſome 
Evidences, by which you, may prove your 
Faith to be true and Scriptural ; and there» 
fore, ſuch as will fave you from the moſt 
bi  niſerable Dock of . ; 


I. Then I am to endeavour to lay open, 
that Fullneſs of Puniſhment, which we are 


aſſured of Gov, is to be the dreadful End 


of all Unbelievers. He that beheveth not, 
ſhall be damned, i. e. Every Man, whether 


rich or poor, learned or ignorant, pro- 
_ fligate or decent in his Manners, who 
- hath the Goſpel propoſed to him, and yet 
_ departs out of this Life, trifling with it, 
and neglecting it, for the Sake of worldly 
Buſineſs or Pleaſure ; whoſoever he is, he 
| ſhall feel a Judgment worthy of that Gov, 
| who is jealous of his Honour; who has 
tried WWW ’ o —' ue 
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his Soul alive, and ftill been requited to the 
laſt, omy with Contempt and nn 
He ſhall be damned. 1230150 2 ir) 
The exceeding great and a Weight 
| of Miſery, which this Doom implies, the 
— fame Book of Gop which threatens it, does 
ſufficiently explain. And in order to a- 
waken in you a juſt Degree of Care and 
Sollicitude to avoid it, by ſeeking diligently 
in Prayer, the Gift of True Faith, if you 
have it not already; and the more abun- 
dant Confirmation and Increaſe of it, if 
you have; I ſhall lay before you, four 
ſeveral Repreſentations of this Miſery, given 
byGop-himſelf : So that no Man may De- 
hat is ſaid on this Subject, without 
deſpiſing the awful — of his 
Maker and Judge. 
1 hL firſt Particular Pr you are to , taks 
Notice of, as conftituting Part of the 
Miſery ef the Damned, is the Knowledge 
of the compleat and exquiſite Happineſs 
onjoged by Men once of the ſame Profeſ- 
fin and Employment with themſelves; 
&qually®depraved/by Nature; enoompaſſod 
with the fame powerful Enemies; and ex- 
poſed-to®the fame ſeducing Temptations; 
whid yet o , b abe Blood of the Lamb, 
ed - and 


2 
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and the Word of bis Teſtimony : Whilſt they 


themſelves are cut off from- any Share in 
this Bliſs. The Foundation of this Aſſer- 
tion, is written, Luke xiii. 28. There ſhall 
be weeping and gnaſhing of Teeth, when ye 
ſhall fee Abraham, and Jjaac, and 'Fatob, 
and all the Prophets in the Kingdom of Gad, 


and you yourſelves thruſt out. = 


Fond of Honour, and infinitely eager to 
ſhare: in Gratifications highly pleaſurable 
and joyous; how afflicting, and diſtreſsful, 


judge you, is it, to be debarred from them. 


Even here, when on ſome moſt extraordi- 


nary Occaſion, there is a general Aſſem- 


blage of the Mighty and Noble; a ſtudied 
Proviſion of ſweeteſt Sounds to charm the 


Ear; of richeſt Dreſſes to pleaſe the Eye; 


of luxurious Meats and Drinks to gratify 
the Palate; a Collection of all at once, that 
can raviſh the carnal Mind : What a 
painful Puniſhment is it, not to be allow- 
ed the Privilege of Admiſſion to ſuch Scenes 
of Pleaſure and Delight ?--Efpecially when 
your Condition and Rank in Life, 'entitles 
you to this great Privilege, and you ſtand 
excluded only through the Infamy of your 


Character; which is become fo great; 


that, 


a N 
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_ whole Aſſembly; whoſe Behaviour and 
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that no Perſon of Honour or WI will 


fer you in their Company. 


Now this is the very Idea 4 n 
our Lord and Judge ſets before us, to help 
our Conception of the Miſery of the dam- 
neu. He tells us they ſhall ſee all the Holy 
Men, and faithful 'Servants of Gop, 
triumphing amidſt the exalted Honours, 
and glorious Delights of the Heavenly 
World. The Sight ſhall inſtantly create an 
infinite Deſire to ſhare in them. And 
knowing they are enjoyed by Men, once of 

like Paſſions with themſelves, and once 
Partakers of Fleſh and Blood, they ſhall 
offer for Admiſſion : But as Perſons, whoſe 
very Preſence would utterly: Diſgrace the 


Spirit of Mind, would inſufferably offend 
-and-ſhock evety Child of Gop : Infteadiof 
finding Admiſſion, they ſhall be thruſt out, 
with Violence and Indignation, ſeperated 
to the greateſt Diſtance from that Happi- 


therefore moſt impatiently covet. Their 


Diſappointment, therefore, our Lord, 
foretells, ſhall fill them with the Rage of 
-Grief, and the Torments of Envy. There 
Pall be weeping and gnaſhing of Teeth. 


But 
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But this Excluſion from the Joys and 
Triumphs of the whole Company of Hea» 
ven, might be endured with more Eaſe 
and Patience, if thoſe Spirits, who are the 
deſtined and everlaſting Aſſociates of the 
Damned, were of more aimiable Quality 
and Diſpoſition. But alas! They are con- 
fined with thoſe, and none but thoſe, who. 
are a Plague and Torment to all about 
them. Would not any Man of a good 
Mind, chooſe ſtrangling rather than Life, 
was he to paſs the Remainder of his Days, 
amongſt the Felons of a common. Jail? 
Was he to be continually in the midſt of 
Anger, Wrath, Clamour, Bitterneſs and 
Malice; amongſt a ſet of Criminals fiercely 
raging againſt each other, when their mi- 
ſerable Condition called aloud for mutual 
Compaſſion. Vet worſe than this, is the 
deſtined End of the Soul which dies in Un- 
belief. It muſt take up its Abode with the 
innumerable Multitude, whony Gop at 
length has given over to a-reprobate Mind; 
who are become a Thouſand- fold more the 
Children of Hell, than the worſt of Men, 
appeared to be on this Side the Grave. In 
that wide - extended Priſon, where not the 
r Degree of reſtraining Grace ever comes, 
where 
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where id the total Abſcence of every good | 
Quality, and all that r W 
and enereaſing. W ound ert en 
This — wicenbie Rad 
of the Unbelieving and Diſobedient, is con- 
tained in the following Scriptures, The 
Wicked. ſhall. be turned into Hell, and nil the 
People. that forget God, Pſalm ix. 17. Tie 
Sam Aan ſhall ſend forth his Angels, and 
they ſhall gather aut f bit Kingdom, ali 
Things that offend,” and them which do Ini- 
quity,' and ſhall ſever the Mero, fram a- 
mong the Fit. Mat. xiii. 14. For:without 
— the Gates of Heaven) are Dogs 
and Sorcerer, and Whore-moanigers, and 
Muraerent, and Idolaters, and whoſoever 
loveth and maketh a Lie, Rev. Xii. 15. 
EFrom theſe plain and ſtrong Feſtimonies, 
it is undaniable, that the Soul wrhighold 
damned, ſhall have no better, or more 
noble minded Companions, than thoſe who 
were the very . and . what 
Revenge; render them the ſhocking Exe; 
cutioners of 3 3 
other. Sar genie bh: Me: | 
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| Vet even in the midft of ſuch execrable 
Spirits, it would be a conſiderable Mitire 
gation of Puniſhment, was there any Des 
gree of Peace and Self-complacency-'in a 

Man's own Breaſt. But there in nd Peace, 
faith. my God, to the» Wicked.” Even here 
when they look into themſel ves, theugh in 

the midſt of Vanity and Pleaſure, They are 

like the troubled Sea, why Waters. ca forth 

| Mere and Dirt. 334578 wo wan 

What then muſt be thaFeelingsof. Con- 
| ſcience, when it is all Ear to heat the in- 

numerable heavy Charges, an immortal 
Memory, will too eaſily furniſh againſt it. 
A ſelf- accuſing Conſcience has made many 
even here, Spectacles of Miſery, howling 
upon their Beds under a Senſe-of the Pu- 
niſhment juſtly due to their Sins. And yet 

the fierceſt Accuſations of Conſeience now, 
muſt be very faint and dull, in Com- 
pariſon of what the Soul that is joſt muſt 
* for — but 5 either 
— Nun not pee the 
Sinner or the Saint Hall be. Fitne wait 
Vet this is certain, that 9 the aca 
tual Loſs of eternal Happineſs, and the . 


actual Feeling of its | 
165: 3 WAKCNL 
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— no Torment e can a be imagined m * , 
extreme. * 5 
Oh! — — to be per- 
petually ſelf- condemned, in the midſt of 
guiſh to know it is all ſelf- produced, the 
Fruit of my own hideous Choice, the un- 
avoidable Effect of n hear — 8 
ſpeaketh from Heaven. | 
We cannot be enabled better to conceive 
the deep Anguiſn of ſuch Reflections, then 
by the Image our Lord has choſe for this - 
Purpoſe, when He ſays, Mark ix, 44. In 
Hell their Wo R M dieth not. Their own 
Conſcienee occaſions a Pain, like a Worm 
gnawing the moſt ſenſible Part of the Hu- 
man Frame, 1 —_— | 
to corrode- it.” > 08: 061 A νT‚ 
uſe of by Him, then all that — es 
mentioned; in order to ſet forth the Miſery 
of the Damned, is moſt terrible. Go 
knew, how very lightly many would regard 
the Threatning; that they ſhould have no 
Place amongſt the Saints, whoſe 'Ways 
and Manners appear to favour much of 
— and ca — . —.— 


3 
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threatening of Conſinement with all the 

wicked and abominable Workers of Iniquitys  - 

would but little affect them, who have not 
their Eyes now opened to ſee, how tor» 
menting ſuch Companions muſt prove, 
when all thoſe Reſtraints which curb heir « 
evil Principles in this Liſe, are removed in 
Eternity. And as for the Laſhes of an 
accuſing Conſcience, He knew the Bux 
of Mankind would have very faint Con- 
ceptions of the Pain they inflict, till theß 
had themſelves endured them, by the Spi- 
rit of GoD,. convincing them of Sin. 

GOD has therefore choſen an Image 
which ſtrikes upon our Senſes with the 
greateſt Force. That moſt amazing Element 
of Fire, one ſingle Spark of which reſting 
upon the Fleſh, gives the moſt raging Pain, 
and whole devouring Power when ever it 
gets Dominion, is confeſſedly moſt dreadful : - 

That Element is choſen to repreſent the 
Miſeries, coming upon the Unbelieving and 
Diſobedient. The Mialed, faith, our Lord 
and Judge, ſhall be cat into 4 Furnace 'of ng 
Fire. Mat. xiii. 42. Depart from me, ye © 
Curſed, into everlaſting Firei Mat. xxv. 412 
And to anſwer the popular Objection, a- 
* 1 the conceived Impoſſibility of. 

L dwell- 
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dwelling in the Fire, our Lord declares, 
Mark ix. 49. Every Sacrifice, every one 
who has made Himſelf, a Veſſel fitted for 
Deſtruction, and a Victim to eternal Juſtice, 
fhalltbe SALTED with Fire, the Fire whilſt 
it utterly conſumes his Happineſs, - ſhall | 


preſerve his Being from Diſſolution and De- 


cay. Indeed this is the very Circamſtance 
which compleats the miſerable Doom of 
thoſe who die in Unbelief. Were they for a 


Time only ſhut out of Heaven; for a Time 


impriſoned with the whole Multitude, of 
deſperately wicked Spirits; for a Time 
pained with Self- condemnation and tor. 
mented in Fire, the Miſery, though un- 
{peakably great, would ſtill be —_— para 
gative, than penal. 

But can a Man hom: Obedience is the 
Things which he ſuffers. in Hell? Is the 
Priſon of righteous Vengeance, ever. re- 
preſented in Scripture, as a School of Vir- 
tue, or a State of Probation ?. Do the Gifts 


ever come there? Or can any one without 
theſe, be admitted amongſt the Spirits of 
juſt Men made Perfect, and into the Pre- 
ſence of Gop? Can any one be received, 
where no unclean _ muſt: enter, who. 
e.. an 
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in the whole Bent of his Mind and Heart 
is ſtill a Lover of Sin? and, thetefore' a 
Scandal and Nuiſance before God, and his 
Holy Angels. | 

Even according to the Nalade of Things 
would we obſerve and reaſon from them 
aright, this cannot be. But we have a Word 
of Truth infinitely more ſure, than the 
Reaſonings of Men. The Mind of God, is 
fully declared in this Foint, as in every 
other of Importance to our eternal State. 
Three of theſe Rvidences I will produce. 

The F irſt ĩ is written in that very ancient 
Book, the Bock of Job. xxxvi. 18. Be- 
cauſe there it Wrath, the Wrath of Goo 
threatened againſt Sinners, BzewARe, let 
not your Heart be hardened and preſump- 
tuous, beware you yield not to in Sin any 
Degree, Leaſt” be take you away with a 
Stroke, and then a great Ranſom cannot 
deliver thee.” Not even the Ranſom that was 
paid for Sinners, when Jeſus Wr Fan 
on the Croſs, - 

A Second Evidence I call upon to prove 
the never- ceaſing Miſery of every "Soul 
that is in Unbelief; is written, Mat. xxv 
46. Aud the Wicked ſhall go away into Ever- 
lafting - Puniſhment. © (eig xiAgow gran)” 
3+ y "SY - but 
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but the Righteous into Life Eternal. 
(ius Cam allen) where it is moſt re- 
markable, that what ever you will define 
the Import of the Word Eternal to mean, 
when uſed to ſignify the Duration of the 
Heavenly Happineſs of the Saints: The 


ſame Signification mul be given to the, very 


ſame Word, when uſed to expreſs the 
Duration of the Puniſhment of the Wicked. 
This Argument preſſed ſo hard upon a 
late eminent Writer, that determined net 
to allow the Eternity of Hell Torments. 
He could no otherwiſe evade the Force of 
this Text, than by this Aſſertion, abſolutely; 
wild and unſupported, that even the Du-, 
ration of the Happineſs of the Saints, was 
not to be Everlaſting gz 
The laſt Evidence I call upon to prove. 
the Continuance of the Miſery of Damna- 
tion, is Rev. XXL. 11. He that. ts. Unjuſt- 
let him be Unjuſt Hill. i. e. Ie who is deſ- 
titute of that righteous and upright, Spirit, 
which Gop indiſpenſably requires, at the 
Day when the Throne ſhall be ſet, and the 
Books be opened for Judgment; let Him 
for ever remain in that deplorable Eſtate. 
And He that is filthy, let him be filthy till. 
if at the Day of Death and conſequently . 
5 at 
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at the laſt Day, He is found under the De- 
filement of Sin, let him never be Cured of 
his loathſome Diſeaſe. 

Thus have I brought before you, the 
ſeveral ſhocking Circumſtances, which 
make up the whole Amount of the Miſery; 
of the Soul, which dies in Unbelief. It 
implies you ſee, eternal Baniſhment from the 
World of Happy and Holy Spirits. Im- 
priſonment with all the wicked and abo- 
minable Rebels againſt Gop; in the midſt 
of the Anguiſh of a Self-condemning Con- 
ſcience, and the Torture of Fire, without 
Hope of Mercy, without Eaſe or End. 

What then, Sirs, ſhall we do? ſhall we 
madly go about to diſannul the judgment 
of Gor, that we may eſcape with Im- 
punity in our Guilt? The Attempt is impi- 
ous, and muſt be found impracticable. Shall 
we charge Gon fooliſhly, as if the dread- 
ful Penalty, He has unalterably fixed, to 
deter us from rejecting and trifling with 
his Goſpel, was rigorous and cruel ? This 
Procedure will be as unreaſonable as the 
other. For are Criminals and Delinquents 
ever allowed to determine what Manner or 
Degree of Puniſhment ſhall' be executed 
upon them ? Will even a fallible, Human 

Bs Le- 
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| | Legiſlature: bear with ſuch Infolence, in 
3] 18 | guilty, condemned Malefactors? How much 
leſs then ſhall it be endured, when the 
all-perſect Lay- giver, when Gop Him- 
ſelf, Who is Holy in all bis Ways, and 
Righteous in all his Works, peremptorily de- 
clares the Penalty, by which He would en- 
. force Efteem and Regard to his own Goſpel. 
"i Or ſhall we ſay, notwithſtanding the 
Decree is ſo abſolute, yet if we are care- 
ful to live in Honeſty and Sobriety, and 
to do no harm to others, it is not then 
E conſiſtent with Gop's Attributes, to pro- 
| nounęe a Sentence of Damnation upon our 
104 80 Souls ? Alas! this moſt faſhionable and 
1100 prevailing Opinion cannot be eſtabliſhed as 
any ſure Foundation to truſt to, till it has 
1 blotted out of the Bible ſuch Declarations 
| | | as theſe, Verily, verily I ſay unto YOu, ex- 
C| cept ye eat the Eleſh of the Son of Man, and 
1 | drink bis Blood, i. e. inwardly digeſt and 
*. heartily embrace the Doctrine of Chriſt 
1 cruęified, ye have no Life in you. To them 
N bat are contentious and obey not the Turn, 
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| but abey Unrighteoufneſs, Indignation and 
11 Wrath, Rom. ii. 8. When the Lord ſhall | 
Ill be revealed from Heaven in F lames of Fire, 
faking 7 engeance on them that know not Gon, 
and 
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and that obey not the Goſpel of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. 2 Theſ. i. 8. He that be- 
lieveth not the Son, ſhall not ſee Life, but 
the Wrath of God abideth on him. Joris 
iii. 36. 

An theſe Scriptures as evidently render 
the Salvation of every Man and Woman 
Zmpoſſible, who departs out of this Life, 
without True Faith in the Goſpel ; as thoſe 
other Scriptures, which are directly levelled 
| Whore-mongers, and Drunkards, 
Liars, and ſuch like, prove the Perdition, 
* are bringing upon themſelves. 

10 Shall we then keep the Miſery which 
avaits every Unbeliever, every careleſs 
Trifler with the Goſpel, out of Sight? 80 
would the Deſtroyer of Souls have us to do. 
To act ſo abſurdly, as if ſhutting our Eyes 
would prevent the Danger, and utter 
Forgetfulneſs of it, prove an everlaſting 
Security. 
No, the only rational, wiſe, and abſo- 
| ſolutely ſafe Way, is to yield to the awful 
Denunciation, He that beheveth not ſhall be 
damned; and to allow, that with Reſpect 
to every one to whom the Goſpel is propo- 
fed, this Decree is as-unchangeable as Vos 
* 

L 4 And 
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And ſince this is the preſent State of our 
Caſe, that Unbelief is the certain Way to 
-fuch Miſery, that is enough, to make the 
Ears of him that heareth it, to tingle; it is 
our great Buſineſs and Duty, who watch for 
your Souls, to preſs, . as I propoſed in the 
II. Place, the Neceſſity of examining 
yourſelf whether you be in the Faith; +» 
But many will ſay, what Neceſſity can 
there be to preſs this upon us, we are Currs- 
TIANS, we certainly do believe. Our con- 
ſtant Attendance upon the Worſhip of Gop 
in Chriſt, ought in Charity to be judged a 
ſufficient Evidence, that whatever we want, 
it is not Chriſtian Faith. ” | 
g his Objection, I take the more Notice 
of, becauſe jt is ſo very common, though 
without any Force: For will our own Ob- 
ſervation, or the Word of Gop, ſuffer us to 
allow, that going to Church, even con- 
ſtantly, and where the Worſhip is truly 
Chriſtian and Scriptural, is any ſufficient 
Evidence, that Men believe the Goſpel, 
i. e. receive the Report it brings to their 
Ears, with unfeigned Thankfulneſs, and 
confidently expeRt what it propoſes., 
Ho many in every Congregation, come 
40 Church? How n in every Congre- 
IF | gation. 
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gation are preſent through the Force of 
Cuſtom, or only to maintain ſome Degree 
of Reputation? How many come out of a 
moſt abſurd and wicked Perſuaſion, that 
Attendance upon Worſhip, will be ſet over 
to their Account, and Ballance againſt the 
Charge of ſome Sins, they love too much 
to part with? 

This Judgment, even Charity itſelf is 
compelled to make, ſince you can ſcarce find 
a ſingle Congregation, where there is not 
open Indecency and Irreverence of Beha- 
viour; a plain and viſible Contempt of 
Gos, when the only Deſign of the Aſſem- 
bly is to aſcribe unto him the Honour 
due unto his great and fearful Name. 

Further, is it not the Lamentation of all 
veal Believers, and the Triumph of Infidel 
- Scoffers, that there is ſcarce any Sin, or 
evil Temper, which has not Dominion 
over one, or other, of thoſe, who are con- 
ſtant Attenders upon the Worſhip of Gop? 
Men, who will defraud, and lie, and 
ſwear; Men, who are proud and haughty; 
who are lewd, profane, or covetous, make 
up a Part of every Congregation; _ 
Viet notwithſtanding ſuch abominable 

Luſts, and vile Affections reign over them, 
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even theſe unhappy Slaves, flatter them 
ſelves they have Faith in the Goſpel. Is 
there not a Cauſe then, vehemently to 
preſs you to compare the Counterfeit with 
the genuine Faith ? To examine the Pro- 
| perties, and the Influence of each, by the 
Touch-ſtone of Gop's moſt Holy Word? 
Is there not a Cauſe to do this,- when 
we read what was written for our Inſtruc- 
tion, the Account of the ſtrong Deluſion, 
both Jews, and profeſſing Chriſtians, have 
been under in this Reſpect; arrogating to 
themſelves, the Name of Believers, when 
they were indeed, and in Truth, guilty of 
Vnbelief before Goo. Two moſt memo- 
rable Inſtances of this Kind, out of e 
I ſhall refer you to. 
The principal Jews, who RY bit- 
terly oppoſed, and at laſt crucified the Lord 
of Life and Glory, ſtill poſitively aſſerted, 
they were Abraham's Children, the Diſ- 
ciples of Moſes, the Temple of the Lord. 
They heard the Scriptures read every Sab- 
bath Day, and obſerved all the appointed 
Inſtitutions of the Law. Yet in the midſt 
of ſuch high Profeſſions of Faith, they 
were really deſtitute of the Thing itſelf. 
To theſe very Men, doth our Lord thus 
£8 moſt 
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moſt- remarkably Addreſs himſelf, John v. 
45. Do not think, that I will accuſe you to 
the Father, for not receiving me, as the 
Chriſt, the Son of Gop. There is one that 
accuſeth you : Who could that poſſibly be? 
Why the very laſt Perſon in the World they 
ſuſpected, even Moſes, in whom ye truſt. 
For had ye believed Moſes, as you moſt con- 
fidently affert you do, ye would have be- 
lieued me, but if ye believe not his M. ritings, | 
how ſhall ye believe my Words. 
Here then is a Caſe, upon Record, of a 
People enjoying all the Means of Grace, 
conſtantly uſing them, nay undoubtedly 
perſuaded, none more firmly believed in 
Moſes and the Scriptures, than themſelves, 
yet charged by the Mouth of Truth itſelf, 
for having no Belief in Moſes,” i. e. no 
other, than what was the mere Effect of 
Cuſtom and Education. A Charge ſo true, 
that under the Power of Unbelief, this 
very People put him to Death, of whom 
Moſes wrote, that whoſoever  heareth bim 
not, ſhall be cut of from —_—_ the Peo- 
ple of Gop. 8 
Another Caſe, which as ne 
| proves the Neceſſity of examining yourſelf, 
. you be in the Faith, is that of the 


Church 
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church of Laodicea. Some of them we 
Eye witneſſes to the Miracles wrought by: 


the Hands of thoſe who brought the glad 
Tidings of the Goſpel to their Ears. All 
were under Diſcouragements ſufficĩient to 
have driven them, one would have thought, 
out of Formality and a lifeleſs Profeſſion. But 
he, whoſe Eyes are as a Flame of Fire, be- 
held them ſelf-deceived, miſtaking the 


Change of their religious Creed, and mode 


of worſhip, for ſaving Faith in his Name. 


Highly valuing themſelves as Members of 


the Church of Chriſt, and intereſted in all its 
glorious Privileges ; when in Reality and 
Truth, they had no more Title to them, than 


when they ſerved dumb Idols, even as they | 
were led. Our Lord knowing how to haye. 
Compaſſion on the Ignorant, and thoſe 
that are out of the Way, lays open to 


them in theſe memorable Words, their 


true Condition, Thou ſayeft Jam rich, and 
increaſed with Goods, and have need of no- 


thing, i. e. that you are Chriſtians altoge- 
ther, intereſted | in all the Promiſes, and 


Bleſſings belonging to the Church of Chriſt, 


wanting nothing more to prove yourſelves 


to be of the Family of God. So blind alas! 


are Vn through Pride and Self- conceit; -- 
| and 


4 
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and knoteſt not that thou art wretched and 
miſerable, and poor, and blind, and naked. 


In the moſt forlorn, expoſed, deformed, 
Condition. And then, that they might 
indeed become what they fooliſhly ima- 
gined they were already, the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; moſt affectionately exhorts them, 
to make immediate and earneſt Appli- 
cation to Him, for his Gifts and Graces, 
which they had only pretended to do be- 
fore. I Counſel thee to buy of me Gold tried 
in the Fire, that thou mayeſt be rich; and . 
rohite Raiment that thou a be cloathed. 
Rev. iii. 17. 18. : 
Now ſo long as the very a0 Prin- 
ciples-ſubliſt, I mean the Pride and Cor- 
ruptions of Men's Hearts, the ſame dread- 
ful Effects of Hypocriſy and Self-deceit will 
be frequent. And Chriſtians called fo from 
their Baptiſm and Profeſſion, are altogether 
as prone to deceive themſelves in the Mat- 
ter of Faith, as the Inhabitants of Jeru- 
ſalem of old, or the Church at: Laodicea. 
Every Paſtor therefore and Teacher, who 
would take unerring Wiſdom for his Guide 
and Pattern; who in tender Mercy would 
ſtrive to ſave Men from the miſerable 


Doom of Unbelief; muſt not take it for 7 
| | | I, grant- 
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Church of Laodicea. Some of them were. 
Eye-witneſſes to the Miracles wrought by: 
the Hands of thoſe who brought the glad 
Tidings of the Goſpel to their Ears. All 
were under Diſcouragements ſufficient to 
have driven them, one would have thought, 
out of Formality and a lifeleſs Profeſſion. But 
he, whoſe Eyes are as a Flame of Fire, be- 
held them ſelf-deceived, miſtaking the 
Change of their religious Creed, and mode 
of worſhip, for ſaving Faith in his Name. 
Highly valuing themſelves as Members of 
the Church of Chriſt, and intereſted in all its 
glorious Privileges ; when in Reality and 
Truth, they had no more Title to them, than 
when they ſerved dumb Idols, even as they 
were led. Our Lord knowing how to have 
Compaſſion on the Ignorant, and thoſe - 
that are out of the Way, lays open to 
them in theſe memorable Words, their 
true Condition, Thou ſayeſt I am rich, and 
incregſed with Goods, and have need of no- 
Zhing, i. e. that you are Chriſtians altoge- 
ther, intereſted / in all the Promiſes, and 
Bleſſings belonging to the Church of Chriſt; . 
wanting nothing more to prove yourſelves 
to be of the Family of God. So blind alas! 
are you throu gh Pride and Self-conceit ;-- 


and 
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und Enotueſt not that thou art wretched and 
miſerable, and poor, and blind, and naked. 
In the moſt forlorn, expoſed, deformed, 
Condition. And then, that they might 
indeed become what they fooliſhly ima- 
gined they were already, the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, moſt affectionately exhorts them, 
to make immediate and earneſt Appli- 
cation to Him, for his Gifts and Graces, 
which they had only pretended to do be- 
fore. I Counſel thee to buy of me Gold tried 
in the Fire, that thou mayeſt be rich; and 
robite Raiment that thou mere be cloathed. 
Rev. iii. 17. 18. . 
Now ſo long as the very Hani Prin- - 
ciples ſubſiſt, I mean the Pride and Cor- 
ruptions of Men's Hearts, the ſame dread- 
ful Effects of Hypocriſy and Self- deceit will 
be frequent. And Chriſtians called fo from 
their Baptiſm and Profefſion, are altogether 
as prone to deceive themſelves in the Mat- 

ter of Faith, as the Inhabitants of Jeru- 
ſalem of old, or the Church at Laodicea. 
Every Paſtor therefore and Teacher, who 
would take unerring Wiſdom for his Guide 
and Pattern; who in tender Mercy would 
ſtrive to ſave Men from the miſerable 
D of Unbelief; muſt not take it for 
grant; 
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granted that his Hearers, are poſſeſſed of 
true Faith, and Chriſtians to the Purpoſe, 
but on the contrary uſe every Method to 
fearch and try them. He muſt call loudly 
upon them to produce ſuch Evidences that 
their Faith is genuine as the 1 al- 
lows and will be ſatisfied with, and ſuch 
as no ſelf-deeeiving Hypocrite ean prove 
belong to Him. For unleſs the Bible con- 
firms and allows your Faith to be True, 
ah ! what avails your utmoſt Confidence 
that it is ſo. In ſuch a Caſe the more ſure, 

the more blind and preſumptuous are Ns 
I will now therefore in the. _ 

III. Place, Bring to your e 
fond evident Marks of the Nature and 
Exerciſe of true Faith in the Goſpel, as it 
ſtands diſtinguiſhed from the Faith of 

Education, and that of all formal Profeſſors. 
Its Property is firſt of all to diſcover to 
you your Danger, as one whom the Scrip- 
ture bath. concluded under Sin, upon whom 
Judgment i is come to Condemnation. To diſ- 
coyer your Danger to you on this Account, 
0 diſtinctly, and ſo powerfully, as to 
make you, with Heart- felt Concern, ap- 
ly for Pardon to that Lanb of Gop that 
taketh -away: the Sin of the World. to ſue 

n ; for 
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for his Regard, who is exalted to be a Prince 
and Saviour, to give Repentance and Remiſ 
ion of Sins. Delivered from the vain Ima- 
gination of recommending yourſelf to Gob, 
and becoming entitled to his Mercy, by 
Virtue of your own Deſervings, you plead 
the Promiſes of Grace, the Life, the 
Death, and Interceſſion of the Divine 
Mediator, expecting on no other Ground 
and Foundation, to be accepted, but in 
the Beloved. 

That this is the inviriable Influence of 
true Faith in the Goſpel, I prove by the 
following Scriptures: Surely ſhall one: ſay in 
the Lord have I Righteouſneſs, and Strength,” 
unto Him ſhall Men come. Ifai. xlv. 24. 
They ſhall run unto thee becauſe of the Lord' 
thy God, and for the Holy One. of Hael, 
. He bath glorified thee. Iſai. lv. 757. 

Both theſe Old-Teftament'' Repreſen- : 
tations of the firſt Influence of true Paith, 
on the Mind, are united by the great Apoſtle, 
in that Expreſſion by which he diſtinguiſhes 
Himſelf, and the whole Body of Believers - 
from the Reſt of the World. Heb. vi. 18. 
That Wr might bave a ftrong Conſolation, ' 
who have fled for Refuge, to lay hold upon 
the Hope ſet before'us, Here you ſee, that 

. live- 
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lively Senſe of Guilt and Obnoxiouſneſs to 
Danger; that immediate Flight from it, | 
and eager Concern for Safety, which wholly. | 
poſſeſſed the Mind of the Man-Slayer, and | 
brought Him within the Gates of the 
Heaven- appointed Aſylum, is choſen to 
denote the eſſential Workings of true Faitn | 
on the Mind, its awakening Senſe of Wrath | 
threatened, deſerved, certain to be executed, 
unleſs you are found in Him, whom Gon 
hath given for a Sanctuary and Who f 18 
expreſsly called our Hope. 2 

Nowy by this Influence and Qperaticai 
true Faith in the Goſpel, ſtands as much 
diſtinguiſhed from the falſe Faith, of Cu- 
tom and Education, as the living Original- 
from the dead Picture. For till you have 
true Faith, though you confeſs Chriſt died 
for Sinners, and that you have Hope to be 
ſaved by Chriſt, ſo far from crying to Him, 
Save Lord, or I periſh, I flee unto thee, for : 
Tuo art::a Place to hide me: Inſtead of 
being thus influenced, falſe and cuſtomary 
Faith, will net allow you to think you 
have been wicked enough, to be in Dan- 
ger of being loſt both Body and Soul in 
Hell. It will make you ſay within yourſelf, 
] am not it is true, without my Faults, 
cc yet 
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yet they ate not of ſuch a deep Dye, as to 
« juſtify any alarming Apprehenſions of the 
1 Wrath to come“. In Confequence of ſuch 
Blindneſs of Heart, and Contempt of Gop's 
Word, you will continue in Security, not ſo 
much as underſtanding what is meant, 
by coming to Chriſt, that you may have Life. 
Further true Faith in the Goſpel, will 
not only make you at firſt flee for Refuge 
to the Redeemer, but conſtantly make 
Application to Him, in thoſe high and 
glorious Offices, He ſuſtains and diſcharges 
for his Church. Conſcious of much want- 
ing, and of much amiſs in yourſelf: Of 
much Diſorder in your ſecret Affections, 
even whilſt unblameable in your outward 
Converſation: Your Dependance, that none 
of theſe Things ſhall bring on you the 
Puniſhment they deſerve, will be upon your 
faithful and merciful HidH PRIEST, in 
Things pertaining to Gop; who is given 
to make Reconciliation, for the Sins of the 
People. You will plead his holy, finleſs 
Obedience, his atoning Death, and In- 
terceſſion, that you may go on your Way 
in Peace, and continue in the Favour of 
Gop. You will ſee there cannot be in the 
very Nature of Things, any Intercourſe 

+". M be- 
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between you, and an infinitely Holy God, 
but through this glorious MEDIA TOR. In 
all your Approaches to God, theſe funda- 
mental and moſt eſſential Truths of the 
Chriſtian Faith, ſball be as Frontlets between 
Jour Eyes, IJ am the Way, the TrxuTE, 
and the LIE, no Man cometh to the Fa- 
ther but by me. If any Man fin, we have 
an ApvocaTE with the Father, Feſus 
Cbriſt the Righteous, and He is the Pro- 
Pitiation for our Sin. If you pray for Know- 
ledge, you will remember Chriſt is the 
Li yn Given to le the Gentiles: Or if 
in a that walk, encouragin g Scripture; 17 have 
laid help upon one that 1s mighty, able to ſave 
unto the uttermeſt all that come unto God, 
by Him ; if for Peace and Aſſurance, on 
that Promiſe, that He was appointed fo 
comfort them that mourn in Sion. 


Od : 


Thus nf vou. are > poſſelled of true F airh, 


6m 


* to Chriſt, as Yr te 33 
and Prieſt, and King of the Church, to 
the Glory of Gop the Father. 
And to mention no moreEvidences, if you 
believe the Goſpel you will feel a ſincere Love 
in Fur Heart, to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
: | promp- 
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Prompting you to obſerve and do, what he 


commands, without thinking any of his 


"Commandments grievous. The Faith of 


"Cuſtom and Education, as it doth not make 
the Heart ſenſible of the Benefits, Chriſt 


has really purchaſed; nor diſcover in the 
leaſt, his Grace, bis Excellency, and Glory, 
Tenders Self-denial for his Sake, very. 121 
ſome, if not impracticable. 

But that true Faith, which is the Evi- 
dence of Things not ſeen, reveals in a ſtrong 


affecting Manner, the Love of Chriſt to 


Sinners, his Power and Glory. By this 
Means, it creates a chearful Deb, and 
5 of Soul, to prove what is his good 

and perfe& and acceptable Will. When 
ki. Zeal to ſuffer and to die,. in order that 
his Righteouſneſs might, be unto all, and 
upon all that believe in him, is apprehend- 
ed, Obedience flows ſpontaneous.  1f any 
Man love me, faith the. Redeemer, (and 


N who can be perſuaded of his Love to his 


Church, and not loye him again) Be will 
keep my Commandments. And whenever 
we are ſo happily conyerted from the Pride, 
and Self- conceit, that naturally reigns in 
us, as to judge, that if one died for all 
then were ALL dead. The Conſequence 
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of ſuch a firm and lively Perſuaſion, is, 


| T he Love of Chriſt conftraineth us. With 


a pleaſing, but mighty Force, it over-rules 
our natural, Averſion to the Holy Com- 


mandments of Gop, to the Spirituality of | 


true Religion, and to the Mortification of 
Sin. It obliges us to do the little, in our. 
Power, in Imitation of him, and Obedience 
to his high and aimiable Authority, who 


hath loved us, and given himſelf for us, 


Poſſeſſed of theſe diſtin guſhing and in- 
fallible Evidences of the Truth of your 


| Belief, of the Goſpel ; 1. Your earneſt 
: Application, as a helpleſs, guilty, ſelf-de- 
ſtroyed Sinner, to Chriſt Jeſus, the only 
Saviour. 2. Your abiding Dependance on 
Him, as your perpetual Advocate with the 


Father, your Light, and the Strength of your 
Life. 3. Vour cheerful ſincere Obedience 

to him as your Lord and Governor, from a 
Knowledge of his Love and Excellence. 
Poſſeſſed of theſe Evidences, not to be 
diſproved, nor to be diſputed, great will be 
your preſent Peace; infinitely greater your 
future Glory. All the Miſeries of Hell, 
and all the Horrors of Damnation, inſtead 


of afflicting and diſtreſſing your Soul, will 
excite 


„ . 
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excite you to magnifie with warmer Grati- 
tude, the Power and Grace of that Arm, 
which brought Salvation from ſo great a 
Death. And when your Eyes ſhall behold, 
the horrible Tempeſt, the Fire and the Brim- 

flone raining upon the Heads of the Ungodly. 

Pal, xi. 8. Then will you fee how much 
you are bound for ever and ever, to ex- 
toll that Word of Righteouſneſs, which pro- 
ceeded out of the Saviour's Mouth, He that 
believeth the Goſpel ſhall be ſaved. 
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Alarming Viftations, Inſtahees of 
| Gop' s Love. 


PSALM cxviii. 18. 


7 he Lord hath chaſtened and corrected me, 
but he hath not given me over unto Death. 


HE faithful People of Gor, have 

ever retained a lively Senſe of his 

all- directing Providence; ſuch a Senſe as 

enabled them to look through every ſecond 
Cauſe and to receive whatever befel them 

as his own Act and Appointment, One of 
this Number, when his Proſperity both in 
temporal and ſpiritual Things was ſo great, 
that he thought he ſhould never be moved; 
freely acknowledges it was the Lord of his 
(roodngſe,h who bad made his Hill fo frrong. 
| er 
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And when he experienced a ſudden Chan ge 
to the moſt oppreſſive Affliction, I was 
dumb, ſays he, and opened not my Mouth, 
becauſe it was thy doing; or if at length, he 
ſought the Removal of his heavy Croſs, he 
thus moſt piouſly makes his Supplication, 
Take away THY Plague from me, I am even 
conſumed by the Blow of thy Hand. In the 
ſame Sentiment we find David in my Text; 
though his own Subjects treacherouſly con- 
ſpire againſt him, and ſo far ſucceed, as 
to bring his Life into extreme Jeopardy; 
yet, as if no Inſtruments had been made 
uſe of, he aſcribes both his Danger, and 
his Eſcape, to the Gop of his Salvation: 
The Lord, ſays he, hath chaſtened and cor- 
refed mes but be hath not given me over unto 
Death. 

_ Words. moſt applicable to the Caſe of 
your Miniſter now ſtanding before you 
| chaſtened and corrected, of a long Seaſon, 
with a life-threatening Malady “*; yet lift- 
| ed up again, by the Hand of Gop, from 
| M 4 the 


This Sermon was the firſt preached after the Au- 
thor's moſt unexpected Recovery from a Sickneſs, 
which brought him to the very Point of Death, and 


rendered him incapable of labouring in the Mi ainiitry for 
eight Months, | 
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che Gates of the Grave, and ſtrengthened 
once more. to ſpeak in his ever-bleſſed 


Name. 

Words which naturally lead me to dis. 
i oak on that comfortable Truth, more 
fully learnt, by my late Experience, VIS, 
The Mercy and Love of Gop, in viſiting 
Men with fore Afflictions in general; and 
with ſuch in particular, as bring them 
nigh unto Death, though they diflolve not 
-their Earthly Tabernacle. 

Now this Mercy and Love of Gene I 
ſhall make evident by proving, how much 
all Men ſtand in Need of ſuch alarming Vi- 

: ſitations: The Unbelieving and Diſobe- 
dient, that they may be awakened into a 
juſt Concern for their own Salvation: The 
dear Children of Gop, that they may know 
- more. of themſelves, grow in Grace, and 
the Knowledge of Gop. And for theſe 
great and truly merciful Purpoſes, Gop is 
often pleaſed to viſit both, with ſuch alarm- 
ing Afflictions. 5 

The Unbelieving and Diſobedicnt, hot 
ſuch alarming Viſitations to awaken them 
into a juſt Concern for their Eternal Salva- 

tion. So long as they have Health and 
Strength, and Liberty, this is the leaſt and 
laſt of any Thing in their Thoughts. They 
will 
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will take their Eaſe, eat, drink, and be 
merry. They will be diligent and careful 

about nothing but the Things of Time; 
-how to procure, and how to enjoy them in 
the beſt Manner they may. They dwell 
and live in the Creature, and cleave with 
all their Affection to the Things of this 
World, as-if they could be their adequate 
and all-ſufficient Happineſs. 
The Father of Spirits ſees their miſer- 
able Deluſion ; but inſtead of avenging the 
inſolent Contempt, they by ſuch a Choice 
pour on his own infinite Excellence; com- 
pared to which, every Thing is viler than 
Dung: Inſtead of avenging his moſt injured 
- Honour, he calls in tender Pity to them by 
his Word, ſaying, O Earth, Earth, Earth, 
bear the Word of the Lord. Jer. XXil. 29. 
All Fleſh is Graſs, and all the Godlineſs 6 
thereof, as the Flower of the Field. Iſa, xli. 
6. Vanity of Vanities, all is Vanity. Ecc. i. 
2. What is a Man profited, if he ſball gain 
the whole World, and loſe bis own Soul ? 
Matt. xvi. 26. But though Gop ſpeak. 
thus once, and twice, yet Men in Proſpe- 
rity perceive it not. He is unto them, as 
one that mocketh. Yea, though their 
own Conſcience, through the Inſpiration of 
| the 
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the Almighty, accuſe them, and would 
lead them to Repentance, they can drown 
its ſtill ſmall Voice in the Midſt of Health, 
Strength, and Buſineſs; or by Violence, 


overcome it for a Time. 
Therefore, becauſe they will thus ſet at 
nought his Counſel, and reſiſt the friendly 


Rebukes of their own Conſcience, they 


force him (unleſs he would ſuffer them to 
die in their fooliſh Dream, and periſh un- 
warned for evermore) to teach them with 
a'ftrong Hand, faying, Hear ye the Voice of 
the Rod, and who hath appointed it. They 


force him , to bind them in Fetters, and hold 
' them in Cords of Alfickion, that he may ſhew 


them their Work, and their Tranſgreſfions, 


chat they exceeded. Job xxxvi. 9. He 
takes from them the Foundation of all their 
falſe Happineſs, their Health and'Strength ; 
that they may feel how poor and miſerable, 
| how weak and helpleſs, they are in them- 


| ſelves. He commands Death, the King of 
Terrors, to look upon them, and make 
them feel a Dread of that eternal Judgment, 
for which, alas ! they have made no Pre- 
paration, and from which there is no 
3 
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In this Caſe, they have in themſelves a 
Proof, of all that Gop has ſaid in his Word, 
that it is Truth and no Lie. They feel, 
that Riches, and Friends, and Wealth, and 
Parts, are all but vain Things, to help and 
ſupport a Man in the View of Death. 
They feel theſe Things cannot comfort their 
immortal Souls, which now begin to be like 
the troubled Sea, and cannot reſt. Now, 
their Conſciences will ſpeak, and ſet the 
Battle in Array againſt them, by faying, 
Thus and thus haſt thou done, and God 
held his Tongue. Whilſt under the Smart 
of | ſuch Accuſations, they have no Blood 
of Sprinkling ; -no Attonement to flee unto; 
no Intereſt in him, who alone can waſh 
them, and cleanſe them from all their 
Sin, and preſent them ſpotleſs before the 
Father. Nothing but either fearful Ex- 
pectation of Puniſhment, or painful Un- 
certainty of their future State. 

Thus deſtitute of every Comfort, de- 
prived of every Prop on which they could 
lean, and feeling the whole World (if in 
their Power) would not be able to kindle 
the leaſt Spark of Light and Peace; this 
is the Time and the Place when, if ever, 
| mw repenting and ſighing within them- 
ſelves 
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ſelves. ſhall. ſay, How have we' ſpent our 
Money, for that which is not Bread, and 
our Labour for that which ſatisfieth not. 
Iſa. Iv. 2. How: have we. fed upon Afbes 
and a deceitful Heart hath turned us aſide," 
fo that we could not deliver our Souls; nor ſays \ 
Is there not a Lie in our Right Hand. Iſa. 
Ixy. 20. This is the Time and Place when, 
if ever, ſtrong Cryings and Tears are pour- 
ed out to Gop ; when the Sinner, like the 
ſtarving Prodigal, beholds the univerſal 
Dearth around him, comes to himſelf and 
returns to his much injured Father in Ne- 
ceſſity, Supplication and Prayer, ſaying, Fa- 
ther, I have ſinned againſt Heaven and before 
Thee, and am no mere —_—_ ta be called «al 
Son. ' is 
+ hon has the Viſitation 56 God pro | 
ſpered i in the Thing for which it was ſent.” 
And Go, even the mighty Gop, to vchom 
it belongeth juſtly to puniſh Sinners, will ſave 
ſuch a one, for his dear Son's: ſake. | Even 
in this Situation, very many it is true, ſtill 
continue ſtupid, and of a reprobate Mind; 
or though awakened and affrighted, give 
no Glory afterwards to the Gop of Heaven, 
by. fruitful Repentance ; but deiperately, 
after their hard and impenitent Hearts, 
abuſe this, as they have done cvery other 


Method 
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Method tried to convert them, only to 
make their nn Den the more 
ſevere. 

But then it is as true, that an innumer- 
able Multitude of thoſe who are received 
into Glory, and of thoſe who are now 
adorning their: Faith by a holy and hea- 
venly Lite, date their Converſion from 
thoſe never-to-be-forgotten' Minutes, when 
they had the Sentence of everlaſting Con- 
demnation in themſelves; expecting, as ſoon 
as. abſent from the Body, to feel the un- 
mingled Wrath of God abiding upon their 
Souls. They acknowledge, without Re- 
ſerve, it was no Excellency they ſaw in : 
God, no Senſe of the Love of Jeſus dying 
for them, that made them caſt away all 
| their Tranſgreſſions and ſeek to be created 
| again, in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs : 
No, it was the horrible Dread which over- 
whelmed them, when (as: they thought) 
they were _ irnmedigtely to "Pr. Fare 
God in Judgment. 

8o that the Love and "Mercy: of 
Gop, in viſiting with theſe alarming Viſi- 
tations, the Unbelieving and Diſobedient, 
muſt be thankfully acknowledged andadored; 
though, we ſee alas! too many fad In- | 
ſtances, where they have been of no good 4 


Effect; 
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Effect; for this only proves Afflictions to be, 


like all other Means of Grace, which have 
no Virtue of their own neceſſary Opera- 


tion, without the e wif Working” or 4 
Spirit of God. 

But as the Sin of maviks hardened the 
Heart under ſuch alarming Viſitations is ex- 
ceeding great: The Love which I owe to 
your Souls conſtrains me to ſtop here, and 
ſpeak a ſew Words to every one who may 
i chargeable with this Guilt. TEN 

Know then, O Man ! who ftill remaineſt 


what thou walt before, after ſuch an alarm- 


ing Viſitation; you are the very Perſon 
of whom the Lord may moſt juſtly com- 


plain, What could I baue dine more "for 


you, that I have not done? What Condi- 
tion could I have placed you in, ſo fitted to 


prepare and diſpoſe you to accept the offers 
of my Grace? I have caſt you into the Pur- 


nace of Affliction; my Hand in Pain and 
Sickneſs has been heavy upon you, even to 


make you feel the Symptoms of ap proach- 


ing Death; though in Love to your Soul 


I delivered you from the Pit of Corruption. 


fa. xxxviii. 17. yet after all, thou art as a 
Bullock unaceuſtomed to the Yoke ; as my 
meant any ſo it has left you, in your 
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Unbelief, your Luſts, your Rebellion; Oh! 
conſider what a plain and ſtrong Proof is 
this, that gu are nigh unto curſing---all 
but doomed to that Place of Torment where 
the miſerable Sufferers, inſtead of confeſ/ 
ſing their Sin with penitential Tears, f 
pbeme the God w_— Heaven becauſe of | _ 
Anguiſo. 

But t is Time to turn our Thoughtsto 
FRE dear Children of Gop,. that we may 
perceive his Love and Mercy in afflicting 
them with painful life-threatening Diſeaſes. 
By this Means, they are taught to know 
much more of themſelves. Like Novices 
in other Caſes, they are apt to think more 
highly than they ought of their own Grace 
and Attainments. After ſuch à real in- 
ward Change as they are conſcious of, from 
Darkneſs to Light; from walking after the 
Courſe of this World to walk by Faith; and 
from being under the Wrath of Gon to be 
comforted with. a Senſe of his pardoning 
Love. After this, they are apt to fancy the 
whole Work is done, and that they are 
meet, through Jeſus Chriſt, for Glory. And 
being convinced in their Judgment, that 
they ought to be wholly given up to Gop, 
to have no Will of their own, but to live 
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as\Inſtruments in his Hand; nay, ſincerely. 
deſiring and praying it may be ſo with them; 
and finding the Victory in little Trials, they _ 
conclude they really are what they deſire to 
be, and in Truth, poſſeſs what they only 
approve in Judgment. How great there- 
fore is. the Love, how manifeſt the Pity of 
Soy to undeceive them, by bringing them 
into ſuch a State as will diſcover to them, 
what a World of Corruption, what a baſe 
Mixture ftill remains in them of what 
muſt. be done away. How often do they 
then; happily diſcover hat lay before con- 
cealed, even beyond Suſpicion ? Much inor- 
dinate Self- Love; much Diſcontent againſt 
therighteous Diſpenſations of their FATHER 
and their Gop ; much ſtruggling to throw 
off the Croſs, it is his Will to lay upon 
them. Then, how often does the eminent 
Profeſſor of Faith in Chriſt, find the cut- 
ting Reproof of Eliphaz to Job, ſadly ap- 
plicable to himſelf, Behold ! tbou haſt in- 
Aructed many, and firengthened the weak 
Hands; thy Words have upholden him that 
was falling and; ſtrengthened the feeble Knees ; 
but now it is come unto thee and thou fainteſt, 
ths n an ops thou art e Job. 
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iv. 3. 5. Thus the Believer, is better inſtructed 
in the moſt uſeful Knowledge; the Know- 
ledge of his own Heart, which in a Time 
of leſs ſevere Trial, he was comparatively, 
a Stranger to: He ſees the Weakneſs of his 
Grace, and the Strength of his evil Nature, 
This fills him with Meekneſs more than 
any Teacher can do; it works in him Godly 
Sorrow, and earneſt Application to the 
Throne of Grace, that what is crooked in 
him may be made ſtrait, what is weak may 
be ſtrengthened, and what is lacking in his 
Faith and Love, his Patience and Reſigna- 
tion to the Will of Gop, may be ſupplied 
out of the Fulneſs there is in Chriſt Feſus- 
For theſe alarming Viſitations which take 
away the deceitful Covering, and make 
manifeſt the hidden Corruptions of the 
Heart, are made effectual alſo to the Faith- 
ful, to purge them away. This is one of 
thoſe exceeding great and precious Promiſes 
the Lord their God has given them. Twill 
turn my Hand upon thee, and purely purge 
all thy Tin. Ifa. 1. 25. By this (by being 
ſmitten of Gop) ſhall the Iniguity of Jacob 
be purged, and this is all the Fruit to take 
away his Sin. Iſa. xxvii. 9. The ſame bleſſed 
Effect of Affliction to the Children of Gop 
N is 
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is declared by St. Peter, when ſpeaking of 


| _ who are kept by the Power of Gon, 


through Faith unto Salvation, he tells them 
that it was neceſſary for them that the 
Trial of their Faith being more precious than - 


of Gold, though it be tried with Fire, might 


be found unto Praiſe, and Honour, and Glory, 
at the appearing of Jeſus Chriſt. 1 Peter i. 7. 
Gold, though in itſelf the pureſt and moſt 
valuable Metal, has ſtill its Droſs and Alloy; 
ſo that to give it its full Luſtre, and raiſe 
it to its higheſt Value, it muſt be melted 
down in the Furnace. In like Manner, 
though the Faith and Hope, the Patience 
and Love, of the Children of Gop, are 
of great Price in his Sight; yet that they 
may be purged and refined more from every 
baſe Mixture, they muſt paſs through 
much Tribulation, and be tried as it were f 
in the Fire. | | 


And: this is ſo imrsfiable 2 Rule with 
Go, that if we are without chaſtening,. 
whereof all are Partakers, ſaith the Apoſtle, . 
then are ye Baſtards and not Sons, Heb; xii. 
8. So that when Gop'delights in an eſpecial. | 
Manner to Honour any amongſt the Sons 


of Men, he faith not to that Man I will 
1 thee — and Faſe, but behold I 


have 
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have refined thee in the Furnace of Affiction. 
Iſa. xlviii. 10. Thus Job, before he is ſet 
forth as a Pattern of Patience to the Church 
of Chrift, is bereaved of all his Children, 
plundered of all his Subſtance, and ſmitten 
with ſore Boils, from the Crown of his 
Head, to the Sole of his Foot. 
St. Paul, that choſen Veſſel, was in Af- 
flictions and Diſtreſſes without Meaſure 5 
within were Fears, without were Fight- 
ings. And would you ſee more perfect 
Patience than was in Job, or more finiſhed 
Graces than ſhone in St. Paul; you muſt 
look for them in that Jeſus, who as far 
exceeded the moſt afflicted of Men in the 
Weight and Number of his Afflictions, as 
he did in the Perfection of his Holineſs : - 
Vet of him, even of him, it is written, 
That as a Son, he learnt Obedience by the 
Things which he ſuffered. Heb. v. . 
It is a- ſuffering State alone which calls 
forth every ſecret Grace; which renders 
them by Exerciſe, both brighter and 
ſtronger, and gives them Scope to make 
their Work perfect. Therefore, when we 
read of leading into Captivity, and killing 
with the Sword, Here, ſays the Lord of 
his Church, here is the Patience and Faith 
3 88 of 
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of the Saints. Rev. Xiii. 10. i. e. Now is the 
Time for the Diſplay of thoſe Graces: Now 
are to be ſcen the Triumphs of Faith, and 
the marvellous, invincible Strength of Pa- 
tience. The Battle and Encounter, draw 
forth that Proweſs, which in Times of 
Peace, lay chilled in the Veins, for Want 
of Oppoſition and Exerciſe, _ 

And what ſhall 1 ſay more; the Time 
would fail me, to inſtance in all the other 
' Graces of the ſpiritual Life. To ſhow how 
Godly Sorrow, for Sin, is happily increa- 
ſed, by feeling the bitter Fruits of it in 
Pain and Sickneſs. How a true filial Fear 
of Gop, recovers its: Force, under the 
Correction of his Hand, which is ſo gene- | 
rally weakened by Proſperity and | Eaſe. 
How:our Love of him is abundantly in- 
creaſed, when we. find all the World .no- 
thing. How our Affections are fixed on 
Things above, when we are feeling the 
Emptineſs and Vanity of all below. Enough 
has been ſaid to prove, that when G0 
chaſtens his believing and obedient People, 
it is in Love and tender Mercy; Ir 1s. for. 
their Profit, that: they might be Partakers of 
his wee Hob, sige dne wehinugt 
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Again, by ſuch alarming Viſitations, the 
dear Children of Gop, are taught to 
know more of him, of his Power and 
Faithfulneſs. Of theſe glorious Attributes, 
though ſo neceflary to our Well-being and 
Comfort, what dark, what low Appre- 
henſions, do even real Chriſtians entertain! 
Apt to'fear, they are as if every Thing was 
too hard for the Almighty : And where 


Appearances are againſt them, to fay 
within themſelves Gop hath forgotten ! 


Will He, can He, now deliver ? 

To engage therefore a more hearty 
Confidence from them who obey Him, He 
brings them into Trouble, and into a great 
Fight of Afflictions: He Hedges up their 
Way with Thorns, and Walls up their Paths 
with hewn Stones, and brings them under 
the very Sentence of Death, that they may 

ſee his great Salvation, that he is able to 
make a Path through the great Deep. 
Then Iſrael ſhall cry unto me, my God we 
know thee ; then ſhall. they ſay, Great. is 

| the Lord, and great is his Power, yea, and 
his Wiſdom is infinite. By ſuch Deliverances 
they are ſenſibly taught the Truth and 
Reality of every Promiſe He hath made 
them. What He commanded them con- 
N 2 fidently 


* 
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fidently to expect, their Experience now 
proves, is fully accompliſhed. 

Do they hear him thus engage his 
Honour, Call upon me in the Day of Trouble, 
Jill deliver thee, and thou yhalt glorify my 
Name. Pſalms 1. 15. They find this good 
Word of the Lord, though tried to the 
uttermoſt, doth not fail in one Jot or Tittle, 
Does He promiſe, Though thou walkeſt in 
toe midſt of Trouble, I will be with thee, 
Saints ſhall rejoice in their Bede: They 
can declare how true the Lord their 
Strength is in fulfilling his Word, when 
they haye found by happy Experience, that 
in the Multitude of their Thoughts within, 
his Comforts have delighted their Souls; 
even the Conſolations that are in Chriſt. 
For though their own Thoughts were dark 
and diſmal, and thoſe not a few in Number, 
but a long Train, a Multitude breaking in 
upon them, and ſwallowing them up; yet 
ſoon were they viſited with his Comforts, 

vrhich were Light and Life to their Souls. 
Thus knowing the Name of the Lord, 
how true and faithful He is, they will put 
their whole Affiance and Truſt in Him; 
will wait with Patience in Times of Ad- 
yerlity, and neyer jrinns more, and be caſt 
down 
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down as if he would caſt off his Peo- 
ple, that pray unto Him, and love his 

From what has been faid, you are to 
learn, my dear Brethren, that the moſt 
alarming Viſitations, are not ſo much to be 
dreaded as Fleſh and Blood are apt to make 
us imagine. If you are unbelieving and 
diſobedient, you want nothing ſo much; 
for it is written, the Proſperity of Fools 
Dall deſtroy them. Prov. i. 32. and all your 
Bleſſings are but Curſes in Diſguiſe. If 
therefore you have any Love for your own 
Souls, pray that the Lord would not let 
you any longer alone, to be with thoſe who 
are at Eaſe in their Sins, but ſcourge 
your Fleſh with a heavy Hand, that 
your Spirit may be ſaved in the Day of 
the Lord. 

You who are holy and beloved, obe- 
dient to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, rejoice 
abundantly in the Thought, and be thank- 
ful that no Manner of Affliction can befall 
you from which you ſhall not reap much 
Fruit. Though your Tribulation may 
indeed be great, your Conflicts very ſharp 
and of long Continuance, all ſhall work 
Patience, and Patience Experience, and 

| N 4 Ex- 
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Experience Hope. Behold! I ſhew{you 
* a Myſtery, the Lord your Gop ſhall make 
the withered Rod of Afiction to bud, yea 
to bring forth the peaceable Fruit of 
Righteouſneſs, to you ht are exerciſed 
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Chriſt the only Refuge. 
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And a Man ſhall” be as an hiding Place 
from the Wind, and a Covert from the 


Tempeſt. 


HIS is one of the moſt noble 

and ſtriking Repreſentations of the 
Redeemer, which we find even in the 
ſublime Writings of Iſaiah. A Repre- 
ſentation deſigned to raiſe our Adoration 
of Him to the higheſt Degree, and make 
us gladly. confeſs, Happy are the People 
who have Him for their Friend, and for 
their Defence. In my Diſcourſe upon 
it, I ſhall 45 
1 | _ I. Give 
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I. Give you a brief Deſeriptior 


infinitely glorious Properties, ach dif- 
— and exalt this Man. 


H. Explain 0 is meant by 2 
Wind and Tempeſt, from which He i is an 


| all- ſufficient Shelter. 


III. Point out the Character of thoſe, 
whom alone He will defend and hide, 
and conclude with an Application of the 
whole. 


I. I am to give you ſome Deſcription of 
the infinitely glorious Properties, which 
diſtinguiſh and exalt this Man, who is ſet 
before us, by the inſpired Prophet, as an 
hiding Place, and Covert for the Children 


| of Men. 


And if thoſe who have taken upon them 
to diſplay the Excellencies of mere Hu- 
man Characters, have confeſſed themſelves 
at a Loſs, though renowned for Eloquence, 
where to begin or end amidſt ſo many 
Things worthy of Admiration and Praiſe. 
How much more juſtly, might the ſame 
Difficulty be pleaded w where the Glory of 
the Character is abſolutely without a 
ParalleL Where all is — anti di- 

1 vine. 
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vine, However for the Sake of Method, 
let me fix your Attention on the Entrance 
of this Man into our World, for in his 
Nativity He ſtands moſt honourably diſ- 
tinguiſhed from all the Human Race. 
Behold a Virgin conceives Him, by the 
over-ſhadowing Power of the Holy Ghoſt! 
and He, the ſecond Adam, by this Means 
is born, as the firſt was formed, in all the 
Beauty of perfect Holineſs, Not a Taint 
of Original Sin, the Fault of our Nature, 
was found upon Him. In Him that com- 
pleat Harmony, which ever ſhould ſubſiſt 
between the Soul, and its eternal Creator, 
was uninterrupted. No Will had He, dif- 
ferent from that of his Heavenly Father. All 
his Affections, like an irreſiſtible Torrent, 
ruſhed forward always to do what pleaſed 
Him. So that had his Heart been viſible 
to Human Eyes, it would have appeared 
no other than a living Altar, from which 
the never ceaſing Sacrifice of Adoration, 
Praiſe and Love, aſcended up to Heaven, 
with a ſweet-ſmellipg Savour. His whole 
Life was totally exempt from every thing 
approaching towards a Defect, He f. 
Filled all Righteouſneſs, and with Reſpect to 
* un, and Holineſs, He was the 
Wes Brag” 
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Brightneſs of bis Father's” Glory, Wwe the | 
e Inage of his Pers. 
Yet was this Perfection of every Dirie 
Glace manifeſt in his Life, the ſmalleſt 
Part of his Diſtinction, for Angels attain 
to this Excellency, they perfectly and 
continually accompliſh the whole Will of 
Gop. But ſo much higher in Glory, 
than the ſpotleſs Inhabitants of Heaven, 
Was this Man, maſmuch as He hath ob- 
tained à more excellent Name than they. 
For unto which of the Angels ſaid God 
at any Time, thou art my Son. Of the Angels 
He faith, they are Min: frers, | but unto" the. 
Son He faith, Thy T bros for ever and 
ever. And to ſtrengthen our Faith in 
this great Truth, that in this Man, the 
Fullneſs of the Goph READ duet bodih. 
That though he humbled Himſelf to ap- 
pear in the form of a Servant, of a Male- 
factor, whom the World judged not fit to 
live, He was ſtill the Man, the i 
Fellow, faith the Lord of Hoſts. . Il. 7. 


To juſtify and ſtrenghten our Faith in this 
Truth, the whole Creation, inanimate, 
rational and ſpiritual, paid abſolute Ho- 
mage to Him. The Winds and the Waves, 

/ Sickneſs and Death, the Devil and the. 

Heſt 


8 E RM ON VI. 189 


Hoſt of unclean Spirits liſted under his 
Banner, ſo inſtantly obeyed the Word of 
his Mouth, .that the People who ſaw Him 
in the Fleſh, though He was of the 
meaneſt Parentage and Education, mar- 
velled, ſaying, Behold ! what Manner of 
Man is this? 

In ſhort, no Perfection either al 
or mortal was in the Father, which was 
not alſo in this Man, fo really and without 
all Limitation, that he ſaid to Philip, 
ignorant of his Glory, Have I been ſo 
long with you, and haſt thou not known me 
Philip? He that hath Jew me, hath feen 
tbe. Father. | | 

But if this is the Caſe, it may be ſaid, 
it is the Divinity, and not the Humanity, 
that ſhould be held. forth to us. And this 
marvellous Aſſertion of Scripture, that a 
Man ſhall be as an hiding Place from the 
Mind, and à Covert from the Tempeſt, 
ſbould be changed. Since it is indeed and 
in truth, the Gopnrab, that dwelt in 
Him, which enables He. to fulfil this 
Promiſ. 

It would be Gl... if Chriſt Ae not ks 
part of our Fleſh, before He could be- 
come Emmanuel, . . Gop with us. 

ep 1 
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If the Things which He performed, and 
which He ſuffered in the Body, had not been 
the procuring Cauſe of every Grace his 
Church receives, and of all the Bleſſings 
of Righteouſneſs and Salvation, which are 
unto all, and upon all them that believe. 
It was as Man, he magnified the Lau, 
and made it hononourable, by his conſum- 
mate Obedience, to the utmoſt of its 

Demands. It was as Man, He ſhed his 
Blood, which cleanſes from all Unrighte- 
ouſneſs. The whole Communion. between 
the Faithful and their Divine Head, is 
eſtabliſhed. in his being Man and Gop in 


one Chriſt, as it is Written, Foraſmuch as 


the Children are-Partakers: of Fleſh and 
Blood, he alſo himſelf hkewiſe: took: part of 
the fame. Heb. ii. 14. In all Thing: it 
behoved him to be made like unto his Brethren, 

that he might be 4 merciful and faithful 
High-Prieft, in Things pentaining to God, 

#0 make Reconciliation for * Sins SY the - - 
Peopie. Heb. ii. 17. 5 
Behold then the Man! Shan Datta 


| of Perſon He is, of whom the Text 
ſpeaks l He ſhall be called Wonderful, 
for though born a Child, and growing up 
* * out of a dry Ground, yet was 
He 
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He poſſeſſed of infinite Wiſdom and 
Almighty Power. Of Conſequence able 
to ſecure. and ſhelter to the uttermoſt all 
whom He engages to protect. And to hide 
them from Fear of every Foe. 

But what Foes, what Dangers, are the. 
Children of Men expoſed to, which can 
make an hiding-Place and Covert, im- 
pregnable as Omnipotence its ſelf, needful 
for them? Do you ſee Mankind in general 
ſenſible that they are naturally expoſed to 
any thing which may juſtly be compared 
to a dreadful Wind and Tempeſt? Or are 
they ſeeking Shelter with all impetuous 
Eagerneſs, as Men are wont to do, when 
the loud Thunders roar, the Lightenings 
flaſh, and the Clouds pour down Floods 
of Water ? 9 25 "= f | 
It muſt be confeſſed indeed, the Un- 
concern of Sinners, is on the contrary 
moſt manifeſt, ſo very general as to render 
even this ſtriking Repreſentation of the 
Office and Protection of Chriſt, unintel- 


| f ligible. The unawakened Multitude of 


formal Profeſſors, will reply when this 
ineſtimablę Scripture comes before their 
View, What is this Wind? What is this 
Tempeſt? We know not what it means? 


2 * 
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De 


'F: proceed therefore, - 38 le... 

II. To explain, as I — kat is 
meant by theſe metaphorical we e 
fignificant Expreſſions. "4 
By the Wind and Tempeſt is meant, 
the Apprehenſions of the Wrath of Gop, 
when they are firſt felt by the awakened 
Conſcience. Thus Heman, when his 
Soul was full of Trouble, expreſſes his 


Sdmplaint to Gop, intreating his Pity, 
Wine Indignation lieth hard upon me, . 8 


thou haſt vexed me with all thy, Storms. | 
Pla. Ixxxviii. 7. In the fame diſtreſsful 1 
Apprehenſions of Gop's Diſpleaſure, Job 
expreſſes the Miſery of his Soul, ſaying. 
He breaketh me with a Tempeſt. Job ix. 194. 
And not to-multiply Scripture r | 
in order to aſcertain the preciſe Meaning of 
this Metap hor: - Von will find the GO 
of all Grabe addrefling the awakened Sin- 


hon no Man doth comfort. Iſa. liv. 112 a 
| Now the exquiſite Beauty and Strength 
of the Comparifion, may be luftrated- wp 


the following Confiderations. ai tao 


When the Wind lifts up its Voice wich | 


Violence, and the gathering Tempeſt | 
threatens | to diſcharge its Fury. "How 1 


greatly does it diſturb EN fright the Tra- 


veller, 
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veller, far from any friendly Shelter, eſpi- 
cially in Eaſtern Countries, where Tem- 
peſts mark their Way with frequent 
Deſolation. | 

Exactly fimilar in its Effect, is the Senſe 
of Guilt, and the Conviction of Sin, upon 
the awakened Conſcience. Then, thou 


careleſs Sinner, you will find as Job, the 
Terrors of the Lord ſet themſelves in 


array againſt you. And though for Years 


of a wounded Spirit: Wonder what 
Reaſon a Man could find to be in Fear and 
Dread, who never was more guilty then 
his Neighbour, yet when any Senſe of 
Guilt comes to be experienced by your 
own Soul, in an effectual Degree, you 
will be perplexed and afflicted yourſelf. 


Like one, on whoſe defenceleſs Head, the 


enraged Elements are breaking; like one 
perſecuted with Storm and Tempeſt, you 
will- be turning your Eyes on every Side, 
4 decking ſome hiding Place and Covert. 

Again, The Wind and Tempeſt are 
mighty and irreſiſtible in their Operations. 


What can a World do to oppoſe or ſtand 


before them? What can feeble Men effect, 
to mitigate their Rage, or avoid their 
| 1 tS Aſſault ? 


e 
V * - \ 


paſt, you could laugh and make a Moc 
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Aſſault? If they find him on the Waters 
of the Sea, they carry him up to the. Hea- 
ven, and down again to the Deep of the 
Earth. In the extreme Agitation, he flag- 
gers to and fro, and is even at his Wits End. 
It on dry Land, in a Moment with one 
dreadful Blaſt, they can tear his Dwelling 
from its Foundation, and bury Him in the 
© Alling Ruin. 

Equally mighty is che Power Wy an 
= awakened Conſcience. Not all the Artifices | 
chat Man can uſe can drown its Accuſations, 

when Gop commands it to rebuke, and 
thunder the Sentence of his Law - againſt 
the Sinner. In vain you wingle With the 
voluptuous and lawleſs 'THrong, in vain 
labour to ſtifls the alarming Suggeſtions of 
your Mind, by their Atheiſtical Maxims, 
Nb, God careth not: for it, it there 
© Knowledge in the moſt High ? In ſpite of all 


your Pains, the, diſmaping Fear of Venge⸗ 
ance threatened : to rg bigh will 


and Diſorder of Mind. What! through 


4 


haunt and torment you. > vs 
" Do! ſeverely in many Wee bs this 
been felt, as to bring on Sickneſs of Body, 


2 Scruples and Melancholy raiſed by the 


Preachers of Gon's Word? No, in many 


. 2 : who 
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who were never alarmed by the powerful 
Manifeſtation of the Truth to their Con- 
ſciences, through Gop's faithful Miniſters, 
it is the Hand of threatening Sickneſs 
which has diſcovered and pointed out their 
Sins to them, or perhaps a Train of Miſ- 


fortunes, or the ſudden Loſs of dear Friends, 


which ſweetened Life itſelf, has ſtired 
them up to enquire, wherefore Gop con- 
' tends with them? Wherefore He carries 


Himſelf towards them as an Enemy and a 


cruel One? And whilſt the Tempeſt raiſed 
in their Souls, inſtead of bringing them 
to intreat the Lord, to be unto them as a 
hiding Place, is looked on by their Friends 
in the Light of a melancholy Fancy, to 
be cured by Diſſipation and larger Enjoy- 
ment of Worldly Pleaſures; whilſt the 
charge of Sin from God's own Law, en- 
forced by the Teſtimony of Conſcience, 
they hear eſteemed, as Scruples ſavouring 


1 of Enthuſiaſm; having no Friend to diſ- 
dloſe their Anguiſh to, ſo inſufferable is the 
"7 empeſt, that it has ſometimes ended in 


Diſtraction, - 


V 
ſhew yon the Beauty of comparing the 


Senſations of an awakened Conſcience, to 
1 92 the 


8 4 
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the Wind and Tem peſt, is this: Both are 
equally ſudden and Fache N 

Oftimes in the Morning not a Cloud is 
to be ſeen in the Face of the whole Hea- 
vens. The wayfaring Man travels on 
rejoicing in the promiſed Calm and Sun- 
Shine. The Peaſant gladly goes forth to 
his Work, and to js Labour i in the Field. 
Preſently the Lord ech with wo Wind, 
and the horrid Storm comes The 
Birds, the Beaſts, haſten to and ſome 
Shelter, whilſt all Things are oppreſſed 1 
the Violence of the diſturbed Air. 

Juſt ſo it is with the Conſciences of ? 
Men. When the Sinner is faying to 
| himſelf, Come on I will enjoy myſelf to. 
the full, I will withold my Heart from no 
Joy. When full of Scoffs at the righteous 
Government and Law of Gop, of Con- 
tempt and Hatred, toward the few that 
live in dutiful Subjection to it, an Arrow 


from the Almighty ſticks faſt in his Mind. 


His Terror ſuddenly makes them afraid. 
By ſome ſpecial Providence, or immedi- 

ately by Gop's own Spirit, without the 
Concurrence of any Human Means, the 
Ears which were deaf to the Words of 
Gop's Book are . and the Eyes 
: which 
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which were blind are opened to ſee, Sin 
not a venial Infirmity, but a deadly Evil 
laying the Souls of Men. f 
Immediately Conſcience works, and is 
tempeſtuous. Preſumption is all vaniſhed, 
as a Dream when one awakeneth. Doubts, 
Fears, painful Anxiety what muſt be 
done to recover Peace of Mind, and a calm 
within take up all the Sinner's Thoughts. 
The moſt inveterate and hardened Of- 
fenders againſt Gop, and their own Souls, 
have often thus been overtaken, when Gop 
has been pleaſed to ſend the Commandment 
with Light and Power, and to rebuke 
them by the Spirit of Judgment. Then, 
though entrenched ever ſo deeply inWorldly 
Purſuits ; fortified ever fo ſtrongly by pro- 
phane Principles; it will bring down your 
high! Looks and ſtout Hearts. Gop's ac- 
culing Law, will apprehend and faſten 
itſelf upon you, whether you will or not, 
| and make a hiding Place and a Covert, the 
Thing that you long for. 
With the greateſt Part of Mankind, I 
allow, it is never ſo in this Life. They 
do deſpite alas! to the Spirit of Grace. 
But where the Conſcience is truly awakened, 
and who would not deyoutly wiſh to know 
FF the 
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the worſt of Himſelf, and no longer lie 
in a falſe deceitful Peace? Where the 
Conſcience is ttuly awakened, re is no 
hiding Place or "Covert, where a Peace 
can be enjoyed, and that Calm of an en- 
lightened Mind, far better than Life itſelf, 
but under the Shadow of the Wings of 
this Max, whom my Text holds forth. 

Other Refuges are always indeed firſt 
tried, but where there is Sincerity of 
Heart they never are, they never can, be 
found fufficient. 

You ſay I have Rand, I have provoked 
God, He is angry with me, I will there- 
fore amend my Ways, and do no more fo 
wickedly. . It is a. noble Reſolution, and 
Gop 14 you to keep it. No.] you 
find a Change for the better, and think 
your Obedience will ſoon, be now a De- | 
fence and Refuge for your, Sov Soul, But as 
you go on in this Way of 5 Sin 
begins to appear Sin, Gop's Purity and 
Holineſs, the Nature of Spiritual Religion, 
and the Demands of Duty from you, are 
better underſtood, You, remember afreſh 
after another Manner your paſt Offences ; 
you are tormented with Fear, leaſt you 
loud not have done enough to make A- 


tone 


SERMON VI 199 


tonement for your Faults, which | really is 


and ever muſt be the Caſe. You do your 


utmoſt, looking with longing Eyes upon 
your Life, into your Thoughts and Deſires, 
to find them altogether ſuch, as you might 
place ſure Confidence in as à Covering for 
your Tranſgreſſion. If you are fincere i in 
ſeeking to do the Win of Gov, this you 
never can ſee, nay you will appear worſe 
in your own Eyes tt than before, for Light 
makes manifeſt Commptions, which were 
concealed before through the Ignorance 
that was in you. Of Conſequence, though 
you are deſigning to ſerve Gop with your 
whole Heart, and to give up all Things 
for his Sake, ſtill you have not from within 
the Anſwer of a good Conſcience. Diſ- 
treſſing Apprehenſions frequently have 
place in your Mind, as much almoſt as 
when you firſt begun to ſeek after God. 


You painfully feel yourſelf ſtill Expoſed to 


the Wind and Tempeſt. 

The Reaſon of this, is, you are ooking 
for ſomething done by you, or wrought i in 
you, worthy to procure Fayour for you 
from Gop. But being too much delivered, 


from the Infatuation of Pride and Self- love, | 


to imagine any thing yet performed, or gny 
of £8 thing 
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thing get attained. to by you equal to this, 
therefore your Soul is ſo dn. and often 
ſo diſquieted within uu. 
Now turn your Eyes 8 vourkif, on 
8 which they have too long been fixed in an 
Improper. Manner. Run with Prayer and 
Faith unto him whom Gop hath glorified, 
and ſet forth as an hiding Place and Coyert. 
Look up unto Him as enduring the Croſs, 
and receiving in his own bleſſed Body on 
the Tree, all the fierce Anger of the Lord, 
which muſt elſe have been beating upon 
your Soul to all Eternity, for the Joy of 
making a Covering for your Tranſgreſions, 
there is the full Demonſtration of his Love. 
Look up to Him, as ſitting on the Throne 
of Gos, there is the Demonſtration of his 
Ability and Power to ſhelter you. Exa- 
mine his Excellency, the Deſign of his 
Undertakings, the Declarations of the 
jealous Gop, of their abundant Succeſs. in 
behalf of all Sinners, that flee. unto Him 
as the hiding Place from the Storm and 
Tempeſt of deſerved Indignation. | Strive 
to commit your Soul into the Hands of 
Chriſt, as your Advocate, Mediator, and 
Propitiation. Take it not for granted 
you. have done fo already, depend now as 
much 
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much upon Him as the Atonement full 


and perfect for your Sins, as you would 
have done on your own Performances, : had 
vou ſeen them every Way equal to your 
Duty, and worthy to delight the pure Eyes 
of Gop. Then you ſhall find Peace and 
Safety, that you ſtand within the Pro- 
tection, and under the Shadow of a Di- 
vine Covert, the more you ſearch and 
examine the Defence it affords, the more 
ſatisfied will you be of the Ley of roy 
Situation. 
And now you may look into yourſelf, 
with Joy to find your perſonal Obedience 
and Holineſs a /#ufficient Witneſs of your 
Sincerity, in hearing the Voice of Chriſt, 
-and following Him; a ſufficient F ou n 
to. conclude you certainly belong to 18 
though leſs than nothing, when pl 


any Atonement and Reconciliation for Fo 


quity. Now perſuaded it coſt more to 
make Atonement for the leaſt Sin, than you 
know Angels could offer unto Gop, you 
will honour the great High- Prieſt of our 
Profeſſion, in his Perſon, Undertakings, 
and Office, with the Honour you before 
was defirous to give to the Works of your 
own Hands, and to the Virtues of your 
a own 
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own Character. The happy Conſequence 
will be humble Boldneſs before Gop, and 
a drawing near to Him in full Aſſurance of 
Faith, having your Heart ſprinkled from 
an Evil Conſcience, by the Blood of Jeſus. 
This Max will be as an hiding Place and 
Covert, from all Apprehenſions of the 


Anger of Gop, and from all en 


Fears of his Diſpleaſure. 

It was faid that the greater Part of 
Mankind know not ever what it is to be fo 
troubled in Mind through Dread of 
God's Wrath, as to ſeek after any Refuge. 
They frequently die in a ſettled Denial of 
Gon's Government and the Word of his 
Truth; Conſequently in the firſt Meaning 
of the Metaphorical Expreſſion, WW and 


5 Tempeſt, they are not included. 


But though they paſs all their N 


without a Fear of Gop's Wrath; without 


being Able ever to underſtand it poſſible, 
to be afflicted and toſſed with Tempeſt of 
Conſcience, unleſs a Man has been ſcan- 


dalous in Sin: However Men may go down 
in Peace to their Graves, as a Shock of © 


Corn in his Seaſon, ſhall they efeape for 


their Witkedneſs * Thou O God ſhalt caft 


them down. They are not, they cannot be, 


out 
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out of the Reach of a far more dreadful 
Wind and Tempeſt, than the Fears and 
Terrors of Conſcience. For the Day 
cometh when the Puniſhment of the Deſ- 
piſers and Enemies of Gop, ſhall be 
ſo overwhelming, unexpected, and diſaſ- 
trous, that He hath Himſelf repreſented 
it by the terrible Image of Wind and 
Tempeſt. Upon the Wicked he ſball rain 
Snares, Fire, and Brimſtone, and an horrible 
Tempeſt. Pſa. xi. 6. The Adverſaries of the 
Lord ſhall be broken to Pieces, out of Heaven 
ſhall he thunder upon them. 1 Sam. ii. 10. 
The very ſame Image is much more am 
plified by Solomon, and with ſuch Strength, 
and Beauty as diſparages the moſt adorned 
Deſcriptions' in the Claſſic Writers. Then 
in the Day of the Lord, ſhall the rigbt-aiming 
T hunder Bolts go abroad, and from the Clouds 
as from a well drawn Bow, ſhall they fly to the 


1 Wark, to the devoted Sinner, and Hailſtonet 


full of Wrath fhall be caſt as aut of a Stone 
Bow, yea a mighty. Wind ſhall fland up 
againſt them, and like a Storm Jour blow 
them away. Wis. v. 21. | L 

In the New Teſtament which conſtantly 
uůſes the Images and Languages of the Old, 
. Lord deſcribes the miſerable End of the 
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' Unbelieving and Diſobedient, by. the Me- 
taphor in the Text. Every one that heareth 
theſe Sayings of mine, and doth them not, 
call be likened unto a foohſh Man, which 
built his Houſe upon the Sand,. and the Rain 
deſcended, and the F loads came, and the 
Winds blew, and beat upon that Houſe, and 
great was the Fall thereof. Mat. vii. 26. 27. 

Here my Brethren upon this Wind and 
Tempeſt would I fix your moſt ſolemn At- 
tention. Think with yourſelves, at what 
moſt intereſting Scenes infinitely aboye the 
reach of Language to deſcribe, we muſt all 
be preſent. Hark ! the Voice of the Arch- 

Angel, and the Trump of Gop, have 
ſounded. Every Iſland and Mountain, 
the whole Earth, the Sea, the Air, are 
ſhaken, convulſed, and paſs away, in the 
horrible Tempeſt. Where ſhall we appear? 0 
How make our Hearts ſtrong amidſt ſuch 
Sights, ſuch Scenes of deſolatin g Venge- 
ance? When Gop cometh 70 lay Judgment 
ta the Line, and Righteouſneſs to the Plummer. 
How, how .ſhall we be ſheltered ſo that 
none of this Wrath ſhall fall upon us? 
Will your. own Goodneſs and Virtue think 
you, be a covering ſtrong enough to bear 
the Weight and Fury of the incumbent 
Storm? 
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Storm ? Juſt as much as the Shepherd's 
Cot, or the Lodge in the Garden of Cu- 
cumbers, which the firſt Blaſt of Wind 
carries before it, for no ſooner ſhall Inqui- 
ſition be made, than innumerable Defects 
and Blemiſhes ſhall appear in your beſt 
Performances, and a Multitude of Tranſ- 
greſſions, little in your own Eyes, will then 
glance with Guilt, and foul Contempt of 
Gop and Duty, leaving you of Conſe- 
quence expoſed to Wrath, if you have no 
other Shelter to ſtand under, than that' 
which your own Virtue and Obedience can 
afford you. : 8 
Will imploring even with ſtrong Cries 
and Tears, the Protection of Mercy, that 
encouraging Perfection in Gop, MER Y, 
be as an hiding Place to the Sinner? Vet, 
ſo long as the acceptable Time, the Day of 
Salvation is prolonged, but in the great 
Waterfloods, no Sinner can be ſafe in the 
ſuppoſed neceſſary AQtigr> of this Attribute, 
becauſe Wrath as well as Mercy come 
from Gop, and his Indignation referb 
upon Sinners. At this Hour, if never be- 
fore, all Men ſhall fee, that Mercy like the 
Exaltation deſired for Zebedee's Children, 
ſhall be given only to them for whom it is 


pre- 
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prepared, not to the Lawleſs, the Diſ⸗ 
nne and Unbelieving. 

Will Millions and Millions of the Rich, 
ad the (Learned, be any Defence when 
banded together againſt the Storm? - Juſt 
as much as an Heap of Chaff, before the 
Wirlwinds of the South, Whilſt in the 
Body they could ſometimes deaden the 
Convictions of Conſcience, and embolden 
each other in Sin and Wickedneſs : But 
alas! how is the brazen Brow of Impu- 
dence and Atheiſm now confounded ? 
They that made a Mock of Faith and 
Grace, whoſe Voice was wont to ſpirit up 
the Company of the Ungodly, now ſpends 
itſelf, in vain, by calling on the Mountains 
and. the Rocks to cover them from the 
Wrath of the Lamb. 

Seeing then none of theſe Things, no 
Human Virtue, nor the uncovenanted Mer- 
cy of Gop, nor the Multitude of Sinners, 
can be any Refuge for the Soul, when the 
Wrath of Gop, like a mighty Wind and 
Tempeſt, is flirred up round about, O] ſhow 
me the Means, the Place. of abſolute 
Safety, that I may run unto it as a Tower, 
and be hid from all theſe 1 that are 
coming upon Men 


1 
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The appointed Means of Safety, the 
Place of abſolute Security Gop Himſelf 
in my Text holds forth. Behold, ſays He, 
a — Gall Reign in Righteouſneſs, and a 

Man (the Hebrew is that MAN) ſhall be 
as an hiding Place from the Mind, an a 
Covert from the Tempeſt. 

By Nature, by Office, by e 
He is every Way qualified to protect and 
fave his People. As a Hen gathereth her 
Chickens under her Wings, to uſe an Il- 
luſtration of his own, fo will the Lord 
ſtand round about them, to ſave them 
from the Violence of the Wind and Tempeſt. 
He is the Advocate that is worthy to plead 
for Sinners, who with true Repen- 
tance and Faith have fled to Him. He 
is worthy to make Interceſſion for ſuch 
Tranſgreſſors, becauſe He is ſet forth as a 
Propitiation for Sin, ſuch an all- ſufficient 
One, as Gop cannot but accept, and be 
well pleaſed with. The Power of Jeſus, 
and the Truth of his Promiſes muſt fail, 
before any Plague or Executioner of Ven- 
geance can hurt ſo much as a Hair of his 
redeemed. Ones. Heaven and Earth ſhall 
paſs away, with à great Noiſe, whilſt his 
Faithfulneſs and Truth they ſhall be for 

im- 
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immoveable Bulwarks to his People:“ 
A more compleat Protection from every 
Evil and every Danger, ben ban, | 
then will be over all thoſe before whom 
this Man, preſenting them in one Body. - 
to the Father, ſhall ſay, Behold! -. me, and 
the Children whom thou haſt given me Fa- 
ther, I will that where J am, my 8 
be alſo. | 
Immediately their nat? "Berkeley, TT 
+ through the infinite Strength of their 
| hidipg Place and Covert, ſhall be pro- 
claimed in the Preſence of Men and Angels, 
| in ſome ſuch Declarations we may con- 
cCceive as theſe. Mb ſhall lay any Thing 
to the Charge of God's Ele? It is Go 
that juſtifieth. Who is He that condemneth ?\ / 
It is Chriſt that died, yea, rather that it 
riſen again, who is even at the right Hand 
of Gor, who alſo maketh Interceſſion for ur. 
Who was dead and is alive again, and livetb 
for ever more, i to be the Author of 
eternal Salvation to them that obeyed Him. 
The peculiar and diſtinguiſhing Cha- 
rater of thoſe happy Perſons, who ſhall 
thus be hid and eternally ſecured by the 
mighty Protection of this Max. I pro- 
. aut . 17 E39vs B 
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poſitive Aſſertions of the Gop of Wiſdom _ 
and of Truth; who can have a Heart 6 _ 
unconcerned about the Happineſs of Man- 
kind, as not to deſire that every Soul 
amongſt the Poſterities of Adam, might 
be ſafe from the Violence of the Tempeſt, 
and happy in everlaſting Security from 
every Evil? Utterly void of that Good 
will to Men, which Chriſtian Faith ever 
inſpires, muſt he be, who has never wept 
over the Multitude, which imitate in their 
Unbelief and Rebellion, the devoted In- 
habitants of Jeruſalem: Who has not - 

| habitually made it his earneſt Prayer for all 
Men, as much as for himſelf, that they 
may be ſaved from the Wrath to come. 
This I can fay, ſo earneſtly deſirous am I 
of your Salvation, that T would be content 
my Lips ſhould now be ſealed up in Silence, 
and my Body laid in the Grave, if that 
might be in any wiſe effectual to prevent 
you, my Beloved, from feeling the Furi- 4 
ouſneſs of God's Diſpleaſur ee. 

Vo will not wrong me therefore . | 

much, as to ſuppoſe, I can have any Ples⸗ VL # 
ſure in limiting and confining” this only 

P - hiding 
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hiding Place and Covert. Believe me, I 
am compelled by the Truth of Gop, when 
I tell you, in the Words of this Max, 
few. there be that will find him as. as 
5 lace, and Covert to their Souls. N 9p 
eſus will never be your Protector — 
aye. lived and died in the Service, and 
— the Defilement of vile Luſts and 
Affections. For this to his infinite Shame, 
would be making himſelf. = Defence for 
the Children of the Devil, and. a Sanctuary 
ts thoſe whoſe, very Principles — 
are an Abomination unto G0oD. This 
would. be to encourage all poſſible Pre- 


4 ſumption. and Continnance in Sin. For 


bh would ever lay his Tranſgreſſions to 
Heart, ſorrowing for them with a God 
Sorrow, and deteſting them as his: Worſt 
Enemies, whilſt he ſuppoſes, he ſhall find 
Shelter under the Wings of the Almighty 
Sayiour, though taken away in the Love 
and. Practice of Iniquity 2. To entertain 
ſuch an Imagination, is to blaſpheme 
Chriſt as the Miniſter and Encourager of 
Sin. Hearken ye that are thus deluded, 
d 0 the real-unchangeable Character of the 
Man in whom ye madly truſt, whilſt ye 
| . | 
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Lend an Hrgel before Thee, to keep Thee in 
the” May, and to bring Thee into the Plate 
aohith I have prepared. Beware of him, 
rand obey bis Voice. Provoke bim not for he 
will not pardon your Tranſgreſſions, for” my 
Name'is in him. Ex. xxiii. 20. 21 

fieſus will not be your Protector, who 
under the Glare of zealous Profeſſion, 
nay even of many Labours for advancing 
his Kingdom amongſt Men, remain in ſe- 
eret attached to ſome beloved Luſt. For in 
that Day, when he Dall be glorified in his 
Saints, and admired by all them that believe 
as their Defence and Covert; many ſays he, 
Shall come and ſay unto me, Lord have we 
not ""prophefied in thy Name, eaten and 
'\drank in thy” Prefente, caſt out Devils, and 
cor dught' many mighty Worb. Then will T 
ſuy unto them,” depart from me, I never 
Brew you, ye Workers of Iniquity. Nay, 
though you are harmleſs and inoffenſive 
before Men, if you are no more; if no 
true Love to Gop warms your Heart, and 
makes you active in Obedience, Jeſus will 
not be your hiding Place and Covert. For 
the five Fooliſn Virgins, who were un- 
blameable touching their outward De- 
d N when they would fain have entered 
7a under 
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under his Defence and Refuge, found the 
Door for ever ſhut againſt them. 
Leaſt of all, will Jeſus be your Pro»: 
tector, if you truſt in yourſelf as righteous; 
if you go about to eſtabliſn your Sobriety 
and Honeſty, Charity and Devotion, as a 
ſafficient Recommendation of yourſelf to 
Gop. Fer fo many as are of the Works of 
the Law, are under the Curſe. Gal. iii. 10. 
Chriſt ſhall profit them nothing. The ſame. 
Scriptures which hold forth the Son of Gon, 
under the Image of an hiding Place and 
Covert, continually declare, By Grace 
are ye ſaved through Faith, and that not off 
yourſebves, it is the Gift of God, not of Works. 
leaſt any Man ſhould boaſt. Ephe. ii. 8. 9. 
Ponder now theſe Scriptures,” compare 
them with the profeſſed Hopes, and the 
open Practice of Men; and ſay whether 
they are more than a few, who ſhall be 
hid under the Wings of this Max, and find 
his Faithfulneſs and Truth their Refuge? 
Whether the Multitude of Sinners, are not 
evidently of that Spirit and Diſpoſition, 
againſt which Gov hath ſworn in his 
Wrath; that it halte never eſcape -his a- 
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The Few who are the highly-favoured . 
Objects of the Redeemer's Love and Pro- 
tection, as he himſelf deſcribes them. 
John x? 27. Hear his Voice and follow him. 
Hear every Precept, and receive every 
Doctrine in his Scripture, as the very Words 
that proceeded out of his Mouth, with all 
Submiſſion, and Readineſs of Mind, as 
from an unerring Teacher. They hear to 
practice, not to diſpute; to be more dif- 
ferent from others, in their Behaviour to- 
wards Gop and Man, then in their Senti- 
ments: Thankful for his Sacrifice, glory- 
ing in his Croſs, they abide in Chriſt, as 
their City of Ng and his Words abide 
in them. 1 
Theſe he is not now aſhamed. to call 
his Friends, his Brethren. Theſe, when. 
his Glory ſhall appear, ſhall ſhine through 
the Honour he will put upon them, and da 
filled with all his Fullneſs. | 
From what has been ſaid, learn to re- 
verence the Son of Gop. The eternal 
Father knowing his infinite Worth, and 
your infinite Need of Him, faith, They 
aum, ſurely reverence my Son. The molt pro- 
voking Sin, here chargeable on Man, and. 
whiet 1 is indeed the Root of all others, is 
P 3 deſ- 
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dejpiing and-rejeRting- him, Saying;-by 
your Actions, and the Thoughts of your 
Heart, this Man ſhall not reign over us. 
But remember, if you will not in this Life, 
ſubmit to him with all Gladneſs as your 
King and Saviour, in the next, you muſt 
find him your everlaſting Enemy and Aven- 
ger. Go and aſk of the Sinners of Jeruſa- 
lem, and they will teach you. Not this 
Man, ſaid they, 6ut Barabbas'the Robber, 
Not this Man ſay yon, but the World; 
And now behold; in little more than half 
a Century, the Wind and Tempeſt of 
Gop's Wrath came upon theſe Deſpiſers 
of his dear Son; deſtroyed their Temple, 
aboliſhed their Kingdom, and has 4 
beating upon their Lela 4% 
Hour. 

In much le Time, the Wrath 4 5 
fame incenſed Gop, if you perſiſt, and are 
found out of Chriſt, may overtake you, 
without any Place to flee unto, to hide 
yourſelf, Vou muſt then remain a wretch- 
ed Monument of Sin, rendered abſolutely 
incurable, through your own Pride and 
Preſumprion. Kit therefore the Sony leaſt 
he be e GY above all Things, ro be 
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recontiled. to As 1 e hen ale 
right Way. is 

Lou, — 7 st. John apache Be⸗ * 
liever's Character) are in bim that is true. 
Often recollect, the Uneaſineſs, the Fears, 
you have felt, leaſt the Indignation of Gop 7 
ſhould abide on you. Remember how in- 
effectual all your Attempts were, to gain 
ſolid Peace of Mind, till you fled for Re- 
fuge to this Man, who is given for the Sanc- 
tuary of every Sinner, afflicted in Conſci- 
ence, and troubled through a deep Concern, 
for the Salvation of his Soul. Be frequent 
in contemplating the bleſſed Change of your 
Condition, and the inviolahle Protection 
promiſed to you, whilſt you continue will- 
ing and obedient. Let much of your de- 
vout Exerciſes be employed in ſearching 
out, all- that is declared in Scripture, con- 
eerning this hiding Place and Covert, under 
which you ſtand. Survey, the ſure Foun- 
dation it is built upon, the infinite Coſt 
with which it was erected; its impreg- 
nable Strength againſt every Aſſault. And 

then, fired with active Gratitude, and Love 
unfeigned, your Soul will magnifie the | 
Lord 1 every Expreſſion of dutiful Sub- AF 
| 3 $f es d. 
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Ijsction, and your Spirit rejoice in Gop your 
Saviour. And when the mighty Thunder- 
ings, and Hoil, and Fire from the Lord, 
ſhall foite throughout all the Land of Egypt, 
Exod. ix. 29. Jou ſhall be with the whole 
Ifrael of Gop in the Land of Goſhen, where 
only there is no _ : 


T 
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SERMON IX: 
On Simon the Phariſee, and the 
Woman that was a Sinner. 
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Ard one of 1 Phariſes Aare Jeſus, that 
he would eat with him. And he went 
mnto the Phari r. 5 Houſe and fat down to 


meat. 


E have few Inſtances upon Record, 

of any amongſt the Phariſees, de- 
firing to hold any friendly Intercourſe with 
the Redeemer. Some of them groſſly 
hypocritical in their Profeſſion of the 
ſtricteſt Piety, and all of them cor- 
rupted by a proud ſelf-righteous Spirit; 
they'\ were ever diſputing with Jeſus. They 


were 
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were birter Enemies to him, All the Time 


af ks public Miniſtty, and the very Per- 


ſons who at laſt brought the Guilt of his 


Blood upon their Heads. 


Que bf theſe, howeror, more es to 
Conviction than the reſt, and ſome what af- 
fected with the Charge, our Lord had juſt 
brought againſt them, for rejecting Ihn 
the Baptiſt, and vility ing him on Account 
of the great Auſterity of his Life and Man- 
ners, whilſt at the ſame Time they re- 
pewehad:iumdelf,: for bis:Courteſy.and:Af< 
fability to all. One of them de 0 ae | 
Jeſus would eat with bim. 
And Jeſus, not knowing what Haase 
ment, or angry Prejudice meant, accepts 
the Invitation, and fat down to meat, And 
behold, an Incident, the moſt extraordinary. 
that could happen.” A Waman, that vas a 
Sinner, in a moſt notorious and infamous 
Degree. ben Ste. fnew that Igls fat d. 
meat in i be Phariſee's Hauſe,came ugto him. 
Well the underſtood the haughty Spirit af 
the Man and pf his Sect, wha had inzited 
our Lord to his Table; that he would ook 
upon. her with ſcornſul- Diſdain, and think 
his, very Dwelling, defiled, by her Entrance | 
wane © bis Dcors. 5 But notwithſtanding 


. theſe 


„ 4 Y 
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theſe diſcouraging ( Circumſtances, the 
not but venture, forcibly drawn by her ſy. 
preme Veneration and Love to Jeſus, by 
whom the Eyes of her Underſtand ing had 
been enlightened to know her Tranſgreſ- 
ſions; the Way of Mercy and Salvation 
pointed out, and a once lewd and moſt laſ- 
civious Woman, brought to ſeek after 
Purity of Heart. And as ſhe feared ſome 
Ceremonies of Reſpect towards Jeſus Chriſt 
might be omitted, by one who had no 
great Regard for him; ſhe determined her- 
ſelf, to perform thoſe little Feſtal Rites, 
which were uſual and moſt agreeable in a 
hot Eaſtern Country, though utterly un- 
known in our colder Climate. For this 
Purpoſe, ſhe brought with ber an Alabaſter 
Box of . Ointment, by its reviving Fragrancy 
to refreſh his Senſes. And having gained 
Admittance, ſhe did not preſume, though 


a Perſon of ſome Fortune, as is generally 


ſuppoſed, ſhe did not preſume to fit with 


Jeſus at the Table; but, as if worthy 


only to perform the Offices of a Servant,. 


| ſhe: flood at his Feet, behind the Couch on 


which he was reclined, and began to waſh. 
his Feet with Tears. Tears, of great Price; 
becauſe they flowed from a broken and a 
78 con- 
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contrite Heart; from an ingenuous Sor 
row for Sin, and a lively Senſe of that rich 
Grace, which ſtrongly encouraged her to 
hope, ſhe ſhould receive Pardon and Abſo- 
lution for all her Sins. l 
And the better to expreſs "eb Posen 
Reverence for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that 
ſhe held nothing too 9 to be employed 
for his Convenience. She wipes his Feet 
clean, with the principal Ornament of her 
Beauty ; and thoſe diſ-ſhevelled Locks, 
which by their elegant Drefling, had fo 
often been ſpread, to catch the Eyes of 


| Toole Admirers, are now religiouſly em-- 


played to dry his Feet, from whoſe Paths 
the had ſo greatly wandered. She wiped 


them with the Hair of Ber Kehl, and Bed 
bis Feet, and anointed them with the Omt= 


ment; which though coltly, and therefore 
encloſed in Alabaſter, ſlie preſumed not to 
pour on his ſacred Head, cftzeming it but 
good enough, to anoint his hallowed Feet. 
In theſe remarkable, and very ſubmiſtive- 
Ways, did this Woman expreſs her vehe- 
ment Gratitude towards due an ye : 
Chriſt. | 

"Now when the Phariſee which had bidden' 


* ſow it, Be Hale wiclin himſelf, ſaying 
this 
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this Man, if be were a Prophet, wcld: have 
known. who, and what Manner of Woma 
this: id, e taucketh im, es ſhe: is 4 
Samer 3. 

Something — * he was from oo 
Works, which Jeſus had done, to believe 
till now, that he was ſent of Gop. But 
this, his allowing one ſo vile and infamous 
in her pat Life, to anoint his Feet, 2 
full Proof to him of his Miſtake... Had 
Jeſus indeed been the Meſſenger of the Lord 
of Hoſts, in that extraordinary Manner 
which was given out, he muſt have 
been poſſeſſed, the Phariſee concluded, with 
Diſcernment of Spirits,; and of Coutſe 
have known, if he had not been inſormed 
by Report, all the Impurities, and ſcanda- 
lous Iniquity of this Woman. And then 
he concluded, he muſt have treated her 
with the ſame Diſdain, which he himſelf 
thought, ſo juſtly to be her due. Inſtead of 
ſuffering. any Tbing approaching towards 
even a civil Behaviour to her, or allowing f 
her. to much as to touch his Garment. He 
Was perſuaded he would ſharply have re- 
buked her, ſaying, ſtand by thou vile and 
reprobate Woman, {or 1 am bolier than- 
* | | 


Thus 2 
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Thus reaſoned the Phariſee within him- 
elf; though he was not bold enough to 
peak out his Sentiments. Little did he 
think the Gueſt he had invited to his Table, 
had Eyes like a Flame of Fire, ſearching 
the very Secrets of -Every Heart; and was 
one to whom all Thoughts are known, long 
— 4 the Tongue can give them Utter⸗ 

To convince him of this, Feſws, an- 

dealing the Objection juſt formed by the 
Phariſee in his own Mind, ſaid unto him), 
Simon, I bade fomewhat to ſay unto RE 
And he fad, Maſter, jay on: . SAY 
Were was à certain Creditor which! had 
fro Debtors. By the Creditor, is meant 
the Great and Eternal Gop, to whom we 
are all indebted, for not paying to Him; 
what we owe, as his Creatures, and much 
more as his redeemed Ones, the Debt of 
perfect Love and ſinleſs Obedience. 7 
one owed him froe handred Pence, the other 
By the former is meant, every | 
Peron, who to the common univerſal 
Guilt of Careleſsneſs, Forgetfulnefs, and 
Contempt of Gop in many Inſtances, has 
added e Iniquities; declared his 
Sin as Sodom; and been a Seducer We 
—_— of others; * . eee If ar 
Fo By 
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By the Debtor which owed fifty-Pence, 
only a tenth Part of the larger Sum is 
meant every Perſon, Who through: the Be- 
nefit of early. Inſtruction, pious Education, 
and reſtraining Grate, has been always re- 
gular and ſober, and Never defiled -withiany 
Offences, groſs in the Eyes of the Work 
And when they-had notbing to pay, he frankly 
forgavethem:both. No ſooner have you broke 
Gon's) Laws: whether in few or more Par- 
tieulars ; in leſe, or greater Sins; by 
Thought and Deſire, o or by open Practice; 
then you become equally incapable of 
making any Payment, that can ſatisfy your 
Creditor. The little Sinner, or the great, 
can be pardoned er eee ende y 
Fre Grade in Go. ec: 
And it is faid; When Whey bat nothing v to 
pa or frankly: furgaue them both. To g 
teach you, that ſo long as you go about to 
eſtabliſh the Merit of your Righteouſneſs, | 
or proudly Fancy any Thing that can be | 
done by you, and be found in you, will be: 
received in Part of Payment: Four Debt 
you on the Demands of Gop's Law upon 1 
yon far Obedience in Time paſt, can in no _— 
Dots | : an- 
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am utter Impoſſibility, of making any Com- 
poſition for your Debt; it is not, till this 
is the abiding Perſuaſion of your Heart, 
that you can be ever forgiven, whether you F 
are a little or a great Sinner. ; 
Aud when they had nothing to pay; no 
Plea to offer in Juſtification of themſelves ; 
no Excuſe from the Frailty of human Na- 
ture; the Strength of Temptations, and 
from ballancing ſome Inſtances of Obedi- 
ence againſt their Faults. He frankly for- 
gave tbem both, out of the mere Goodneſs 
of his Nature, who is the Lord, merciful © 
and gracious. Tell me 9 ory ef 
them woill love him moſt. 466 
Simon the Phariſee, no more Ring ; 
the Application which. our Lord deſigned * 
to make of this Parable, than David did, 
when Nathan the Prophet was ſent to him.” 
Simon anſwered and ſaid, I ſuppoſe, that Be, 
to whom: he forgave" mati. And he ſaid unto 
him, Thou” haſt rightly Judged. And be 
turned ſrom the Table to the Woman, that 
was* behind him, and faid unto Simon, feeſt” X 
thou this Woman? Whom in your Heart 
you diſdain; whom you think far beneath 
the Notice of every good Man; and on Ac- 
n 1 3 her to > approach me, 


and — es 
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end. expreſs her profound Reverence to me 
in your Houſe; you have already determinr 
ed within yourfelf, that I am a vile Impoſ- 
tor, and no true Prophet. Seeft thou this 
Woman? I entered into thine Houſe, and 
though. at- your own particular Invitation, 
as if it was Honour enough to be admitted | ® 
into your Preſence; Thou gaveſt me no Mu- 
ter for my Feet, but ſhe infinitely exceeding. 
the Bounds of mere Civility, has ſhewn - 
me the utmoſt. Marks of Gratitude. She 
has-waſhed my Feet with Tears, and iviped 
them wwith the Hairs of her Head. 

Thou gaveſt me no Kiſs. The uſual Man- 
ner of expreſſing Friendſhip, in the Eaſtefa - 
Countries. In this moſt common Ceremony 
of ,Civility you have been wanting, and 
treated me with a rude Neglect. But this » ” 
Woman, on whom you look down witk _ & 
ſach Scorn, fince the Time that I came in, has 
not ceaſed to kiſs my very Feet. 
My. Head with Oil thou didft not anoint. 
But this Woman at whom you have taken 
ſuch high Offence, hath anointed my Feet 
with Ointment. 


Now, in order to teach you, the al 


Cauſe of that very great Difference of 
Treatment I have met with, from yourſelf, 
and from her; and of thoſe ſtrange Ex- 


preſe 
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preſſions of her Love to me. I ſay unto 
thee, her Sins which are many, great in Guilt, 
and repeated Times without Number, I 
allow; nay ſo ſcandalous, as to make her 
in Time paſt juſtly avoided, and deſerving 
of the ſevereſt Reproach. Her Sins es 
iare many are ſorgiven. 

Fior ar T live ſaith the Be 1 Bur no „ Pla- 
— in the Death of him that dieth. Let the 
Mieled forſabe bis Way, and the unrighteous 
"Man" bis Thoughts, and let him return unto 
the Lord, and he will have Mercy upon bim; 
and to our. God, for he will abundantly par- 
don. Tra though your Sins be as Scarlet, they 
full be made White as Snow, ' though mn be 
_— Crimſon, they ſhall be as Mol. * 

Now according to theſe free a4. gra- 
eious Promiſes, her Sins which are many, 
upon her true and hearty Repentanee, and 
$vely Faith in me, are no.] no more im- 

——— i 2 
* Or! n o. Therefore: FR 320 loved 
much, for this Interpretation the Senſe 
1 of the Parable abſolutely requires, and 

the conjunctive Particle 5r/ admits though 
not in the pure Greek Idiom, wn in the 
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It was: the; ſtrong Senſe, the had upon 
her Mind, that ſhe was one of thoſe Deb- 
tors, who owed. five Hundred Pence, to- 
tally unable to diſcharge the leaſt Part of it. 
It was her clear Perception, that ſhe was 
in Danger on this Account of being thruſt 
into that Priſon of Torment, from which 
there is no releaſe; and in this alarming, 
guilty State of Mind, receiving the joy ful 
Tidings, which 1 have ſo often and ſo 
publickly proclaimed, ſaying, If any Man 
thirſt, let him come and drinł. John vii. 37. 
It was this News, a ſoothing Balm to her 
wounded Spirit, and a Ground of Hope to 
her Self. condemning Conſcience. It was 
this my Goſpel, which tranſported her into 
all thoſe extraordinary Expreſſions of re- 
gard for me, which you have ſeen, and 
been ſo much diſguſted with. 

But to whom little is forgiven, the ſame 
Py little. 

The Reaſon on the contrary, of all 
ah Stivilicien and Neglect I have met with 
from you, is that your Offences in your 
,own partial Eſtimate of them, are ſmall and 
inconſiderable. Your good Deeds you think 

either over-ballance your bad ones, or that 
4 ue! own perſonal Obedience and Righte- 


3 ouſ⸗ 
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ouſneſs, is very. near ſuffclent to > obtain 
Salvation. | | 
Thus blinded through Pride and Self- 
Love, ſuppofing you have little to be for- 
given, of Conſequence you conclude, 'a 
little Degree of Affection and Regard to the 
Saviour; as much as is his Due. For the 
Senſe of Obligation and Gratitude, will 
ever bear exact Proportion to your own 
_ eſtimate of your Demerit and Sinfi neſs. 
By your Anſwer therefore to the Caſe pro- 
poſed, of the Creditor and the two Deb- 
tors; you have yourſelf juſtified this Wo- 
man's Behaviour towards me, and given at 
the ſame Time the true Reaſon of” the 
Rudeneſs of your Treatment of me. 

And he ſaid unto her thy Sins are igri 
The Woman could not but be under much 
Confuſion, and painful Perplexity of Mind, 
"whilſt the Eyes of the whole Company 
were fixed upon her: And Jeſus was vin- 
dicating both her Conduct and his own. 
Therefore to give her the ſtrongeſt Con- 
ſolation and Encouragement : To aſſure her, 
it was no Preſumption to conclude ſhe was 
"paſſed from Death unto Life ; from a State 

: of Wrath and Condemnation, into a State 


-of "Favour and Nr : With that 
* — Au- 
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Authority which became the Saviour, and ; 
with that Tenderneſs of Affection peculiar 
to himſelf, he fully confirmed all her Hopes, 
and gave her aſſuredly to know from his 
own Mouth, that ſhe had nothing to fear 
from any thing that was paſt. He ſaid unto 
her thy Sins are forgrven, they are now 
actually blotted out, and ſhall not be fo 
much as once mentioned unto you. 

And they that ſat at Meat with him, * 
gan to ſay, within themſelves, who is thus 
that forgiveth Sins alk 2 

The Phariſees had no Conception, 10 
ſuch an unſpeakable Bleſſing as an Aſſurance 
of preſent Pardon, was to be enjoyed upon 
Earth : For being unhumbled themſelves, 
and Strangers to the Power of Godlineſs, 
they could not know how effectualhy GOD 
healeth thoſe that are broken in Heart, 


and comforts ſuch as truly mourn for their 


W 2-7 
Beſides this, they hag the ſtrongeſt Ob- 
er to make to the Power and Au- 
thority of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, o 7s 
this that forgiveth Sins alſo ? It is not the 
Voice of a Man, but of a Go, to ſay thy 
ins are forgiven. But is not this the Car- 
enter ? the Sqn of TFoſeph and Mary! is it 
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10 Yeſus of Nazareth ? They were in- 
cenſed therefore at Him, as arrogating 
a Prerogative which did not belong to 
him, for who can . Sins CE Wen 
alone? 
Through the Blindneſs of their Helirts, 
they beheld not tis Glory, nor at all un- 
deritood that he was, God maniſoſt in the 
Fleſh. And as they were not diſpoſed to 
receive this great Truth, it ſeemed good to 
dur Lord, to leave the Objection they con- 
ceived in their own Hearts againſt him 
for this Speech, unanſwered ; and to bring 
no Proof from Scripture, to ſhow them 
Wherefore he ſpoke in this Go ſes _ 
ner to the Woman before him, 
He faid to the Woman, thy Faith *bath 
 feved thee, go in Peace. Thy humble and 
entire Truſt and Confidence in me, as the 
Chriſt of of God, ſent into the World to 
call Sinners to Repentance, 0 ſeek and to 
fave that wwhich was yt. Thy Dependance 
en me, as ſufficient in my Power, Grace, 
and Merit, to pardon and abſolve, and 
preſent you righteous before the Father, 
hath ſaved thee. Now, even now, it has 
ſaved thee from the Curſe ot the Law 3 
from the Wrath of Go ; from the Do- 
mis 
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minion of thoſe: abominable Luſts which 
had well nigh deſtroyed your Soul for ever. 
Go in Peace. Be not ſhaken or perplexed 
in your Mind, by any thing you have heard 
the Phariſees object and cavil. Abide in that 
lively comfortable Aſſurance that your Sins 
are pardoned, which my Word, who .am 
Truth it ſelf, demands from you. 

And no Doubt this Woman We in 
Peace, no more tormented with the Sting 
of unpardoned Guilt. No Doubt ſhe de- 
parted from his Preſence with a Heart de- 
livered from all Dread of Gop's avenging 
Juſtice, though filled with utter Abhor- 
rance . and Deteſtation of her Sins. No Doubt 
from hence forward, the Laue g, Cbriſt 
conſirained her, and ſanctified all her Af- 

fections, Deſires, and Thoughts. The 
Harlot became pure in Heart, a living 
Witneſs of the Grace and Power of her 
great Redeemer, all her Days upon Earth; 
till in due Time ſhe was exalted to fall down 
| before him, with Saints and Angels, having 
waſhed her Robes white i in the Blood of 
2 Lamb. 


From this edihhing Portion of Scripture; 
e are three important and moſt uſeful 
Inſtructions to be gathered. 


A Q 4 | is 
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+a That the. worſt of Sinners ſhall aſſur- 
edly obtain Mercy, aad find Grace to help 
and ſave their Souls, immediately upon their 
Penitent beten for it to the Loud 
Jeſus Chriſt. 

II. That they rg love Ty in Sasse 
Tits. may 4nsw that they are fangs and 
accepted. 

III. That che Reaſon wha than is ſo 
little real Love amongſt Men, to the Lord 
_ Jeſus Chriſt, and ſo little Obedience to his 
Goſpel, is the proud Opinion Men have of 
their own Virtue and Goodneſs. 

The firſt Inſtruction evidently taught 
us in this Scripture, is that the worſt of 
Sinners ſhall aſſuredly obtain Pardon and 
Grace, whenever they in eatneſt ſeek; for 

it in Prayer to Chriſt. This is a Matter the 
Carc leis and Preſumptuous, 1 know, never 
queſtion. They ſtrengtlien one another, 
with the blaſphemous Conceit that there 
is /ach Mercy with Gop, as will even ſave 
Men dying in their Sins, To them I am 

not now ſpeaking. I am addreſſing myſelf 
to you, whoſe Hearts tremble at the Re- 
membrance of what you committed a- 
gainſt 680 fer Years, perhaps, without 
Fear or Remorſe. Who are thinking of 2 
Return to Goo, but alas]! the Way ſeems 
ut- 
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u tterly obſtructed. Your Sins ſo very many 
and provoking. Their Stain ſo deep, that you 
: are ready to conclude. either it is too late, 
or at leaſt to think ſo much muſt be done, 
before ever you can attain to any com- 
fortable Hope of your Reconciliation, that 
ydu are quite diſheartened, and made deſ- 
perate as it were, to take all that Sin can 
give, to riſque all it can bring upon you. 
But in all theſe Thoughts you ſhow yourſelf 
ſadly ignorant of the Goſpel of Chriſt. A 
Way far more eaſy and inviting is prepared, 
walk then in it. Behold | I-intreat-you, the 
Behaviour of the Son of God, to one of 
the vileſt of Sinners. Underſtand, not by 
Inference and Deduction only from his moſt 
faithful Declarations. and Promiſes, but 
from this and other Fas, to witat low De- 
grees of Condeſcenſion He ſtoops? See 
with what amazing Tenderneſs he will re- 
ceive you, returning in the Way of Re- 
rn and Faith? ; 
This Woman, with others as notorious 
8 are ſet forth as an Example to 
them that fhould hereafter believe. They 
are, as it were the Proclamation, publiſhed 
by the King of Heaven, to be read and 
known by the worſt of Rebels. A Pro- 
clamation which cries with a Voice truly 
15 Gop- 
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Gop-like; behold ! the wonderful Things 
which the Grace of Gow in Chriſt Jeſus, 
can do! What Manner of Sinners it ean 
reclaim, ſanctify, and fave! What Sins 
it can ſreely pardon! What abominable 
Tranſgreſſors it can embrace with the 
Arms of Mercy, when they ſmite upon 
their Breaſts, in Repentance and Faith, 
crying Gop be merciful to us Sinners. 
op move your Hearts by the Riches 
of ſuch Grace. Embolden you to draw 
nigh to him in Prayer, who have till now | 
been kept off, affrighted by the Number, 
or Enormity of your paſt Offences. « Re? 
member, (and be infinitely thankful) that 
if you deſire the Heart-felt Repentance, the 
ſelf-loathing Spirit, and the full Truſt in 
the Son of Gop, which were in this 
Woman: Jeſus Chriſt in the Temper of 
his Heart toward the chief of Sinners, 
1 the ſame Veſterday, to Day, and for ever. 
Heb. xiii. 8. Deſtitute of every other Plea, 
this Inſtance of this Woman, ſtill remains 
with you; and the more cloſely you com- 
Pare your own, with her. Circumitatices, 
the more will you ſee there is yet Hope; 
and deſperate as your Caſe is, a certain 
. : A wide: : | 1 = | Re- 
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Remedy for your Cure and Salvation, if 
you will duly uſe it. 

II. You may certainly infer from this 
Scripture, that Gob in ſuch an abundant 
Manner pardoneth and abſolveth every 
Sinner, truly repenting and unfeignedly 
believing his Goſpel, that he may be aſſured 
he is actually rec-ived into a State of Grace 
and Favour. It would doubtleſs have been 
a Mercy worthy of Go, if ſuch a lewd 
and vile Offender as this Woman, had been 
ſaved in the Article of Death, as it were 
by Fire, after ſhe had ſubmitted to the 
Hair-cloth and the Cell, and all the moſt 
rigorous Diſcipline of Popiſh Pennance. 
It would have diſplayed the Glory of Gop, 
in forgiving Iniquity, Tranſgreſſion, and Sin. 
Although this Woman had been left from 
the Time ſhe began to repent, and to forſake 
her Sins, under fearful Apprehenſions and 
tormenting Doubts, whether ſhe ſhould 
ever be pardoned or not? She, and ſuch as 
ſhe was, one would' have concluded, muſt 
have been the laſt of all People, to whom 
ſuch an ineſtimable Bleſſing, as an Aſſurance 
of preſent Pardon, would have been af- 
forded. Vet to her, when he ſaw in her a 
broken and contrite Heart, to her ſaid the 

Sa- 
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Saviour, Thy Sins are forgiven, go in Peace. 
He commanded her to diſmiſs all miſerable, 
Forebodings, leaſt the Wrath of Gop, - by 
long provoked, fo richly deſerved, ſhould. 
be executed upon her. And to regard. herſelf 
as one who was freely juſtified and acquitted 
from all her paſt Guilt. So that with Reſpect 
to the Puniſhment of it in herſelf, it was 
pegel away, as though it had never been. 

Nov this is particularly mentioned, even 
in a Caſe to our Judgment the moſt unlikely: 
to teach us that Forgiveneſs of Sins, is a 
Benefit which ſtands at the very Entrance 
into the Way of Life, as an Earneſt and 
Pledge of thoſe many ineſtimable Bleſſings, 
which are to be received as we proceed. 
therein. It was nothing ſingular, or above 
what other Sinners were encouraged and 
rejoiced with, when the Son of Gon aſ- 
ſured this Woman of her immediate Ac- 
ceptance with God,  Zaccheus, though a 
Publican, was told that very Day, in which 
he received the Son of Gor, Salvation. 
ade came to, his Houſe... The bloody per- 
ſecuting Saul, waſhed away all his Sins, 
as Joon as he was baptized, and called on the. 
Name of the Lord. Acts xxii. 16. Tbe 


three Thouſand who were pricted, 6 the, 
Heart 
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Heart by St. Peter's Sermon, ſo as to cry 
out, what ſhall we do? Acts iii. 37. were 
every one of them baptized for the Re- 
miſſion of Sins. And therefore though 
deſpiſed, perſecuted, and miſerable in every 
View with regard to this World, it is-writ- 
ten, they did eat their Bread with Gladneſi 
and Singleneſs of Heart, praiſing God. 2 

Now to ſuppoſe, the ſame rich invaluable 
Bleffing, is not vouchſafed to thoſe at this 
Time, who no leſs truly repent, and unfeign- 
edly believe in the Son of Gop, than it was 
to the firſt Chriſtians. Is to ſuppoſe, that in 
the loweſt State of Humiliation, in the Days 
of his Fleſh, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt diſtin- 
guiſhed and rewarded ſome of his Diſciples 
on Earth, far beyond what he does now, 
though "aſcended up on High, having led 
Captivity captive, and received Gifts for 
Men, even for the Rebellious, that the Lord 
God might dwell among them. 

Neither is it any valid Objection againſt 
the Aſſurance of a preſent Pardon, to ſay, 
that the Redeemer is no longer viſible, 
his Voice no longer audible to us, as 
it was to Zaccheus, the Woman in the 
Text and others. For even theſe Perſons 
Were foon — of the Power of re- 


"0 ceiv- 
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ceiving ſuch Evidence of their Pardon, if 
indeed it was ever repeated to them. Their 
ſure and abiding Evidence, was the Truth 
and Faithfulneſs of him, that had ſaid 
unto them, their Sins were forgiven. Who 
had ſolemnly engaged his Honour, that 
their paſt Iniquity . ſhould not prove their 
Ruin. That ſo long as their Faith continued 
to work by Love, and their Converſation 
ſuch as became his Goſpe], there was no 
Condemnation againſt them. Their Aſſur- 
ance of Forgiveneſs did not ſtand in their 
own Feelings, but on Chriſt's own Word. 
To this, not to an inward and inviſible 
Teſtimony, they could make their Ap- 
peal, and ſay, we know that our Tranſ- 
greſſions ere aan out, and our Sin is 
covered. 1 
The ſame Evidence Rational, not En- 
chic; 'Scriptural, not Imaginary; 
every real Penitent, and fincere Believer in 
Chriſt Jeſus, has to produce for the preſent 
Pardon of his Sins. For Jeſus Chriſt /// 
Jheaketh to us from Heaven. It is his Voice 
which thus invites, Come unto me, all ye 
krlut labour, and are heavy laden, and I will 
give vo Refi. Mat. xi. 28. It is as truly 
| His Voice, as: that which the Woman in 
t the 
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the Text heard, which thus in the moſt 
ſolemn Manner, aſſures you of your Par- 
don, if you do indeed belong to Chriſt. 
Verily, verily I ſay unto you, he that hearetb 
my Word, and believeth on him that ſent me, 
Bath everlaſting Life, and ſhall not come into 
Condemnation, but is paſſed from Death i wnto 
* fe. John v. 24. 

And to be thus aſſured of Photon: 2 
8 with the eternal Gop, by the 
uncontroulable Evidence of Seripture, al- 
ways ready to be produced as a Guard 
againſt -Enthufiaſm and Preſumption. To 
be thus aſſured your Sins are forgiven, 
is an incentive to increaſing Obedience and 
Holineſs of Heart and Life, powerful a- 
bove every other. Such a Spring of Readi- 
neſs to Duty, and Self-denial in every In- 
| ſtance required, as the Prodigal experienced 
from the more than generous Reception 
his much grieved Father gave him, when 
he immediately admitted him upon his Re- 
turn, into all the Honours of a Child, a 
Son of ſo great a Family. This ſufficient 
and ſatisfying Aſſurance, does not wound 
the Humble and Self- diffident; does not 
drive feeble: minded Chriſtians, who ſhould 
be cheriſhed, to their Wits-end, and make 
967 tad 
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Seaſon, through manifold Temptations; 
whilſt they as much as any fear the Lord, 
and hear the Voice f bis Servant. This 
Evidence ariſing from the moſt ſure Pro- 
miſe of Gob, made to thoſe, and only 
thoſe, who receive the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and Honour him by faithful Obedience, 
leaves no Room for any unwarrantable De- 
pendance on joyous Senſations; or any 
boaſtful Self- exaltation through them. 
But whilſt it ſecures all lawful Comfort, 
and rejoicing in God, ſo neceſlary to wean 
the Heart from carnal Pleaſures, or to ſup- 
port it, in Trouble and Adverſity: It does not 
lead Men to truſt in their own Feelings, 
unſupported by the Word of Gop, which 
is a Source of endleſs Miſchiefs. The Diſ- 
grace and Ruin often of ſpiritual * | 
whenever it revives amongſt Men. 
Vuindicate therefore your Priviledge, if 
you ſeek to be a Chriſtian altogether. 
Maintain it as a certain ineſtimable Truth, 
£8: the very Life of all Spiritual Comfort, 
and the very Glory of the Goſpel, that 
Gor hath exalted his Son, to be a Prince 
and a Savicur, to give Repentance and Ne- 
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miſſion of (Sine al ths believe in bis? 
Name. 

III. Ff rom mis e we $5028 we. 
true Reaſon of all that Indifference and 
Coldneſs towards the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſo 
viſible even in a Nation of profeſſing 

Chhriſtians. To whom little is forgrven, the © 
fame loveth little. So long as you ſuppoſe. 
your Offences ſmall, your Guilt trifling, 
and by no Means deſerving the Vengeance 
of eternal Fire, the very Office of a Re- 
dꝛemer, will ſeem at !eaft an arbitrary, if 
not a ſuperfluous Appointment. You will 
take Offence at the Diſplay of his Glory, 
and the preſſirg Enforcement of ſupreme. 
Love to Chrift. It muſt be fo, till you ſee 
you have deſtroyed yourſelf by your Tranſ- 
grefſions. Till you confeſs with unfeigned 
Sorrow, that your Debt of fifty Pence (ſup- . 
poſing it no more) makes a Divine Surety - 
abſolutely / neceſſary to diſcharge it. For 
whilſt in -over-weaning Conceit of your 
moral . Honeſty, and - Attendance upon 
Publick Worſhip, you fancy theſe Things 
can atone for your Diſobedience in other 
Points; or that the Uniformity of your 


whole Conduct, is a Righteouſneſs Which 
j R GOD 
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G69” will accept” for its own Sake; Uie 
neceſſary Conſequence is and muſt be, that 
"you will pay little Regard to any other A- 
tonement. And tho informed by Gos him- 
ſelf, in Language that even ſeems to labour 
for Energy of Expreſſion, that there is 
4 length and breadth, a heighth and depth of 
"Love, ih the Myſtery of Redemption: It 
will not move you, ſo much as the "leaſt 
UE 5 preſent temporal Bleſſing. It will not af- 
fect your Heart, till you are continually 
perſuaded there is ſomething ſo baſe; pro- 
- voking, and truly deviliſh, in the Sins 
*ehargeable upon you, that there could be 
no Remiſſion of them, but through the 
Weding of the Blood of Jeſus. Till ybu 
are thus perſuaded, H Atogether lovely, 
_— and full of Glory, as he is, can be no 
more to you, than à Hoſpital would be to 
blooming Youth in full Strength. Hence 
it comes to paſs, that many poſſeſſed! of 
tlie moſt delicate Feelings of Gratitude. 
Many who would fink under the Impu- 
tation of rude Contempt towards ſome 
Benefactor, of whoſe Bounty they have 
"i liberally fhared, feel nothing execrable, 


"nothing fhameful in treating the Sen of 
„Sie #7 Rip Gop 
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»Gop; as ghey would bluſh to think even of 
treating, che leaſt and loweſt in the Num- 
- ber of their ſincere Friends. In this In- 
ſtance only, you fhall ſee the Generous act 
8 the villainous Ingtate is wont to do, 
Srieving and injuring the Patron to whom 
be owes his All. But to what Cauſe can 
[this Behaviour, unnatural to the noble- 
minded, be imputed ? Why ſhall the 
- fmalleſt Inſtance of - diſtinguiſhed Love, 
dein the Heart of the Grateful; to a Man 
who is his Fellow-Creature, whilſt Love 
- infinitely mote coſtly, more free, and tran- 
ſcendant, towards him from Chriſt Jeſus, 
ſhall make no viſible Impreſſion on his 
Heart? The Reaſon is this, that the Fa- 
. yours and Obligations conferred by the Son 
arif Gop, on us poor ſinful Rebels, never ale 
nor can be really apprehended, till every 
Degree of Bleſſing and Mercy is received as 
Part of the Fruit of the Travel of the Re- 
»deemet's Soul, as the Purchaſe of his Life 
of Sorrow, and his Death of Pain. But 
en and future Bleflings, can never be 
enjoyed and received in this Light, till with 
the Woman in the Text, your Spirit is 
quite humbled within you, and knowing 
409 R 2 worſe 
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worſe of yourſelf, all Things gonſidered, 
then you do of others, wenepe 98 ond 
mach: tu be forgive. ot 
Indeed this Conviction of your 5 om 
| Sinfalnefs will be much reſiſted and ob- 
jected to, as implying uneaſy and dread- 
ful Apprehenſions of deſerved Wrath. 
-Granting it does imply theſe, they are not 
laſting. Soon upon your meek Acknow- 
ledgement of your Sin and Danger, your 
| wholeſome Sorrow ſhall be turned into Joy, 
and you will find Cauſe ſrom Gop's Word 
to ſay, O Lord, I will praiſe thee, though 
thou waſt angry with me, thine Anger is 
turned _ and thou fer me. 
Iſaiah xii. 7 7 
= Not wig dab eden 40% by: the 
| 3 Caſe, the Difference between the pro- 
fligate and ſober Part of Mankind, when 
they turn and ſeek after Gop, ſeems prin- 
- cipally to lie in this Point. The former 
are generally overwhelmed with Fearfulneſs 
and an horrible Dread, that they may not 
turn back again to thier own Wickedneſs. 
Betore Love rules in their Hearts, they are 
_ «\{courged for their Offences, by tormenting 
Fears of Hell, _ — ſhould ſlip into 
Nee N thoſe 
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thoſe Patl they have too 1 Ng alas 1 
counted 


only Paths of Pleaſure, The 
latter, haying been always reſtrained from 
the Commiſſion of Enormities, are more 
frequently led gently on, from Grace to. 
Grace, by Love and not by Terror. The 
whole neceſſary in either Caſe, PER 
you are a little or a great Sinner, is a re 

Heart - felt genſe, that you are abnoxiousta 
the Wrath of Gov, revealed from Heaven 
againſt all the Ungodlineſs and Unrighte- 
ouſneſs of Men, from which there is no 
other Refuge, or Way of Deliverance but 
Jeſus Chriſt. And why may not both theſe 
Truths be brought to the View of the Mind 
together Why may not the Law of Gop 
convince, and the Goſpel comfort together ? 
Like Nathan, who at once executed the 
Office of both, the one may bring you to 
confeſs. you have ſinned againſt the Lord, 
and deſerve eternal Death; whilſt the other 
ſays, Behold ! the Lamb of God, that taketh 
away the Sin of the World, thou ſhalt not 


May Gop grant us all Grace, meekly to 
acknowledge our Vileneſs, that we may 
way repent us of our Faults. May we 
: R 3 ever 


hy 


. 


Ws no o ſuch ein as” 8 88 ternal Wrath, 
as can be done away only through the Blood 
of Chriſt, N decerve aurſelves, rand, the 
Truth i is not in us. We are mide up of 
Pride, F alſhooq, and Hypocrify before Gov. 
But if we confe of our Sins, God us faithful and 
Juſt to forgive ws our Sint, and to cleanſe us 
from all Unrighteoufurf. I John i i. 8. 9. 
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The rat Chriſtian 8 Character, and 
N invinlable PRs 


SSG WWB 


Ps ALM cxxi. 


1. Mine E yes look unto the Hills, from 
whence cometh my Help. 


made Heaven and Earth. © 
* 3. He will not ſuffer thy Foot to be moved, 
ze that keepeth thee will not Slumber. 
4. Behold be that heepeth "un ſhall 
neither Slumber nor Sleep. 
5. The Lord is thy Keeper, the Lands ts 
thy Shade, on thy right Hand. 


6. The Sun ſhall not ite thee by Day, | 


nor the Moon by Night, © 
7. The Lord ſhall preſerve thee from all cc 
- Evil, be ſhall preſerve thy Soul. 


2. My Ha comet. Kunde Lord, which 
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2:1 8. The Lord: ſhall preſerve" thy going out,” 
aud thy coming in, from ao 7 . an 
even Jor evermore. 


-T muſt 15 be difſembled, that the 
Kingdom of Heaven ſuffereth Vio- 
* and that whoever will enter therein, 
muſt encounter with and vanquiſh many 
Enemies, muſt withſtand many very plea- 
_ fing and powerful Temptations. To re- 
_ preſent the Matter otherwiſe, is a flat Con- 
_ tradition to Scripture, and a propheſying 
- falſely, where Truth above all Things 
ought to be ſpoken. If it be ſaid, ſuch a 
preſentation of true and ſaving Religion, 
1 deter not allure; the Anſwer is, that 
ſufßcient Strength to endure the Aſſault 
and Combat is provided, and Encourage- 
ment moſt ſuitable and animating; plen- 
teouſly afforded. Very high and peculiar 
Priyiledges are aſſured now to thoſe, who 
deſire to be found. on. the Lord's Side, 
Fighting againſt all his Enemies, and their 
own. And Promiſes which make their V je- 
mm * toryiand everlaſting Triumph in Glory, ab- 
ſolutely certain, whilſt they perſevere in 
Faith and Holineſs, are. een aabene 
f Nd them. 5 N 


* 
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This Pſalm, in particular, preſents! us 
in one View with the ſingular Character, 

of every one who lives and walks by Faith, 
and with his peculiar Intereſt i * the Care 
and Love of G'. + 4 
The lovely Character and che 5 Bleſ- 
Auge annexed to it, by the moſt true Pro- 
miſe of God, deſerve our cloſeſt Attention. 
A humble Senſe of his own extreme 
4 Weakneſs, a Confidence- in and real Ex- 
perience of the Grace and Power of Gon, 
at once ſtrongly mark and clearly diſtin- 
guiſh the Chriſtian, from all — 1 
about hin, 6 | 
_ + very Man — is ſo ach me 
28 to lean to his own, Underſtanding. 
conceited af bis own moral Ability and 
Strength, that he implores no foreign Aid; 
ſo blind to the ature of Sin, that he thinks 
it is as eaſy tg atone for, as to commit. So 
devoted With idolatrous Affection; to the 
Things of the World, as to bo before 
them as his Idols, and court them as his 
Happineſs. When you furniſh him with 
the Means to gratify, the Pride, and Sen- 
ſuality of his Heart, you give him all he 
"200 es: ** ker ee more. "Io 
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Soul dead in Treſpaſſes and Sin, knows. 
nothing of its many Enemies and its Dan- 
gers. And though ſhorn of all his Strength, 
Hke Sampſon ſleeping in the Lap of N 
he remains inſenſible of his Loſs. 
On the contrary to be a Diſciple of Chriſt, 
is to be converted from all this Pride and 
Self-fufficiency, and become as a little Child, 
Mat. xviti. 3. It is to know where you 
are, what you are, and whom you have to 
contend with. That you are in a diſordered 
World, which deſpiſes and hates the Gop 
that made and will judge it. . Yourſelf. 3 
fallen corrupted Creature, too blind in your 
Uiderſtanding, to diſcover Truth from 
ſpecious Error; too depraved in Heart, to 
embrace the Good, and abhor the Evil, 
when diſcovered ; too feeble to wreſtle, not 
only againſt Fleſh and Blood, but N 
from without, viſible and inviſible. 
The Believer feeling his Wesknec and 
various Wants in all theſe Reſpects, looks 
not to the Earth, places no Confidence in 
| his on Wiſdom and Strength; but per- 
ſuaded, no Man can receive any Thing-except 
ir be given bim frum above ? I will lift up 
mine Eyes, faith he, unto the Hills, from 
po my Help. Ia the * 
an 
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and with the Spirit of an humble and Cars 
neſt Supplicant, as an unworthy Objects 
yet infinitely in Need of Pity and Relief: 
Day by Day will I lift up the Eyes of my 
waiting Mind, unto thoſe lofty and eter- 
nal Hills, on which the Almighty has fixed 
kis Throne, from . whence cometh my 
Help, all my Strength and Power for the 
Battle: All my Ability to obſerve and do; 
whatſoever is commanded, all my Peace 
and Conſolation. And whilſt I wait upon 
the Lord in this humble Manner, r b⁰ẽE 
be  hath' his Dwelling ſo. high, that be even 
bumbleth: himſelf. to behold the Things: that 
are in Heaven, though compared to his 
Greatneſs and Glory, all the Nations are. 
before him, but as the Drop of the Bucket, 
and at the ſmall Duſt on the Ballance, yea 
%% © than "Nothing. Yet is this Gop, all 
Ear to hear, all Love to fulfill, the Deſires 
of them that truſt in his Mercy. Be thou 
ever ſo low and mean, it is written He def 
piſeth not any. Job xxxvi. 5. Be thou 2s 
— do Notice of worldly Pride, 
as hated Poverty can place thee; if with 
an awakened and faithful Mind, you are 
Jooking to the Hills, your Supplication 
* the Interoeſſion af Jelus, : ſhall 
come 


come up as Cages cho before. 
= Gop of the whole Earth, as if en 
ſet gmong Princes. mitt; 
This Condeſcention, the 1 
che People, experience to their great and 
endleſs Comfort, no leſs than others. And 
eyery Believer can ſay, with a Confidence 
not raſh and preſumptuous; but grounded 
on continual Anſwers to Prayer, confirmed 
by repeated Deliverances from Dangers, 
and by ſeaſonable Supplies in Time of Need, 
my Help cometh from the Lord, who: made 
Heaven and Earth. I look to him, and 1 
am holpen. I truſt in him, and I am not 
ebnfounded. I have the Things I aſk for. 
And each ſucceeding Day brings with it 
freſn and increaſing Evidence of GoD's ten 
d Love, and Guardian Power over me. wo 
By this noble and happy Peculiarity is 
every teal Belieyer ſeparate from the World 
of che Ungodly, - Herapprehends his on- 
tinual Need of the Light, the Power, 1698 
Grace of GD. He makes conſtant 
cation for it, and with Aflurante Can fayy 
My Help: cometh. e the Lords? who mage 
"gout aud Wa 1 tete at 
bi Fache based in this Charadiey 
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and 76 none other, is the following Promiſe, 
infinitely. rich and comprehenſive made; 
made by him who is faithful and al-fuff 
cient. In this Manner does Gop vouch- 
ſafe to anſwer every Believer's ſincere Pro- 
feſſion of abſolute Dependance upon him. 
He vill not ſuſfer thy Foot to be moved; 
no Weapon that is formed againſt thee 
ſhall proſper 3 ; no ſecret Wile deviſed be- 
neath in Hell, ſhall ſupplant thee ;| no 
open Violence over-power thee. The Arm 
of the Lord ſhall fight againſt thoſe, who 
fight againſt thee, and ſuffer no Tempta- 
tions to turn thee aſide from the Holy Com- 
mandment and the Path of Life. 1. 
Hie that keepeth thee will not ſlumber. 
Thy heavenly Defender, will never grow 
weary of affording you his full Protection; 
never grow indifferent to your Wants, or 
inattentive to your Dangers. Men alas 
are deceitful upon the Wei ghts; and though 
no Change from good to bad is found on 
your Part, they may withdraw their Affec- 
tion, or they may leſſen their Regard for 
you. To-Day you may be baſking in the 
Smiles, and laying in the Boſom of Favour; 
To- morrow he rejected, and caſt off, to be- 
we the ſudden Change, no leſs perhaps 


unde- 
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undeſerved, than unlocked for. But; ih 
God there is no Variableneſt, neither Sbadbtv 
Turning. The humble believing Suppli- 
cant, who hangs upon Guy's free ant 
moſt gracious Promiſes, is unchangeably the 
Object of his tender and moſt watchful 
Care. He will never ſuffer you to fall a 
Prey to your Adverſaries, fos N are be- 
* *come his own. © 01 vat 
*: Behold ! conſider, and be a and 
grounded in the glorious Truth. He rbat 
Keeper bh Iſrael, will never flumber, nor ſleep. 
-Ifrael is the favourite Old Teſtament Name 
for the Faithful; applied to them with-great 
Beauty and Propriety, becauſe they, one 
-and all, like Jacob, who was afterwards 
called Iſrael, wreſtle by earneſt and impot- 
tunate Prayer with the Angel of the-Cove- 
nagt, and obtain the Bleſſing. Behold; be 
rbat kecpeth Iſrael. Keepeth' it as his on 
Inheritance, as his Portion; His Eyes run 
to and fro through the Earth, to turn afide 
Whatever may prove hurtful to thoſe who 
honour his Word, and in whom alone he 
©-elig ghts, of all the Sons of Men. He that 
e HMaael, will never flumber nor. flerp. 
But as all Comfort and Confidence in the 
Soul, ariſes from the ä it 
4 BI. ſelf 
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ſelf, of that Love and Power to which all 
Things are poſſible: This Seripture not 
only aſſerts the controuling, ever- watchſul 
Providence of Gop over the whole Com- 
pany of the Faithful, but that each Indivi- 
dual of that happy Number, is as much 
beloved, as if he alone engaged the wwhale 
Protection and Attention of Gop Almighty. 
The Promiſe aſſures thee O Man; whoſe 
Eyes in humble conſtant Dependance, are 
locking to the Gop of all Grace. The 
Promiſe aſſures thee, The Lord is thy 

Keeper. Thy unſpeakable Littleneſs, and 
Meanneſs, in Compariſon of the Objects 
that are before his Eyes, in the vaſt Im- 
menſity of Creation, never cauſe thee to 
be forgotten of him, even for a Moment's 
Space. Whilſt he is upholding all Things 
by the Word of his Power, receiving the 
- Adoration: of Millions of Angels, and bleſ- 
ſing them with all their incomprehenſihle 
| 3 the Lord will ſtand round FO 
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-Snar and ory. Pager. "PEP 
And, if you queſtion, this Truth, — 
you cannot behold. him viſibly. preſent, with 
you; if you require a Sign, to removę your 
-: Unbelicf, This is the; Sign, Were pon 
1455 hall 
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ſhall "know that the Lord is ay EN! 
and thy Defence upon thy right Hand. 
de Sun fhall- ent thee by Dey, nor | 
the Moon by Night. 
It i cominon both with ſacred and pts 
Fane Writers, tb repreſent a State of worldly 
Profperity; and all its Comforts and De- 
lights by the Metaphor of Sun-ſhine, which 
10 remarkably beautifies; whilſt it cheers 
the whole viſible Creation. But as the ſame 
Sun, which is the great Inſtrument of 

Fruitfulneſs and Blefling to the Earth, 
ſcorches alſo with its burning Rays; and 
darts them down with a F orce, often de- 
ſtructive to Men, eſpecially in ſultry Cli- 
mates. 80 Proſperity, of which it is the 
choſen Emblem, is wont to have no leſs 

fatal Influence on the Soul. More by Mil- 
lions have been ruined and brought down to 
eternal Death, by having Riches in Poſſeſ- 
-fion, than ever the Eaſtern Sun, with all 
its intolerable Fire, has ſmitten to the 
Grave. Not a Grace eſſential to the Chrif= 
tian Character, but Wealth, bears a 
powerful Tendency, to enfeeble, to deſtroy. 
Wealth tempts Men to deny their Miſery, 
their Danger, and their Shame, as fallen 
| | gu Creatures, and of Courſe, an abſolute 
Depen< _ 
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Dependance on Chriſt, for e 
and Salvation, by the Abundance with 
which it ſurrounds its Poſſeſſors; by the 
ſingular Reſpect, and the frequent Flattery 
they meet with. Wealth Ficites to Luxury 
and Senſuality, by miniſtering every Mate- 
rial, to gratify the Luſt of the Fleſh, the 
Luſt of the Eye, and the Pride of Life. 
Wealth makes the Heart more ſelfiſh, and 
gd intoxicates with Ambition, or the ac- 
curſed Love of Money. 

On theſe Accounts the wiſe Agur as 
earneſtly prayed to be delivered from 

Voath, as from the Miſeries of a deſti- 
tute Condition; Give me not Riches, lays 
He, leaſt I be full and deny thee. On 
theſe Accounts, the Lips of the unerring 

One, have declared, It is eafier for a Ca- 

mel to go through the Eye of a Needle, than 
for a rich Man to enter into the Kingdom + 
of” God. 

Yet even in theſe ad perilous Cir- 
cumſtances, if you continue looking up to 
the Hills for Help, there ſhall be given . 
unto you Power and Grace, ſufficient to _ 
conquer all the Difficulties, and Enchant- 
ments of Wealth ; to diſcover and avoid 
all the Temptations which beſet you. 

8 Though 
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Though rich, you ſhall be neither proud 
nor ſelf-ſufficient. No Lover of Pleaſure 
more than Gop. No diſhoneſt Steward- 
abuſing the Riches intruſted to your Care, 
to gratify a voluptuous, or a covetous 
Heart. 

- The Sun ſtall not burn Thee by Day. 
Riches ſhall have no hurtful Influence on 
your Soul. Though great and mighty, 
like Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, you ſhall. 
live as a Stranger and Pilgrim upon Earth, 
i. e. with diſengaged Affections: And ha- 

ving taſted of the Heavenly Gift, ſeen the 
Promiſes afar off, been perſuaded of them, 
and embracing them, you ſhall look for 
infinitely greater Treaſures, and more du- 
rable Riches than thoſe you now inherit. 

Nor the Moon by Night ; Or if your 
Lot is with the Poor, if Tribulation and 
Diſtreſs come upon you, which diſcourag- 
ing afflictive State, is well repreſented by 
che cold chilling Influence, and the dreary 
Shade of the Night. In the Midſt of all 
your Trouble, the Lord will be Jour Sup- 
port. He will give you Patience in Time 
of Adverſity, and more abundantly i in ſuch 
trying Seaſons, manifeſt Himſelf to you; 
ad the Gop of Peace and Conſolation. 
Thus 
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Thus whether high or low, rich or 
poor, when Day by Day you look unto 
the Hills for Help, all Things ſhall work 
together for your Good. 

The Lord ſhall preſerve Thee Si all 
Evil: Not rom every Thing that Fleſh and 
Blood, the fooliſh and unbelieving World 
will call Evil, for many Things which paſs 
under that Name, are appointed as tl.e 
Trials of Faith; as the Exerciſes, which 
give to Patience its perfect Work; and diſ- 
play the Triumphs of Grace. But from all 
that is really Evil, you ſhall be kept, f. e. 
from all that is hateful before Gor, and 
injurious to your better and immortal Part; 
as the Senſe of the Words, is immediately 
explained, when it is ſaid, He ſhall preſerve 
thy Sour. My Soul, faith the Believer, 
is myſelf, my all. Ah! what avails to have 
have my Body preſerved ; to have my Inte- 
reſt and Comfort in Time made ſecure 
from Danger. Soon ſhall my Place know 
me no more; ſoon muſt I go hence, naked 
as I was born into the World. Give me 
the Riches of Eternity, or I am ſtill wretch+ 
ed and miſe rab. e, a Tenant at Will, and 

| 82 may 
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may become in a Moment poor ent 

Eepretion, and deſtitute of all Things. 
The Soul is the great Object of 0 

al Carefulneſs to every Believer. For this 


he ſeperates from the World, and dares not 
trifle with Gop, as others do; for this he 
takes up his daily Croſs, denies himſelf, 
watches, prays, and labours without ceaſ- 
ing. His Soul is the ineſtimable Jewel 
he is above all Things ſollicitous to have 
kept from the Hands of the Deſtroyer, and 
from every Snare. So that had not the 
Protection and Salvation of the Soul been 
particularly mentioned; all the other Pro- 
miſes, would have been of no more Value i in 
the Believer's Eyes, than ſo many Cyphers 
without the initial Figure. But this is no 
leſs the Object of Gop's Care, than it is 
the cheif Concern of every faithful Chriſ- 
tian. The Promiſe thus comprehenſively 
| engages in your behalf He fall preſerve thy 
Soul. Preſerve it from the Power of this 
preſent evil World, and all the various Ene- 
mies in league againſt it. Nay, the eternal 
Go. ſhall not only at Preſent be thy Guar- 
dian, and Defender, and then at laſt let 
| you become a Prey to the Deſtroyers. No, 
ſo long as your _ are looking to him for 


Help, 
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Help, and all your Expectations are built 
upon his promiſed Grace and Mercy, The 
Lord fhall preſerve thy going out and thy 
coming in, from this Time forth and *forever- 
more. The ineſtimable Promiſe is made to 
you, None ſhall pluck them out of my Hands: 
Whatever Changes in this mortal ever- 
varying Scene of Things awaits you, what» 
ever Conflicts you muſt go through, either 
with your own corrupted Heart; with an 
oppoſing, perſecuting World, or from the 
malicious Tempter, in all Things you ſhall be 
move thin Conqueror, through him that hath 
lovbi you. You ſhall be brought through Fire 
and Water, into that everlaſting Kingdom, 
prepared for the Faitful: Where, in the 
Preſence of your great Leader and Com- 
mander, you ſhall adore him for keeping 
you in all your Ways ; for being always 
mindful of 'his Covenant, and with the 
victorious Armies of Heaven, triumph for 
evermore. ; 

From this Pſalm, thus briefly para- 
Shraſed, much of Conſolation, and much 
for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs ay" be 
clearly inferred. | 

I. It affords much Conſolation to you, 
"win are fearful of Heart, through a Cons 


S 3 ſciouſ- 
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ſciouſneſs of your own Weakneſs, as well 
as the Number and Strength of your 
Enemies. Happy for you, that Preſump- 
tion is taken out of the Way, fo that you 
perceive, gy have no Power in- yourſelf, 
in which you may ſafely confide. Happy 
for you, that you are become ſenſible the 
. Chriſtian Life is a moſt real and continual 
Warfare, That you are indeed Appre- 
henſive, of the great Danger of being van- 
quiſhed, in the Combat with thoſe Powers 
of Darkneſs and of Sin, which have already 
lain their Millions. This is Cauſe ſuffi- 
cient to keep you ever vigilant, ever active, 
ever dependent. To demonſtrate to you 
the Neceſſity of being armed with the 
whole Armour of Gop, and of imploring 
| day by day his ſaving Power and Grace. It 
is a good Thing allo, to be fo vehemently | 
defirous of eſcapin g the Wrath to come, 
and attaining to an eternal Life of Wiſdom, 
Purity and Love, as ſhall give Stecfaſtueſs 

and Reſolution to your Soul, and at the 
| fame Time a wholeſome Dread of the 
Rar mpt: of its Enemies. 

But whilſt O thou humble Chriſtian 

u ſee your Path ſo beſet with Dangers, 

A Jet Satan throu;z ;h your Unbelief, increaſe 


this 
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this Dread till it becomes ſervile and tor- 
menting, remember you are not alone. 
Whilſt with Faith you are calling for Help 
from the everlaſting Hills, through the 
Mediator's Undertakings and Merits, you 
are as ſafe as if you was already entered 
into the Reſt prepared for the People of 
Gop. You have the fame all-ſufficient 
Security, that you ſhall come from the 
"Combat crowned with Honour and Vic- 
tory, as they in Heaven have, that their 
Happineſs ſhall know no End. Both are 
ſecure; only through the Promiſe and Faith- 
fulneſs of Gop. The Saints in Heaven 
triumph, becauſe of this good Word of 
the Lord, in which they truſt with their 
whole Heart; I give unto them eternal 
Life. And every Saint on Earth may re- 
joice, becauſe, He that keepeth Hrael, hath 
ſaid, I will preſerve thy going aut, and thy 
coming in, rom this time forth for evermore. 

- True it is, that when Pride and Self- 
ſufficiency, ſeparate between you and your 
=Strong-hold, ſo that your Soul, as the Pſal- 
miſt expreſſes it, No longer hangeth upon 
God, then you may fall and periſh” for 
ever. Becauſe the Promiſes of Gop be- 
uy to thoſe, and only thoſe, who. ſeek 
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his Strength and his Face evermore. But 
whilſt you are looking to Gop for Help, 
be ſtrong, and affure your Heart of Vic- 
tory. Behold ! what comfortable Words, 
the everlaſting Gop, makes uſe of, on 
Purpoſe to diſperſe all your difcouraging 
Fears. Fear thou not, for I am with thees 
be not dijmayed, for I am thy God: I will 
Prengthen thee; yea I will help thee; yed'T 
oil) uphold thee with the Right-hand of my 
Righreoyfrrefs. Behold ! all incenſed againſt 
rbee ſhall be aſtamed and confounded: They 
ſhall be as nothing, and they that firive with 
"thee ft all periſh. They that war againſt 
thee, ſhall be as nothing, and as a Thin g of | 
Nought. For I the Lord thy Gop will 
f Bold thy Right-hard, ſaying unto thee, fear 
not, I will help thee. Iſa. xl. 10. 1 3. Where- 
fore then art thou fo diſquicted and de- 
| jected, whilſt your Conſcience, beareth 
this Teſtimony, that you live in conſtant 
Dependance upon the Gop of Heaven; 
whilſt you know yourſelf to be amongſt 
thoſe, whoſe Eyes look unto the Hills, and 
whoſe Help cometh from the Lord, Re- 
Joice thou in the Lord, and glory thou in 
the Holy One of Iſrael. Pray that your 
Eyes may be opencd, as the Scrvant of 

Eliſha, 


- Pliſha, was enlightened. And then-inſtead | 
of crying out in Deſpondency: Alas] how 
ſhall you do? You will behold yourſelf 
placed on a Mountain, ſafe as the Pro- 
phet when ſurrounded with Horſes and 
| Chariots of Fire. You will an(wer your 
doubting Heart, Fear not, for they that be 
with us, are more than they that be againſt 
us. 2 Kings vi. 17. You will hold faſt 
the Confidence of your Rejoicing to the 
End, perſuaded that whilſt you ceaſe not 
to call upon the Lord he changeth not. 
he will be your everlaſting Defence. 85 
that neither Life, nor Death, nor Angels, 
nor Principalities, nor Powers, nor Things 
preſent, nor Things to come, nor Height, nor 
Depth, nor any other Creature, ſball be able 
to . you from the Love of God, which 
i in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. Rom. viii, 
38. 39. 2 
"2, It is moſt evident from e for 
the Inſtruction of the Unconverted, that 
whilſt they forget and deſpiſe Gop, they 
remain, not only under the dreadful Do- 
minion of Sin, but under the groſſeſt In- 
fatuation of Folly, If you are one of that 
unhappy Number, you do not diſtinguiſh; 
hott is excellent and deſirable in the higheſt 
24 De- 
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Degree, from what is moſt to be deteſted 
and dreaded. You would yourſelf judge a 
Man worthy the Name and Treatment of a 
Fool, an Ideot, who did not prefer Safety 
to extreme Danger: Comfort and Aſſu- 
rance to unpardoned Guilt and Deſtruction. 
But yet in this Manner do you behave; 
oO thou careleſs and ungodly Sinner. You 

rceive not the Difference between having 
the Lord, the Lord God Almighty, for of 
againſt you. Of being intereſted in his 
Promiſes, or the devoted Obje& of his 
| Curſes; of having him ſtand round about 
you, watching over you for good with 
more than parental Fondneſs, and training 
you up for the everlaſting Enjoyment of 
Himſelf ; or beholding you with Indig- 
nation and with Jealouſy, Preparing bis 
Arrows, bending his Bow, and making it 
ready to deftroy you with a ſwift Deſtruction, 
as the Avenger of your Iniquity, yu 
ergy oy Almighty Enemy. 

' Raſh, preſumptuous Sinner, ſtop and con- 
ſider, this Day, this Hour, you have Gop 
for your Adverſary. Such he will continue 
till in the Way of humble Faith, and heart- 
feltconſtantDependance, upon hisGrace and 

Holy Spirit, you turn unto him and become 
ww A 
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an Heir of the Promiſe. And can you 
be ſo without all feeling, as to have any 
Eaic or Peace, till you ſee yourſelf the Man 
to whom the Promiſes belong? When the 
Gop of Glory ſtoops ſo low, as to aſſure 
you, a Worm of the Earth, whoſe Righte- 
ouſneſs cannot reach to him; a Sinner de- 
ſerving Wrath even in your beſt Eſtate; 
to aſſure you, that if you will depend upon 
him, make your Prayer daily unto him, 
he will be your Shield and all-ſufficient 
Helper; can you be fo without all feeling 
of your own trueſt Intereſt and Happineſs, 
as to ſet this. invaluable Offer at nought ? 
And in the horrid Contempt of your 
Heart, to prefer a vain, fooliſh, wicked 
Life, and the Gratifications of ſome vile 
Affection, to all the loving Kindneſs, and 
infinite .Condeſcenſion, expreſſed towards 
you in the Promiſe of Gon ? O let theſe 
invite and win you to Obedience, though 
you harden your Heart againſt the Terrors 
of the Lord. When divine Love addreſſes 
you, with all its charming Meekneſs and 

Gentleneſs, propoſing immediately to take 
you under its ſhadowing Wings, to fill you 
with Confidence of Conqueſt over all that 
Aae to oppoſe your Entrance into Heaven? 

| When 
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When nothing on your Part is required, 
but Acknowledgement of your Helpleſſneſs, 
Guilt, and Danger, together with a Be- 
haviour correſponding with it, in order 
to bring you within the Kingdom of Gopꝰs 
dear Son, yea to make you a Son, an Heir 
of Gop? If till you will be a Rebel, or 
live as if you ſtood in no Need of Gop, 
his Son, and his Spirit; you renounce the 
Uſe of your Reaſon, | as well as oy the: 
Faith. 
And the more mercuſeable are you for 
remaining profane or negligent of Gov, 
| becauſe the Promiſe of his moſt tender 
Care, ever watchful Love, and preſent 
Protection, till you are received into Glory 
Everlaſting, is free to every one Who de- 
fires to be Partaker of it. Whatever your 
Manner of Life in Time paſt has been, 
this will not be pleaded againſt your fa- 
vourable Reception into the Houſhold of 
Faith and Family of Gop. Look now 
unto the Hills, to him that is gone up 
on High, and ſat down at the right Hand 
of the Throne of Gov. Now Dubs con- 
feſs how weak and helpleſs you are, in 
Guilt and Ignorance, in Slavery to vile 
Laſs and . Paſſions, and if you 
| in- 


indeed deſire the neceſſary Change from 
Death to Life ſhould paſs on you, look up. 
And whilſt you continue in this Act of Faith, 
your Cure as that of the wounded Ifrael- 
ites will begin, be carried on, and perfected. 
He grveth liberally, and upbraideth not. 
There is full Encouragement to ask, even; 
the Promiſe of Gop. Act according to its 
moſt comfortable Dire&ion, and then im- 
mediately, the Character of the Believer 
deſcribed in the Text becomes your own, 
Perſevere in your Dependance and all the 
comprehenſive Bleſſings promiſed in the 
Text, ſhall be yours. Nay ſuppoſing to this, 
Hour, Gop has been angry with you for 
your Wickedneſs, and juſt about to pluck 
thee out of thy Dwelling, and root thee 
out of the Land of the Living. Yet if 
you look now to his Throne as a repenting. 
Supplicant, if you implore his Mercy and 
Help in the Name and for the Sake of Jeſus, 
inſtead of a Curſe, you ſhall inherit his 
Favour, and be admitted to partake plen- 
tuouſly of every Gift, neceſſary to ſpiritual 
Life and Godlineſs. 
III. Learn from this Scripture, how 
groundleſs and blaſphemous the common. 
. againſt a Godly and e | 
Life, 
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Life is. Melancholy and uncomfortable, ; 
fay the World, it is to live in ſuch ſtrict ö 
Obedience to Gop's Word, it makes even 
young People ſo very thoughtful, we. 
cannot away with it. | 
_ . Melancholy and nocomfortable ſay you! 

What? to depend upon Gop from Day to 
Day, for Help, for Peace, for every Bleſ- 
ſing, and to find that ſuch Dependance i is 5 
' crowned with all Succeſs? Or is it me- 
lancholy and uncomfortable to have the 
Heart glowing with Warmth of Gratitude. 
to Gop, for ſuch exceeding great and pre- 
cious Promiſes ? To ſee theſe Promiſes as 
Walls of Salvation on every Side, againſt 
the Deſtroyer of Souls, the corrupted. 
World, and a Man's own evil Heart? 

I allow every real Chriſtian, whether 


young or old, muſt be very thoughtful. _ 


But is Thought a Burthen or grievous in 
any Degree ? to none but Fools and Sinners. 
It is the Subject on which the Mind em- 
ploys itfelf, which makes Thought de- 
lightful or otherwiſe. Sure then to be able 
to meditate. on the eternal Gop, as your 
Gop, and your Guide even unto Death; 
to dwell on the joyous Conſideration, that 
he is all to you, that you can want, and 
bound 
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bound even by his own moſt gracious Oath. 
and Promiſe, to bring every humble De- 
pendant upon his Arm, and his Grace to 
Heaven: Say, what Pleaſures can Diſ- 
ſipation, or Mirth afford equal to ſuch 
Thoughtfulneſs ? Thoughtfulneſs, which 
the more cloſe and abiding it is, the more 
ſatisfying it proves to the Soul. 80 that 
when you ſee the Excellent of the Earth, 
fond of Privacy and Retirement, af- 
ter the Buſineſs of their Employment is 
over; flying from Noiſe and Numbers; 
from fooliſh Amuſements, and faſhionable 
Paſtimes : When you obſerve their Seri- 
ouſneſs ſo great, that they ſcarce Smile a little, 
think not, (for that is the Fooliſhneſs of 
Folly) think not they want Chearfulneſs 
and Joy. No, they have much more of 
both, than thoſe who wear ever the broad 
Face of Mirth, and profeſs to with-hold 
their Hearts from no carnal Indulgence. 
A real Chriſtian is ſatisfied from what he 
has in Poſſeſſion, even Grace, Mercy, and 
Peace from Go, the Father, and from 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and from the infinite 
Riches he has in Reverſion. The Goſpel 
is propoſed to you under the Image of a' 
Feat of fat Things, of Wines, of Wines 
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well refined upon the Lees. Hearkin di- 
bgently unto me, ſaith God, and eat ye that 
which is gaod, and let your Soul delight felf 
in Fatnefſs. Iſaiah lv. 2. Such is the Ex- 
cellency of my Doctrines, the Multitude 
of rich Promiſes, the Greatneſs of the pre- 
ſent and future Felicity they lead to and 
inſure, that no beſtial Epicure finds ſuch 
Matter of rejoicing, when gratifying his 

pampered Appetite, at the Table of 
Luxury, as every Believer who is intitled 
to and perſuaded of the Reality of GoD's 
Promiſes. _ 

Laſtly, We are taught by this Scripture, - 
in what Method we may moſt ſucceſsfully 
encounter with our Enemies, and ſtand 
unmoved by all their Aſſaults. It is a Me- 
thod, which the World in Wiſdom never 
could attain. In Books and Writings which 
are the product of the Human Underſtand- 
ing, unenlightened by the Word and Grace _ 
of Gop, you will find yourſelves exhorted 
to reſolve, and in your own Strength to do 
ſuch and ſuch Duties, and practice ſuch and 
ſuch Virtues, or by the Repreſentation of 
the Advantages of virtuous Conduct in this 
Eife, and the ill Conſequences of Vice, 
= Eon * _—_— the 1 
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of the one; and for the Performance of the 

other. 

hut bleſſed be Gon, far more mighty are 
the Weapons of our -Chriſtian Warfare, 

even the Study of the PRoMIsEs of Gop, 

and the 4 theſe Promiſes, in humble 

Prayer to Gop, as the Word of Righteouſ- 


neſs, his own Word, wherein he has cauſed 
us to put our Truſt. 


The Promiſes of Gop ate the very 
Life and Support of all practical ſerip- 
tural Religion. And for this Cauſe, when 
St. Paul exhorts to that high Degree 
of Sanctification, even r the cleanſing our: 
ſelves from all Filthineſs of Fle 905 and Spirit, 
and to the perfeting Holineſs in the Fear of 
| God. 2 Cor. vii. 1. He lays the Promiſes 
of Gob, as the Foundation on which alone 
ſuch a ſpiritual Practice, and Chriſtian Con- 
verſation, could poſſibly be built. gere- 
fore come out from among them, and be ye 
ſeparate, ſaith the Lord, and touch not the 
unclean Thing, and I will receive you, and 
will be 4 Fatber unto 2. you, and ye ſhall be my 
Sons and Daughters, ſaith the Lord Almighty. 
This Promiſe of fatherly Love and Pro- 
tection, including the Gift of all Things 
needful or profitable for the Soul; is an 
Encouragement every Way equal to the 

T moſt 
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moſt - difficult Undertakings: And by en- 
gaging the Power of Gop, to aſſiſt and 
ſucceed your own natural Weakneſs, it 
gives the moſt animating Aſſurance, that 
vou ſhall be enabled to do and ſuffer every 
Thing required of you. And in order that 
your Faith and Hope, might be in Gop, 
without wavering; it is not poſſible for 
you to be placed in any Circumſtances of 
Piſtreſs, either of Body or of Mind, in 
which you will not find if you underſtand 
the Scriptures, Promiſes adapted to your 
particular Caſe, and made as it were on 
Purpoſe for you. Thus if Guilt of Con- 
Kience diſturbs and affrights you, ſo that 
you defire nothing ſo much as Reconciliation 
with Gop. What can give you Quietnefs 
and Aſſurance, if this Promiſe doth not. 
Ter the Wicked forſake his Way, and the 
unrigbteous Man his Thoughts," and let bim 
return unto the Lord, and he will have Mercy. 
pon him, and to our God, for be will abun- 
dantly purdin. Taiah lv. 7. If you ſay, 
I would return, but my Wickedneſs is fo 
enormous; it is attended with ſuch in- 
Aiming Circumſtances, that Ican have no 
Hope. Behold! how Gow, in tender 
ONE taken PO Ts 
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- Addrefling himſelf to you, as one fully 
- acquainted: with the Workings of your 
afflicted and wounded Spirit. Come now, 
aud let us reaſon together, faith the Lord, 
though your Sins be as Scarlet, they ſhall be as 
' White as Snow, though they be red like Crim- 
Jon, they ſball be as Wael, Tf ye be willing 
and _— Je m eat the Good of the 
Land. L 
Do grievous Back- Aidings after your 
| Lawless of the Way of Salvation, terrify 
you, ſo that you almoſt give up all Hope 
of F orgiveneſs, can any Thing revive and 
give you ſuch ſtrong Conſolation, as this 
Promiſe? ¶ any Man fin, we have an Ad- 
- wocate with the' Father Feſus Chriſt the 
Rig btecus, and be is the ee fe our 
nr John ii. 1, 2. 
Or are you troubled P a e of 

: oe fad: Declenſions? It is written for 
your Sake, They that wait upon the Lord, 
ſhall renew their Strength," they ſhall mount 
wp with Wings as. Bagles. Ifaiah xl. 
If a Senſe of your own Inability and 3 
Impotence oppreſſes you, you are abun- 
dantly encouraged by this Promiſe. He 
giveth Power to the Faint, and ta them that 
Have no Might, be engreaſeth Strength. Iſaiah 
XI. * Or if you fear your Adverſaries, 
A. 4 2 T 2 leaſt 
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leaſt you ſhould fall, and periſn in tliefr 
Hands. What could be ſaid more effectual 
to diſpel all Heavineſs and Dejection: 
Whilſt you are humble and dependant 
upon Gop, and his Grace; what could 
be ſald more than that Gop will preſerve 
your Soul, from this Tune forth, even for 
evermore. 5 e EA 50 i>.1 $i 
But in order to receive Lene. and 
Advantage from theſe Promiſes, you muſt 
place your Dependance upon them; you 
muſt make mention of them continually in 
Prayer, as the Graund of your Hope, and 
all your Encouragement. When you feel 
Want of Peace or Light, of Faith or Love, 
you muſt acquaint yourſelf with the Pro- 
miſes of Gop, by which he has engaged 
to give you a ſuitable Supply. By this Means 
Prayer will be an Exerciſe. delightfuP to 
| your on Soul, and acceptable before Gop, 
er you will aſe in Faith nothing" doubting. 
You + will be able to believe, you” have the” 
Things -you af for, as the Lord requires: you 
to do, and you ſhall have them. In every 
Hour of Temptation, and in the Midſt of 
the Battle, this Confidence will fave yo 
from Fli ght, and from Fear. The Lord by 


bis Promiſe, is on my Side, be will not” Ea, 0 
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Perſonal Obedliciite and 15 88 
e e not to be e 


l MATTHEW xix. 6. 


What therefore God bath ined together, | tet 
not Man put aſunder. 


o one * be told | 5 with 
what View theſe Words were at 
firſt ſpoken. That they were deſigned to 
re-eſtabliſh the honourable State of Mar- 
riage, on its original Plan, and to prevent 
much domeſtick Confuſion and Miſery, 
which muſt follow from a licentious Uſe 
of Divorce, ſuch as Luſt or 9 umour, 
would prompt to. 

But I ſhall beg Leave to os uſe of this 
Injunction in another Light, and to diſ- 
n courſe 
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courſe upon it, as a moſt ſolemn. Admo- 
nition to beware of ſeparating Things far 
More eſſentially united then the married 
Pair, and which cannot be put aſunder 
without Deſtruction to the immortal Soul. 
I mean Perſonal Obedience, from Juſti- 
fication and Salvation by the - imputed 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. Or in an oppoſite 
but equally dangerous Error, putting afun- 
der the imputed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
for the moſt dutiful See to his 
Commandments. 

And in order to make this Diſcourſe, 
through the divine Bleſſing more uſeful, 
— thatl treat my Subject in the following 
Manner. 


I. Prove whence it comes, that Man is 
ſo dreadfully apt to put theſe Things, 
which God hath joined together, aſunder, 


u. The miſcheivous and ee 
va. of ſo doing. 


III. Point out the Means Suff to 
nd Men from falling into an Error, fo 
yy that very few elcape i it. 


1. The firſt Reaſon why Man i is ſo dreads 
fully apt to put theſe Things aſunder, 
which 
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which Gop hath joined together, may be 
the Narrowneſs of his Mind, which without 
Care and Circumſpection, is eaſily fo much 
engroſſed by any one Object, to which it 
attends, as to loſe Sight of others. It is 
the Property of Man, when he has once 
adopted an Opinion from the Perſuaſion of 
its Truth, immediately to lay an unwar- 
rantable Streſs on it; and to magnify its 
Importance, with infinite Jealouſy againſt 
every Thing which but ſeems to oppoſe it. 
This unhappy Conſtitution of the fallen 
Soul, continually diſcovers itſelf, in Points 
reſpecting common Life, as well as in 
Points of much greater Moment. It in- 


155 much of the Bitterneſs of party Spi- 
and is the Parent of all that deteſtable 


Bi Wert with which Religious Sects have 
moſt devoutly hated and perſecutes each | 
other. 7 

Again, A clear Haan of ſome 
dangerous Error, which alarms the Mind, 
makes it apt to ſuppoſe, that abſolute Safety 
dwells at the greateſt poſſible Diftance from 
it. In Conſequence of which a Man re- 
treats, and retreats without any Suſpicion) , 
till he is over-taken and enſnared by ſome 
Error, equally pernicious, though diame- 
; Is e 
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trically oppoſite. In this Way it is, that 
thoſe who deſire to excel in Gentleneſs 
and Good-nature, become oftentimes cri- 
_ © minally complaiſant; violate Duty, and 
diſhonour Gor, ſooner than diſoblige a 
Fellow- Creature. In this Way the Excel- 
lency of Courage is loſt in Fool-hardineſs 
and Preſumption, Prudence and Caution, 
degenerate into abject Selfiſhneſs, and the 
Wiſdom of Frugality, into eee 
which Gop abhorreth. 
It is no Wonder therefore, i the Lit- 
"Yeneſs and Weakneſs natural to the Mind 
| of fallen Man, ſhould produce the ſame 
Effect, when Religious Truth is its Object 
- and Parſuit, as it does in all other Cafes, 
Certainly it muſt be moſt viſible with Re- 
gard to the Extremes I am now cautioning 
- againſt, ſince beſides the Littleneſs and 
\ Weakneſs of the Human Mind, there is 
| in it ſo much of Pride and the Love of Sin, 
to tempt and excite Men - to put aſunder 
perſonal Obedience, and imputed 4 
6 quſheſs, 
Jo be the Architect of your own Hap- 
pineſs; under the ſtrongeſt Feelings of 
8 Self- preference, to recount your own Vir- 
tues; to calculate the Difference between 
a your- 
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- yourſelf and” others, and to fancy there is 


more to commend in you, for Duties 

formed, than to blame for Failures 2 
Offences; and to expect Heavennot altogether 
as a Gift, an Alms, but in Acknowledge- 
ment for Service and Duty. This Plan is ex- 
tremely ſoothing to Self- love. This Scheme 
of Religion highly gratifies, by keeping 

out of Sight the Poverty of Human Na- 
ture, the Purity and Extent of God's Law, 

and all thoſe ſelf-abaſing Truths, which 
_. Chriſt reveals, and which ſceking- Life © 
through him only, continually inculcates. 

On the other Hand, to extol without ' 

- ceaſing, the All- ſufficiency of the Obedi- | 

ence, Life, and Righteouſneſs of Chriſt; 
to ſuppoſe all Things pertaining to, and re- 
. quiſite for the Sinner's Salvation, were fo 
- wrought out and finiſhed by the Redeemer, 
that nothing is required from the Sinner, 
but to acknowledge the unſpeakable Be- 
nefit; and to honour it by imagining that 
- Repentance, Obedience, and Works of | 

Righteouſneſs, cannot make your State with 

Reſpea to GoD more ſafe, or the Wart s 
them, leſs ſo. 

This is a Way of Mae fevonrtble 

and indulgent in the lait Degree to Sin. 


A 
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A maſterly Invention to pacify the guilty 
Conſcience, whilſt it ſpares, ſhelters, en- 
courages the Luſts of the Fleſh. A Scheme 
made on Purpoſe for thoſe who. have been 
enlightèned; who have begun in the Spi- 
rit and run well; but longing after un- 
hallowed Eaſe, forbidden Gain, or carnal 
Pleaſare; as the Iſraelites did after the 
Onions, the Fiſh, and the Melons, in 
Egypt, have turned back to their own Way. 
Wherever therefore, either Pride reigns 
. the Heart, or the Love of Sin, Men will 
put aſunder perſonal Obedience, and the 
ö imputed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. 
And this fatal Diviſion the Devil will 
uſe all his Influence to procure and promote, 
For though all his Innocence and Glory are 
utterly loſt, he till retains his Knowledge. 
He knows you muſt become his Prey, if 
by any Means. you are prevailed over ta 
ſeparate what God hath joined together. 
Are you endeavouring therefore, to ob- 
tain Lafe, by your own Works, the Enemy 
of your Soul, will caſt the moſt beautiful 
Colours on your Conduct; be at much Pains 
himſelf to gild and emblazon every one f 
a een egen pe y 
Gin neee at 0.303; Jou 
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your Eyes, to produce in you ann 
ing Thoughts. ? 

He will do fo, that your Fradtice. of 
Virtue, and Zeal for Obedience, may be 
without any Knowledge of yourſelf, as a 
defiled, finful Creature, without any Hum- 


bleneſs of Mind: That you may be ever 
ignorant of Gop's Righteouſneſs, and by 
endeavouring to eftabliſh your own, may 
never ſubmit yourſelf to hong: Right teouſneſs 
of. Gop. . 

On the contrary, if you now. * FAY 
depend on Chriſt, as your Hope and Peace, 
your Surety and Righteouſneſs, immedi- 
ately the Deceiver changes his Method of 
Afault: He will join with you in beating 
down all Merit in Man, whiſper himſelf 
perverted Truth into your Ears, às he cited 
Scripture of Old. He will help you to vilify 
all the Righteouſneſſes of Men, as filthy 
Rags, and mightily endeavour to puſhyou on 
to that dreadful Error, of fancying Chriſt 
is moſt exalted, when perſonal Obedience 
is leaſt regarded : When no Streſs in any 
View-1s laid upon it. That by this Device 
you may become infatuated ar to build 
your Houſe, all your eternal Hopes, upon 
the ſandy Foundation, of a dead notional 

| Faith, 
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Faith, ſure at laſt to fall upon ou, and 
grind. vou to Powder. : q 
That you may be guarded therefore, in in 1 
this important Matter, againſt the Infir- 
mity of your Nature, or the Temptations 
of Satan, I proceed to lay before you, ro : 
1 miſchievous Effects of ſepa- 
rating perſonal Obedience, and imputed 
Righteouſheſs' from each other. | 
If you place your Dependance for Sal- 
vation upon the former, lightly eſteeming 
the latter, then the better you ſuppoſe you 
are, the more ſelf-ſufficient you will be. 
For whatever in your own eſtimate is of 
Virtue enough, to procure your Acceptance, ; 
with Gop, and entitle to eternal Hap- 
pineſs, will of Courſe appear in your Eyes 
an Acquifition to value yourſelf upon. ; 
The very fame unhappy Propenſity in the 
human Heart, which tempts the wiſe Man | 
to glory in his Wiſdom, the mighty Man 
in his Might, and the rich Man in his 
Riches, will far more ſtrongly prompt you 
whilſt depending on the Worthineſs of your 
perſonal Obedience, to glory in your own _ 
Righteouſneſs : Inaſmuch as every Degree f 
of moral Excellence ſurpaſſes the Worth 
of Riches, or intellectual Endowments, N 
And 
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And though you acknowledge your obe- 
dience is performed, through the Aids of 
Grace, this will not prevent you any more 
than it did the Phariſee, from truſting in 
yourſelf as righteous and deſpi ing others. 
And therefore though your good Qua- 
lities make you highly eſteemed amongſt 
Men, : God knoweth your Heart, and in 
utter Abhorrence of the Self-conceit which 
rules in it, hath declared, He that exalteth 
vim] If foall be abaſed. CoH 

* Further; by placing your Dependance 
on your own perſonal Obedience, and lightly 
eſteeming imputed Righteouſneſs, you con- 
tradict and oppoſe the moſt ſolemn De- 
clarations of Gop, concerning. the Way of 
Salvation. Me bave turned, faith the Scrip- 
ture, every one to his own Way, and the Lord 
bath laid on hin the Iniquity of us all. He 
(7. e. Chriſt) was made Sin for us, 2 new 
10 Sin, that we ' might be made the Rigbte- 
ouſneſs of. God in Him. That we might be ac- 
cepted i in the beloved, And to prove the ab- 
ſolute Neceſlity of receiving Salvation in and 
through Jeſus Chriſt; asthe Purchaſe of his | 
Blood, and the free Gift of his Grace, I 
have ſworn, ſaith he, by myſelf the Mord is 
gone out of my Mouth” in Righteouſneſs, unto 


me 
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me every Knee ſhall . IO 
Ss If. Xlv. 26. 

To ſuppoſe therefhrd-you can 1 
me be accepted and ſaved, in Con- 
ſideration of your on perſonal Obedi- 
ence, ee e - Righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt, is to be found fight- 
ing againſt theſe Truths of Gos; and 
affirming what he abſolutely denies, that 
any Man living can be juſtified, alen be 
enters into Judgment with bim. The Con- 
ſequence of ſuch a Denial of the Truth, in 
the End, is eternal Death; for ſo many ar 
are of the Works of the Law, are under the 
Curſe; So many as expect Pardon, and 
Juſtification, by and on Account of what 
they can do in Conformity to the Law, ſo 
far from being bleſſed in their Endeavours, 
are bound over to ſuffer: thif dreadful Pe- 
nalty. And that no Mam is juſtified by \the 
Law, in the Sight of God, it it evident, for 
Pe 4k APR N Gal. i. 10. 


5 7 9 you ie, that Fey it gives 
little or no Offence to your Fellow-Crea- 
tures, to flight, and diſparage the Righte+ 
ouſneſs of our God and Saviour, and to de- 


pend entirely upon your own Arm to ſecure 
you: Though in general, it may be deemed 


uf 
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fufficient, that you are ſober, juſt, and out- 
wardly religious, yet in Fact, your are go- 
verned by a proud Spirit; you maintain 
a Scheme of Religion which utterly con- 
tradicts the Revelation of Gop's Will in 
his Word ; and you ſtand expreſsly excluded 
from Pardon and Juſtication, becauſe you 
put aſunder what God hath joined toge- 
ther; perſonal-Obedience from the W 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. 

On che other Hand, ſtill more Ureadful 
are the Effects of placing your Dependance 
for Salvation on the imputed Righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt, to — or Diſparagement 
of perſonal Obedience. No ſooner can you 
be entangled in this moſt horrible Error, 
than you will entertain ſlight Thoughts of 
Sin, defiling, accurfed, damnable, as it is. 
You will be careleſs and negligent. You 
will account it a Part of legal Bondage, in- 
ſtead of your bounden Duty, to read the 
Scriptures; to watch, to pray, to examine 
yourſelf; and by a conſtant Mortification 
of your evil Deſires, to ſtudy to ſhew how 
deeply ſenſible: you remain of what Chriſt - 
has'done to waſh you from your Sins, and 
what awful Thoughts you have of his Au- 
Gority and Government, over you. All 
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your Religion will be a Renunciation of 
Self-righteouſneſs: A moſt bold, inſolent 
Reliance on the Son of Gop, without Re- 
pentance, without Love, as if he was a 
Friend of Sinners, though they continued 
in the Practice of Iniquity; or would ſee 
nothing worthy of Death or Hell, in thoſe 
who claimed him as their Righteouſneſs 


and Surety, though they ſhould do eu 
what they luſted. p 


From . ſuch | diabolical Opinions, the 
Growth, of every evil Temper, and the 
Return of old Sins in all their Strength, 


Will of Courſe follow. : For as the Uſe 


of the, Means of Grace, and a con- 
ſtant. lively. Senſe: of the Evil, and Danger 
of Sin, are the appointed Bulwarks againſt 
aſſaulting Temptations, no ſooner. ate theſo 
laid low, or neglected to bey kept i in con» 
ſtant, repair, than every Enemy wall enter. 
And when 1 inſtead of being covered with 
honeſt Shame, and filled with, Godly, Sor- 


ISS 


row, for being ov 8 and Vielding 


are judged. needleſs: 55 and. | Pride, 
and every vile Affection, will gain more 
and more Ground. Till at length, 


8 Chriſt the Bruiſer of the Serpent 8 Head, 


Chriſt the holy One of God, raiſed 
from 
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from the Grave that he might bleſs evety 
one of us, by turning us from our Inj- 
quities, will be made no other Uſe of, 
than to reconcile Sin and Salvation; then 
to ſay as Satan did in Paradiſe to trangreſ- 
ſing Eve; Thou ſhalt not die, though thou 
rebel againſt God; though found an evil Doer 
wnto the laſt, Sin ſhall not be thy DeſtruSion. 
And Satan having thus prevailed, will fay, 

Ah! 4h! there, there, ſo would ] have it: 
Again. Such a wild Conſtruction of the 
Redeemer's Merits, atid the Efficacy of his 
glorious Righteouſneſs, offers to him the 
greateſt Injury; and does him in the Eyes 
of the World, infinite Diſhonour. It offers 
the greateſt Injury to him, becauſe ſuch a 
monſtrous Perverſion of his Atonement, is 
a Denial of many of his own moſt ſolemn 
Declarations. It treats him with utter ConZ 
tempt, as not worthy of Credit and Reggrd 
in the Whole of his Teaehings, but only in 
fome Particulars: It gives him the Lie, 
becauſe he declares of himſelf; that he 
came not to deſtroy the Law. And in Con- 
firmation of this; after fully vindicating the 
ſpiritualSignification of the Law, and the Ex- 
tent of its Obligations, from all the Corrupti- 
ons of Men in the longeſt Diſcourſe, he hath 
U left 
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leſt us. After this, heconcludes, with aſſuring 
us that he, and he only, is wiſe unto Sal- 
vation, who heareth theſe kin of 4 and 
Dorn them, _. 
Jou injure him therefore. in the higheſt 
Degree, by ſuch a Reliance on him as the 
Lord your Righteouſneſs, as juſtifies you to 
to your own Mind, in the leaſt Neglect, or 
in flight Thoughts of Perſanal ene 
and Holineſs. 
By the ſame Perverſion of Og pred 
Truth, you bring Scandal upon the Re- 
deemer in the Eyes of the World, as far as 
lies in your Power. They will judge of 
the Tree by its Fruits; and of the Excel- 
lency of your Principles and Doctrines, by 
their Influence on your Heart and Life. 
By neceſſary Conſequence, when they ob- 
ſerve you are barren and unfruitful in the 
Knowledge: of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, though very loud and vehement 
in magnifying the Glory, and All · ſufficiency 
of his Obedience and Sacrifice. When they 
obſerve you are proud, worldly-minded, -+ 
of a bad, immoral Spirit, the Blame and Re- 
proach: will not reſt upon you, as it ought, 
It will. reach through you, to the Principles 
n 3 and by Jobs of your perni- 
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eibus Ways, the Way of Truth itſelf will be 
evil ſpoken of, and cal out with revilmg. 

I tell a Man, that the Doctrine of im- 

puted Righteouſneſs, eminently ſecures to 

Gop, the higheſt Veneration of his Law 

impreſſes the Mind with the ſtrongeſt Ab- 

horrence of gin, and furniſhes it with the 
nobleſt Motives for higheſt Gratitude and 

Love. The very contrary of all this, he 

will believe is the direct and natural Ten- 

dency of this peculiar Doctrine of the 
 Gofpel, when his own Obſervation fur- 
niſhes him with numerous Examples, of 
impious Dependance upon the Righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt; when he has been Witneſs 
to much, very much of open Contempt of 

Gop's Law and Love of Sin, amongſt thoſe 

who exalt the Importance and Neceſſity of 

depending on Chriſt alone. And though the 

only juſt Inference, from obſerving fuch a 

horrid Separation of the moſt exact Obedi- 

ence from Salvation by Grace, is, that the very 
beſt Things are ſubject to the worſt Abuſes; 
yet ſo long as Example weighs more with 

Men then Profeſſion, the World will not diſ- 

tinguiſh, but ſuppoſe themſelves juſtified in 

flying from the hateful Truth, which by theſe 

N. e conſtrued to be actuallyan Encou- 
| U2 rage- 
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ragement to Sin, Now, though all whs | 
deſpiſe and reject the Righteouſneſs. of 
Chriſt, as the ſole meritorious Cauſe of the 
Sinner's Acceptance, we are told ſhall pe- - 
riſn; yet the Offence and Scandal given 
them againſt it, by turning this Grace 
into Laſciviouſneſs, will be "ified upon 
their Heads, who gave it. 

| Farther, By placing your ORD 
for Salvation on the Righteouſneſs of | 
Chriſt, to the Neglect and Piſparagemen: 
of perſonal Ohedience, you deny the Ope ; 
rations of the Holy Ghoſt. This bleſſed 
and divine Spirit, is given, we are ex- 
preſſy told, 70 mortify the Deeds of the Bach; 
to bring forth his proper Fruit, of all 
Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs in thoſe who abide 
under hir Influence. And Sanctification by 
the Spirit of Gop, is inſiſted on and ex- 
preſſed in Gop's Word continually, no leſs 
than Belief of the Truth : Inſomuch, that 
it is ſaid, if any Man hath not the Spirit of 
Chrift be is none of his. And that ſo many 
as are. led (aywvray, actuated) by the Spirit of 
| God, they are the Sons of God. But theſe | 
Seriptures you totally ſet aſide, and ſay, 
there is no Need of any Holy Ghoſt, if 
N Obedience and Sanctification can 


poſ- I 
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poſſibly be diſpenſed with; becauſe the 
Neceſſity of his ſupernatural Influence on 
the Mind, is founded on the abſolute Ne- 
ceſſity of being converted from the Practice 
and Love of Sin to the Love of Gop and 
the Practice of Holineſs. © No ſooner there 
fore, can the one be judged needleſs, then 
the other of Courſe becomes ſuperfluous ; 
and if Man unchanged; and unrenewed in 
the Spirit of his Mind, may ſee the Salva- 
tion To God, the Influences of the Holy 
Ghoſt,” neither deſerve to be implored, nor 
believed to be real. And how little ſhort 
of Blaſphemy againſt the Holy Gheff thoſe 
Principles are to be eſteemed, which render 
his ſanctifying Operations unneceſſary, thoſe 
would do well to. determine, WhO adopt 
them. rn £ 
Y The End of 15 dreadful an Her and 
Deluſion, which injures the Son of Gon, 
and brings infinite Diſcredit upon his Gof- 
pe}, which encourages Security in Sin, and 
ſets aſide the Operations of the Holy Ghoſt, 
is Deſtruction. Sin unrepented of and unſub- 
dued, brings forth Death, eternal Death; 
and to. ſuppoſe a batren Aﬀent of the Mind, 
to one Scheme of Religon, or Set of Doc 
trines, will prove any Security againſt this, 
Po PA Sons th 4 v 3 more 


294 8 E R MO N XI. 


more chan to another, is to ſuppoſe, Oo 
looketh' not to the Heart, but to the No- 
tions of the Mind; and that ſo long as Men 
vourable to them on that Account, though 
they hold them in Unrighteouſneſs. But 
this is utterly unworthy of his Perfections, 
and mee with his own repeated 
Declarations. Unworthy af his Perfections, 
becauſe theſe make Sin and Diſobedience 
the Object of his Abhorrence. They ex- 
cite in him an Antipathy to Sin, ſo that he 
cannot dwell with: it. He can hold no 
friendly Intercourſe with thoſe, whoſe Hearts 
are not ſet againſt it. Nay, by his very Ap- 
pointment of ſuch a Method of taking 
away Sin, by the bloody Sacrifice of his 
own Son once on the Croſs, and by the 
per petual Repreſentation of his Death 

in Heaven. By this Method, Gep hath 
moſt plainly demonſtrated, that he is of 
purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity. He 
— firſt therefore be diveſted of that glo- 
rious Holineſs, which exalts him above all 
his Creatures, before any one that loves 
Sin; "allows himſelf i in any evil Way, or is 
indifferent whether his Corruptions are 
Ld in. him or NO, can have Com- 


munion 
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raunion- with him. Much eaſier is it to 
in Intimacy with 2 branded Knave - -A 
bounteous loving Chriſtian, in Concord with 
an oppreſſing Miſer, than that the Perfec- 
tions of God ſhould ever admit the leaſt 
Union with a Soul, that does not abhor 
that which is Evil. | 
Neither is it any Warrant to ſuppoſe, 7 
cauſe: God juſtifies the Sinner and the Ungodly, 
therefore his Antipathy is the leſs againſt 
Sin. For who is the Sinner, and who is 


_ ungodly Perſon,” whom he juſtifies ?. 


What ? one that ſtil} drinks Iniquity like 
Water. What? one that careth not for 
Gon. No, by no Means. He never did, 
he never can juſtify a Perſon of this Cha- 
ruacter. For Hatred of ſuch a Character is 
eſſential to his conſummate Perfection. The 
Sinner, the Ungodly whom he juſtifies, is 
one that has begun to mourn for Sin, to 
be burdened with it, to be painfully con- 
ſcious of its defiling accurſed Nature, and 
heartily deſirous of Pardon and Power to 
go and ſin no more. Not for Works of 
Righteouſneſs, I allow, but freely through 
the Redemption that is in Jeſus, is ſuch 
a one acquitted from the Curſe of the 
bin | U 8 Law 
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Law.'. But obſerve, there is firſt a ſin hat · 
ing Conſtitution of Soul, if I may uſe the 
Expreſſion, created in him, the Effect of 
vrhich is uniform increaſing Holineſs. And 
whenever this is wanting, you are not the 
Sinner, that Gop will juſtify, but the Sin- 
ner, whom he condemnusk . 
But as we may oſten err, in a g 
Inferences from the Perfections of Gop, 
from our on abſtract Reaſoning upon 
them. As our on Reaſonings can never 
be fo weighty and peremptory as the Aſ- 
ſrrtions of Gop- from theſe alſo, it is 
moſt evident, that where Perſonal Obe 
dience is neglected to the laſt, there can 
be no Salvation. To cite all che Aſſer- 
tions which are clear and poſitive: to this 
Point would * Ae "IT rn of 
them ſuffice, - ile 90; Jan Lalor 
Ihe firſt is 45 ee one, where. 
the: Redeemer, cuts off all vain Depen- 
dance upon bisRightcapſncſs, without Con- 
„formity to his Example and Commands, 
by declaring, Not every one tbat ſeirh 
unt me, Lord! Lord ! ſball enten into the 
Kinga e Heaven, but he that doth the 
Mill of my Father uibicb is in Heaven. Mat. 
vi. 21. The ſame unchangeable: Truth 
2232 aq f 5 is 


xcathimed) by him wa double Aﬀeve- 
ration, John iii. 3. Verihy, verily, T-ſay un- 
vo ther; except 4 Mon be born again, be can- 
not ſes tbe Kingdom of God. And in chat 
well known Paſſage, Heb. xii. 16. it is de- 
clared, without . n een n . | 
rhe Lord. 8 1 
I am now ſpeaking not to them that 
believe not the Scriptures, but to them 
Who do believe them. And I may venture 
to affirm, there cannot be ſtronger Proofs 
brought to 'enforce the Neceſſity of Faith 
in Chriſt, -then theſe are to enforce the 
abſolute Neceſſity of perſonal Obedience. 
And if the Infidel and Self-righteous Mo- 
raliſt, however confident, ſtand excluded 
the Favour of Gop, and the Happineſs of 
Heaven, becauſe it is written, He that be- , 
lieveth not the Son, ſhall not fee Life: E- : 
vety Worker of Iniguity, every wilful Of- 
fender, who has a Name in the Church 
of Chriſt, ſtands as much excluded by the 
Seriptures above-mentioned, It remains 
therefore, that if you love your . own. 
Salvation, you | muſt, above all Things 
| avoid each of theſe Rocks, ſo fatal to Souls 
in this rr wet Gulf, we are 1 
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— cite gerd Def, 
I proceed, Nn 50 0. N er Wig 0 mdr 
III. To point out — thoſe Means 
which are _—_— ny r Jour RG 
A1. B0 diligent in — your: Bible: 
* de err not knowing the Scriptures. is 


applicable to all, who are under the Power 
of Deluſion, and embrace a Lie for the 
Truth. But if through. much Indifference; 

to the Welfare of your Soul, or any bi- 


d. Attachment to your own, Way 
ng you do not carefully compare: 


the Doctrine you receive with the Scrip- { 
ture, it is a, juſt Thing in Gop, to let 
you wander out of the Way. And fince, 
you. can be content to hold any Opinion. 
without the clear and full "actin of his 
Word, to leave you to the miſerable; and 
unavojdable Effects of fuch. a Choice. EE 
F. rom Ignorance of, Scriptures, each of. 
theſe Errors ſpring, and cannot conſiſt with, 
the, "Knowledge, of it. 1 Or. if vou are 
now amongſt tl che many, who conſider! the 
Son 5 77 Gop in no other View than that of 
a oft perfect Teacher « of Morals, and aLaw-. 
giver, to whom Obedience is due. If in 
Conſequence of ſuch Principles, you lay the, 
whole Streſs of Man's Salvation upon the 
Performance of certain Duties: Think and 


ſpeak 
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ſpeak. as if there was Remiſſion of Sins 
without ſheding of Blood, and Man'coutd/ 
be ſaved by his own Works of Righteauf- 
neſs. This dangerous Error, will be de- 
tectod and renounced by you, when y 
underſtand the Oracles of Gop. Imme- 
diately you will hear them calling upon you 
to adore the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as more 
than an unerring Prophet, revealing the 
Will of the Father, more than a 
reigning in Righteouſneſs over his Church. 
You will underſtand how infinitely be- 
holden to him, you are, for more than In- 
ſtruction and Knowledge. That he is the. 
Lamb of 'Gop that taketh away your Sin, 
that he is your Paſſover ſacrificed for you. 
whoſe Blood ſtill ſpeaketh better Things 
than the Blood of Abel, and ſaith in your. - 
Behalf to the Enemy and Aven ger, Touch 
not my redeemed One, and do that Soul, the 
Purchaſe of my own Blood, no harm. You 
will find that he was ſent into the World 
to be A Propitiation for Sin, and that the 
Lord did lay on him the Iniquity of us all, 

Such Declarations without any Com- 
megt of Men's deviſing, will make you. 
perceive, how dangerouſly you erred, whilſt 
by .depending on your perſonal Obedience, 
you hghtly eſteemed the Rock of our Sal- 

vation. 
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vation. They will convince. you, that the 
whole Scheme of your Religion, your 
Way of Approach to Gop, and Ml your 
Expectations of Happineſs were built on A 
Foundation,” unſcri ptural, falſe, and of 
| Courſe leading to Deſtruction. 1 

I on the other Hand, you are moſt un- 
happily involved i in the 'oppoite Deluſion? 4 
If you are exalting a a falſe, imaginary Chriſt 
laying no Streſs on the Practice of 10 0 
Duties; if through a well-meant, but blind 
Zeal to give all the Glory, (where i in the 
hig heſt Degree it is certainly due) to him 
= hath fo LoveD us, as, gladly to make 
himſelf a, Curſe for us, that we. might be 
made. the Righteoufncſe of Ged i in Hin. By 
dilig ent Reading the Scriptures with a a pray⸗ 
ing Ming, Jou, will be ſaved. even from 
this Error. Vou will find, not Man, but 
that. Redeemer whom you ſay, vou, = 
light above all Things. to honour; you. TA 
find, that very Redeemer requiring Obedi- 
enge, as much as Faith. The one, as the 
fincere,. unſuſpeted. Proof that the other 
Is, real and alive. You. will find him 
{ending forth! his choſen Apoſtles, not only 
to. preach | that unto. us 4 Child is born, 
nto us. a. Son & roen, but to teach his 
ih . £ cops W 
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find him | ablctutel ering off al Pretcacdh 
to fancy you love or honour him, unleſs 
you abide in the moſt dutiful Subjection to 
his Authority, by ſaying, He that hath my 
Commandments, and keepeth them, be it Ly 
that loveth me. John xiv. 21. Ze are my ö 
Friends, if ye do, whatſtever I command you. 
John XV. 14. | | 

Farther, By ſtudying your Bible, | you 
will obſerve what an admirable Way, the 
bleſſed Gop hath taken to ſecure this ne- 
ceſſary Union, between Salvation through 
the imputed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and 
perſonal Obedience, which we are all fo 
bent to put aſunder. The very Scriptures 
which mention the one, include the other 
alſo. For Inſtance : It is written, 2. Cor. 
v. 14. 15. The Love of Chriſt conftraineth 
us, becauſe we thus Judge, that if one died for 
all, than were. all dead. 

But leaſt any ſhould imagine the Death 
of the Son of Gop, would fave him from 
Puniſhment; though lawleſs and diſobe- 
dient, it is immediately added, And that 
he died for all, that they which live, ſhould 
not wy ceforth live unto themſelves, but unto 

him, 
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| Bum, that tied for them and roſe agtin. Here 
ſee the utmoſt Devotedneſs of Heart, 

and the moſt abſolute ſurrender of yourſelf to 

the Will and Service of Chriſt, * the ber 

End propoſed by his Death. 

With the fame View Hocher Seripture 

| Bith, "Ye" are bought with u Price. There 

is the Truth and Reality of our Redemption 
indiſputably aſſerted. In the Words im- 
mediately following, the Neceſſity of the 
higheſt Degrees of perſonal Holineſs. 'There- 
fore glo God both "with your Bodies ani 
with your Spirits which are bir. The laſt 
Scripture IJ will refer you to, is written. 1 
Pet. ii. 24. Who his ownſelf, bare our Sins 
in his own Body on the Tree, that we being 
dead 'to Sin, ſbould live unto Righteouſneſs. © 

The other admirable Way which the 

_ blefſed Gop uſes in his Scripture to pre- 
ſerve you from putting aſunder perſonal 
Obedience and Dependance on the Saviour's 
Righteouſneſs, is by ſpeaking of each of 
them, in the higheſt Terms. In number- 
leſs Places of Scripture,” the Promiſe of 
eternal Life, is made to Faith only. He 
that believeth ſbull be ſaved.” He "OP 40 
r 3 2a 8 
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In theſe. Texts, there is not the leaſt 
mention of perſonal Obedience. To con- 
vince, you, I apprehend, that making your 
Supplication before the Son of Gon far 
Pardon and Life, is the only Way to ob- 
tain it; and to alarm you, if you never 
have done ſo, by bringing you under a ter- 
rible Sentence of Condemnation, And to 
humble you always, in your Opinion of 
yourſelf, . as a Sinner, who muſt be ſaved 
by. Grace through Faith, and not by your 
own. Works. And before this Set of Texts, 
you cannot examine your Heart, and be 
either in Peace, or Safety, if you have any 
Dependance but upon the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
For though you were abundant, in Watch- 
- ings, in Faſtings, in Prayers, and Alms ; 
ſtill all theſe together would not make up 
for Want of F aith, or en enn. 
. 
Ain Ia war £44 of Texts, a8 nu- 
merous as the former, perſonal Obe · 
dience is repreſented as the ſure Way to 
Gop's Holy Hill, and to his dwelling 
Place, without mentioning a Syllable af 
Chriſt, his Atonement, Grace, or Power. 
And the Want of ſuch Obedience is deem- 
ed a Mark and Evidence, that yau are. a 
164 Son 


Son of - Perdition; This is done with De- 
fign, to keep you from Sinning, that Gract | 
may abound. - That your Conſeience may 
be tormiented with a wholeſome Senfe of 
your Danger of the Wrath of GOD, how- 
ever you may in Words magnify m_ | 
whilſt you offend. and work Iniquity. = - 
Thus by acquainting yourſelf. — | 
with the Word of God, you will be ſuit- 

ably impreſſed with the Importance of 
Faith, and of Obedience. You will be en- 
dued with a right Judgment, to give all the 
Glory and Honour of the Sinner's Salvation 
to him; who obeyed the Law, and ſuffered 
on the Croſs for you; and yet ſtrongly 
maintain the abſolute Neceſſity of living 
in the conſtant Performance of every moral 
pen and in the . of un 
Tempe... | 

2. Take heed how you hear: Prove 
whatever is delivered from the Pulpit by 
the Word of Gop: Let it have no Weight 
with you, but juſt as far as you ſec it cor- 
with- Scripture; and 1s confirmed 
by it. Remember Gop has complained, 
thy Teachers have . tranſgreſſed againſt mes 
and cauſed my People to err. If you difs 
cover therefore, that you are led to place 
20 your 
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your Dependance for Salvation on your ownt | 
Virtues ; taught to conclude, you can per- 
form your Duty without Strengthcontinually | 

received from Chriſt, or that your Virtues 
can be accepted, without his Interceflion. 
If whilſt you are told much of the Necefs 
ſity of leading a good Life, your Redemp- 
tion by Jeſus Chriſt, and the Power of his 
Spirit; make up little or no Part of the Diſ- 
courſe: Vou are bound, as you reverence 
the Scripture, to reject the Doctrine, as 
tending to ſuperſede the —_ and — 
Chriſt of none Effect. 
Or if ſtill more dredfolly. 8 to' 
the Truth of Scripture, you are taught to 
fancy you are in Chriſt, if you do but re- 
nounce all Notions of Man's Merit and 
Power. And that Salvation was ſo wrought. 
out by him, that nothing is needful on your 
Part, but to believe you ſhall receive the 
Benefit. If you are led to eonceive, that % 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt is a Cloak for 
Sin, or for Sloth. In this Caſe, beware 
you are not all perſuaded to credit What is 
ſaid; for the Bible Religion is a practical, 
Holy Religion. r 
WY that a Sith ee Sc Tk 
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Happy for you, if you can be taught by 
thoſe who ſpeak as the Oracles of Gon. If 
you can hear thoſe, who'one'Time- exhort 
vou 70 Glory only in the Croſs of Chriſt. Who 
at another, lay this as the Foundation, to 
befeech you, that yon preſent your Bodies 
à living Sacrifice, holy acceptable unto God, 
ohich is your reaſonable Service. Happy 
for you, if you can hear thoſe able 
"Miniſters of the New Teſtament, u a- 
 Gundatttly prove that Chrift is made of God 
unto us,' Wiſdom and Righteouſneſs, and Sanc- 
 tfication and Redemption. 1 Cor. i. 30. And 
from thence, with all poſſible Advantage, 
urge you to forget the Things that are be- 
Bind, and to reach forth to the Things tbat 
are before, preſſing toward the Mark for the 
Prise of the Highuoeliing of God in Chriſt 
FJeſus. Phil. iii. 13, 14. Happy for you, 
1 you can hear thoſe, who cry, behold 
2 tlie Glory of Jeſus, the Glory, as of the 
3 only begotten of the Father, full of Grace 
and Truth, who preach. Chriſt as All, and 
in All, and from thence prove how eaſy it 
is for the very Gov! of Peace, to ſanctify 
vou wholly, and to ney 50 anne: 
in e Soul ang 1 00 ſd e 
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Buy hearing ſuch ſound Doctrine, which 
no one can gain- ſay, without condemning 
Prophets, Apoſtles, and the Son of Gop: 
Lou will be much confirmed and built up 
in your _— F nich. Provided you are 
e | 
3. To pray that you may be ſas 45 
* from putting aſunder perſonal Obe- 
dience, and imputed Righteouſneſs. You 
have been reminded in the Beginning of 
this Diſcourſe, of the ſtrong Propenſity 
there is in Man, to fin againſt Gop and 
his own Soul in this Reſpect. If you 
look back into the Hiſtory of the Church 
of Chriſt, you will ſee, that even whilſt 
Apoſtles were its Miniſters, and infallible 
Teachers watching over it, many were 
ꝛsvieſted and unreaſonable, having uo Faith. 
Many put away a good Conſcience, and 
then concerning Faith made Shipwreck. 
If you look round you at this Time, you 
ſee, the larger Diviſion of Mankind, con- 
fident in the: Sufficiency of their own 
Virtues and Duties, and void of Depen- 
dance on Chriſt for Wiſdom, Strength, 
and Righteouſneſs. Whilſt others are 
turning the Grace of our Gop into Laſei- 
85 X 2 viouſneſs, 
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viouſneſs, and foaming out their own. 
Shame, by making the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, the Encouragement of Preſump- 
tion. Now, to join with one or other 
of theſe Parties, the. Cortuptions of your 
own Heart ſtrongly lead. You need there- 
fore to pray, that GoD would give you 
Wiſdom, and an Underſtanding to know 
him that is true. That amidſt the Er- 
rors of the Proud, and Unconverted'; 
amidſt the wild Opinions of | thoſe! who 
are driven to and fro with every. Wind 
of Doctrine, the Spirit of Truth may be 
with you; may ame ſtabliſh, and 
ſettle o. iy, N. 
In the Uſe of theſs' Means, ths SEN 
of Gop will. be afforded you, and you 
will be kept in the ſtrait and narrow 
Path that only leadeth unto Life. No 
Part of the Word of Gop will condemn 
or diſtreſs your Soul. No Temptation 
will you be under, of: wreſting 06 
countenanee - your Prineiples, or - your 
Practice. When you hear, the Sermon 
on the Nite our Lord's laſt Diſceurſes 
to his Apoſtles, and all that enforces and 
"NF FO” Obedience, this will be 
Jour 


* 
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your. rejoieing even the Teſtimony of your: 
Conſcience, that with Simplicity and Godly 
Sincerity, not with fleſhly Wiſdom, but ac 
cording to the Will of God, you have. 
had your Converſation in the World, Or. 
when you read of a Generation that are 
pure in their own Eyes, and yet are not 
waſhed from their Filthineſs; of others 
that had a Zeal for Gop, and yet were 
in ſo dangerous a State, that the Apoſtle 
had great Heavineſs, and continual Sor- 
row of Heart on their Account, ever mak- 
ing Prayer that they might be ſaved. You 
can ſay, you have received the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, he is your Hope, and 
Peace, your Life, and Strength, and 
Righteouſneſs. | 

Thus will you walk on in the High- 
way of Holineſs, ſapported by continual 
Supplies, from the Son of Gop. And 
when your impriſoned Soul, let looſe 
by the friendly Hand of Death, ſhall 
wing its Way to the heavenly Jeruſalem, 
You will find yourſelf of one Mind, and 
of one N with the vaſt immortal 
Aſſembly; ; filled with a perfect Hatred to 
din, yet free from the Stain of every ſelf- 
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310 SERMON KI. 
exalting and ſelf-righteous Thought. Ad- 
vanced to angelic Excellence and Purity; 
yet giving Glory with a loud Voice, only 
to redeeming Love. Crying, Worthy: is 
the Lamb that was ſlain, ok he hath re- 
deemed us to God 40 his Blood. 
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Chriſtian Happineſs. 


2 Cok. Xill, 14. 


The Grace of the Lord Yeſus Chr! " and ae 
' Love of God, and the Communion of the 
Holy Ghyft be with you all. Amen. 1 


HERE is not, we may conclude, one 
Scripture in the whole Book of Gop, 

more important than this. Since every 
Congregation of Chriſtian People through- 
out the World, in all Ages, however di- 
vided in their Judgments about other 
Things, have univerſally agreed, nothing 
is ſo much to be deſired, as the Bleſſings 
contained in this ſhort, but comprehenſive 
Benediction. It is indeed full of the richeſt 
Comfort, and the moſt edifying Inſtruction · 
X 4 And 
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And as we would avoid the Charge, of 
coneluding the public Worſhip of God,; 
with the Sacrifice of Fools; of praying 
without Underſtanding, this above all Scrip- 
tures demands our moſt frequent Attention, 
and Enquiry into its full Import. | 
Jo aſſiſt you in this Lace. I hall, 


I. Explain the Meaning of each Clauſe 
in this Apoſtolical Benediction. * 


II. Prove from 4 what ancient ſcriptu- 
Fal cuba fo is. | 

III. The great Ecratiet, RA | Advantage e, 
of every one who is a real Chriſtian in this 
preſent Life, above all others; and draw 
forme eee from the Whole. | 


uh I am to Bhs the Meaning of * | 
Clauſe. in this Apoſtolical Benediction. 
Not that there is any real Obſcurity or 
Darkneſs in it, to thoſe who are Chriſtians 
altogether. Such happy Perſons want not 
to be told the Bleſſings they receive from 
each Perſon in the glorious Trinity. When 
J ſpeak therefore of explaining the Text, it 
by for their Uſe and Bene, who through. 


their. 
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their Ignorance of the Scripture, and 
Eſtrangement from Gon; fancy theſe Words 
favour of Enthuſiaſm. Or at leaſt know not, 
what Idea preciſely to fix to the Grace of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Love of Gob, 
and the Communion of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Let a preciſe, determinate Meaning, cer- 
tainly belongs to each Clauſe. Otherwiſe 
we muſt ſuppoſe that the Words which the 
Holy Ghoſt uſeth, are neither ſo proper 
nor expreſlive as thoſe which a wiſe Man 
would make Choice of to paint the Ideas of 
his Mind: A Suppoſition mis. confuted 
by being mentioned. 

The. Grace of our Lard Teſus Chr: it 
preciſely Means an Intereſt and Share in 
that ineſtimable Benefit, which he was 
manifeſt in the Fleſh to purchaſe. for his 
Church, 1. e. Pardon and Deliverance from 
the Curſe of Gop's Law, By one Man's 
* Diſobedience, many ſaith the Scripture, Were 
made Sinners. And on Account of our on 
actual Love to Sin, and Commiſſion of it in 
various Inſtances, there is Enmity through 
our wicked Works, between Gov. and us, 
am therefore we are called Children of 
Wrath. F 4 

In Conſequence of our. Tranſgreflion, 
the Purity and Juſtice of Gop ſeems for 


cver 
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ever to forbid his Reconciliation to us. For 
no two Contraries in Nature ſtand ſo eſ- 
ſentially remote as a ebe and -a fih- 
1 Bos. 4 

By what Means this can Pots has Gas | 
between them? Who ſhall be Mediator 
in this important Cauſe, in which the 
Honour of Gob, and the Happineſs of 
Men, ſeem fo incompatible? F Mun 
fon againſt another, the Fudge ſhall judge bim, 
but if a Man fin aganyſt Got, ot, ar ene | 
for him? © 

Such Power beledigutly only to the 805 
of Gop. He alone is worthy. He is there- 
fore called our Peace. Of him Go teſ- 
 kifies by the Mouth of the Prophet Iſaiah 
liii. 11. By his Knowledge ſhall my righteous | 
Servant juſtify many, for he ſhall bear their 
Iniguities. The ſame Declaration, worthy to 
be "reported by an Angel, is made to Daniel, 
Dan. ix. 24. Where the coming of the 
Mefliah, is ſaid to be for this great Pur- 
poſe, to make Reconciliation for Tniquity, 
The New Teſtament confirms the Decla- 
_ rations of the Old. It affirms conſtantly 
that we ' have Peace with God, through 
our. Lord Jeſus Chrift. Rom. v. 1. That 
* was in Chriſt e the 7 . er unte 


In- 
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himfelf,” not "imputing their 7 Pepaſſes unto 
them. 2 Cor. v. 19. | 

When we pray therefore, that the Gaal 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt may be with you, 
the preciſe Meaning is, that the dreadful 
Breach 'which Sin has opened between 
Gop and you, may be made up. That the 
Reconciliation which the Redeemer en- 
dured the Croſs to obtain for them that 
ſhould believe in his Name, may take. 
place in your Favour, ſo that all your 
Trankgreftions may be forgiven, and all, 
your Sin be covered. . 

This Mercy, is called the a a the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, becauſe nothing but his 
undeſerved free Love, led him at firſt to 
bear our Griefs, and carry our <a 
To, be wounded for our Tranſgreſions, and 
bruiſed for our Tniquity. No Degree of 
Worthineſs was there in us, no Manner of 
Qualification on our Part, but Miſery and 
Helpleſsneſs, which his tender Pity could 
not pals by. 

It is by the 5 Grace alſo in him, that 
any of us are made really Partakers of 
the Benefit purchaſed. by his Death and 

Sufferings. That upon a Penitential Ac- 
knpyledgement of Sin and Guilt, and 


Car- 
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earneſt Application by Prayer to the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, we are made e the 


Beloved. 


The Priviledge then 5 one "who i is 
Partaker of the Grace of the Lord Jeſus * 
Chriſt, enjoys above all that are not, is the 
greateſt it is poſſible to conceive. Far greater, 

than what a King poſſeſſos above the e Beg 


gar, that ſitteth on the Dunghill. 
Before a Man is made Partaker bf this 


Grace, he ſtands expoſed to the Curſe of 
the Law, for every wicked Word he « erer 
ſpoke, for every evil Thought that was ever 
conſented to, and harboured in his Mind, 
all is written and noted down in the Book 
of Gop. A certain fearful Suſpicion | of 
this Condemnation which hangeth over, 
him, he often feels in ſpite of himſelf. 
This makes him fly from Solitude, and be 
afraid of Self- examination; leaſt his guilty, 
Conſcience at fuch Seaſons ſhould tell him 
all, it hath Authority from the Word: of | 
Gon to accuſe him of. 4 

The real Chriſtian on the contrary, is 
pardoned and abſolved from all his Of- 
fences, being juſtified freely through the 
Redemption that is in Jeſus. No Charge 
of. 8 Tranſgrefſions, can an; * | 

2 a 
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him any more, then the Law of the Land 
againſt a Rebel, pardoned and reſtored by 
his King, to every Priviledge of an in- 
nocent Subject. The Knowledge of this 
unſpeakable Mercy, fills the Chriſtian's 
Mind with Peace towards 'Gop, and fur- 
niſhes him with never ceaſing Matter for 
bleſſing and praifing the Grace of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, through whom he has re- 
ceived the Atonement or Reconciliation, 
and is brought to poſſeſs the Love of Gov. 


This is the ſecond Blefling particularly 


implored-in this Apoſtolical Prayer. But are 
not all Men the Objects of Gop's Love? 
Is not his Mercy over all his Works ? 
Without Queſtion it is. He loves thoſe 
who are full of bitter Hatred againſt Him, 
his Word, and his Peo ple, or he would 

inſtantly blaſt them with the Breath of his 
hot Piſpleaſure- He loves them 'who are 
ſetting" at nought his ' Counſel, and def. 
piſing the Son of his Love, otherwiſe all 
of this horrid Character would be Monu- 
ments of his fiery Indignation; immedi- 

ately upon their committing ſuch Provo- 

cations in his Sight. But then it is only a 


Love of Pity, a Love of Forbearance, which 
e has toward them, as a Father loves 


his 


318 S E RMO N XII. 
his firſt- born Son, feels ſtrong Deſires after 
his Reformation, though at preſent he is the 
Diſgrace of his Name, the — of his 
Eyes; the continual Grief of his Heart. 
Other Kind of Love than this, Gon 
cannot have towards the Careleſs and the 
Unbelieving, for he is a holy and jealous 
Gop; their Ways and Doings are an Abo- 
mination to him, and a Trouble to bear. 
And if this Love is at length by Conti“ 
nuance in Sin outlived, then will ſuch 
Deſpiſers periſh for ever. Then the Furi- 
ouſneſs of Gop's Wrath will be poured 
out upon them, and he will avenge to the 
uttermoſt the Quarrel of his Covenant. 
It is not therefore this Kind of Love, 
which we pray for in the Form of Bene 
diction before us. It is the Love of Com- 
placency and Delight, which Jeſus him- 
ſelf made Supplication for, as the beſt 
Rleſſing his Church could receive, that tbe 
| Love, Rich be, whorewith thou bo -loved | 
me, may. be in them. John'xvii. 26, Such a 


Love as always keeps the Ears of the 


Almighty Father open to their Prayers, and 
bis Eyes running to and fro througbout the 
ahale Earth, Io ſhe. himſelf ſtrong in their 


:Behalf.. 2 Chron. xvi. 9. Such a Love 


: 
41 4 Ma- 
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manifeſted towards. them, as is not to the 


World, which creates in them the Spirit 


of Adoption, whereby the faithful in Chriſt 
Jeſus, can ery Abba Father, can ſay to the 
high and lofty One, that inhabiteth Eter- 


nity, thou art my Father, my Gop, and my 
ſtrong Salvation. Such Lope as enables the 


faithful to put their whole Truſt and Con- 
fidence in the Mercy of Gop, knowing he 
is pacified for all their Iniquity, reconciled 
in Chriſt Jeſus, and waiting to pour out his 


Benefits, as they are able to receive them. 


In this State of Affiance and Love to 
5 God, none are able to walk, but thoſe who 


are Partakers of the Grace of the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt. And therefore it is given as a 
peculiar Mark of their Character, that 
they have not received the Spirit of the World, 
vrhich keeps them at a Diſtance from Gon, 
in ſervile Dread of his Anger, and afraid 
to confide in his Promiſes. But the Spi- 
N 111 NY Love, and 7 We dof a word 
Both of theſe Bleſſings, Pardon: and th: 


dene Perſuaſion of the Soul, tbat it 


ſhares: in that peculiar Love which Gop 
bears to his obedient Children, are far 
above what Men can attain to, without 
A ry) | _ hea- 
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heavenly Aid. Men may read their Bible, 
and the exceeding great and precious Pro- 
miſes made therein to them that love Go, 
But ſtill will never be able without ſome 
ſupernatural Aid, to aſſure themſelves that 
Gov for Chriſt's Sake hath loved ther and | 
forgiven them their Treſpaſſes. 
To produce this Perfuaſion, iſh to 
the Comfort of the Soul, the Influence of 
the third Perſon in the glorious Trinity is 
abſolutely needful, for” we read that no Man 
can ſay that Teſus it rhe Lord, but by "the 
Holy Ghoſt. 1 Cor. Xii. 3. The Words are 
as eafily ſaid as any other, but not with 
Affiance and unſhaken Truſt. Not with 
perſonal Application, n, ſo as to obtain the 
Anfwer Of à good Conteienoe — = a 
Blood of ſprinkling. Nl & 
This can only be obritncd br e Mu | 
mitation and abiding Influence of the Holy 
Ghoſt. Who is ſent on Purpoſe o tate "of 
the Things that are  Chrift , and few them 
wnto us. i. e. to aſſure us of the Reality and 
glorious Effects of his Undertakings, in 
the Office of our Sürety and Mediat6r + 
To enable the Soul fo firmly to believe in 
the Atonement he has once made,” and the 
| Laterceſſion he continues to make for his 
| Church, 
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Church, as to rejoice and fay, furely in the. 
Lord have I Righteouſneſs and Strength. 

In like Manner, though a Man may be 
ſure he defires to love GoDp, yet ſuch is the 
_ Diſtance between himſelf a dying Creature, 
and the eternal Majeſty ; between himſelf a 
Tranſgreſſor, vile, and richly deſerving 
Puniſhment, and the Gop of Purity and 
Glory; that we ſee it is the rareſt Thing 
in the World, to find Men comfortably 
aſſured that the Love of Gop reſteth upon 
them. Though we fay, God is good and 
gracious, and of great Mercy, to them that 
call upon him faithfully. Though we fay, 
God is Love. Vet when theſe Profeſſions 
are put to the Trial, by a Seaſon of Ad- 

verſity, or extreme Danger, by tormenting 
Pain, or approaching Death ; then it ap- 
pears what little Root ſuch Profeſſions have 
in the Heart. Since very ſeldom do we find 
Men under ſuch Circumſtances in perfe& 
Peace, having their Minds ſtayed upon 
God, as their God, as reconciled to them 
and delighting in them for his Son's Sake. 
Rather Men are in Diſtreſs on Account of 
their abſolute Uncertainty, how the Heart 
of Gop. ſtands diſpoſed towards them. 
I . | e aki, 


* 
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And the Bitterneſs of all their Affliction is 
leaſt Gop ſhould be their Adverſar. 
- The Office. and Influence of the Holy 
Ghoſt, is in this important Matter, to help 
our Infirmities, The Love of Gad, it is writ- 
ten, Rom. v. 5. Is. ſbed abroad in out 
Hearts 'by the Holy Ghoft,, which is given 
unto us. The ſame Apoſtle deſcribing .the 
peaceful State of Mind, peculiar to real 
Chriſtians, and their Confidence in the 
Love of Gop towards them, ſaith, Te 
have not received the Spirit q; Bondage, again, 
t ſcar, but ye have received the Spirit of Adops 
tion, whereby we cry Abba Father... And 
that they might know by- whoſe Influence 
and Operations ſuch a deſireable Change 
was wrought” in the Diſpoſition. of their 
Minds towards Gop. The Apoſtle adds; 
The Spirit itſelf beareth 'Witneſs with aur 
Spirit, that we are the Children of God. 
_ Beſides, the Communion or F cllowthip 
of the Holy Ghoſt is neceſſary, not only 
to enable the Faithful in Chriſt Jeſus, to 
truſt in him as the Saviour of the World, 
and to perſuade them that the Holy Gop 
is favourable and gracious towards them: 
But to ſtrengthen Men mightily againſt 
inward Corruptions: Againſt the natural 
Inſtability and Treachery of he Human 
Heart ; 3 ' 
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Heart; againſt the violent Aſſy lts of the 
evil World; againſt the Sollt! tations and 
Power of the Devil. The abiding Influence 
of the Holy Ghoſt is neceſſary alſo to 
renew, to ſanctify, to form, and faſhion 
the fallen Soul again, after the Image of 
God in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs. 
Neceſlary to bring forth Goodneſs, Righte- 
ouſneſs, and Truth, the noble and divine 
Fruit, which its agency produces; neceſ- 
ſary to maintain and increaſe all excellent 
Tempers, which are comprehended in the 
Scripture: Word, Holineſs. For no leſs 

_heedful is this Holineſs, to make us meet 
to be Partakers of the Inheritance, of the 
Saints in Light, than the atoning Blood of 
Jeſus, and his Death, to redeem us from 
the - Curſe. of the Law. Thote Perſons, 
are branded of Old, as filthy Dreamers, 
who imagine that a mere Pardon without 
ſuitable Tempers, and Habits of Mind, 
will be ſufficient for the Salvation of a 
corrupted Creature. And it is equally de- 
monſtrable from Reaſon, from Seripture, 
from Experience, that without Holineſs, 
2 Holy God, Holy Angels, and a Holy. 

Heaven, cannot poſſibly be delighted i in or 
N As 1 might Men mix with. 
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the Beaſts of the Field, in pleaſurable So- 


cCiety, as thoſe who are not delivered from | 
the Love of Sin, join in the Sentiments, or 
in the Joys of the Spirits that are made 


perfect. For greater is the ſpecific Dif- 


ference, between a Soul that loaths Ini- 
quity, and one that delights in it, than 


between the Man and the Brute. 
But who can bring a clean Thing out of ar an 


unclean ? Who is able to change his Heart, 
which is deſperately wicked? No one: It 
requires the Almighty Power of the Spirit 


of Gor, the Communion of the Holy 


Ghoſt, who as our Catechiſm teaches, : 


ſanctifies all the Elect People of Gop. 
The Conſequence of being bleſſed with 


this Communion is daily to increaſe in 


Faith, Hope, and Love; to preſevere in 1 
ganctification, till by Death, what was be- 
gun on Earth is perfected in Heaven; and 
the Trees of Righteouſneſs of the Lord's 
planting here below, are to flouriſh | in 


the Courts of his Houſe above fer ever. 
Vou ſee therefore on what Account, the 


joint Influence and Bleſſing of the glorious 
Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt is 


' 


neceſſary. IP. Fenn the l Sin- 
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ner's Diſcharge, from the Condemnation of 
Gop's broken Law; to enable him to 
walk comfortably with Gop in Peace 
and Holineſs, that in the End he may in- 
herit eternal Glory. 

The Influence and Bleſſing therefore of 
each Perſon is diſtinctly implored, by every 


Congregation of Chriſtians, to remain with 


them always. 
From whence it is eaſy to underſtand * 
II. What ancient and ſcriptural Chriſti- 


| 4070 18. 


It is Communion with the Father, Son 
and Spirit, and through them with each 
other in Love. Was ſcriptural Chriſtianity, 
what the modern Adulterators of it repre- 
ſent: Was it no more than a pure Syſtem 
of Morals : Was every one that loved Juſ- 
tice, Sobriety and Mercy a Chriſtianz 
how much more rational, how much more 
agreeable to ſuch an Earth-born Syſtem 
would it have been, to conclude the folemn 
and public Worſhip of Gop, with a 
Form of Prayer, conceived in Tame” ſuch 
Terms as theſe : 

« The great and eternal Gon, your 
«« Maker, Preſerver and Judge, give you 
ec to live i in Peace, Honeſty and Sobriety, 

ö and 
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and Good-will together. To abhor Hy- 


5 pocriſy, and Evil- ſpeaking, henceforth 
e and for evermore; and r bring yu 
te to Glory.“ 

This Benediction, ſuch Perſons am al- 


low, would be eſteemed by themſelves mo- 


ral, practical, and perfectly ſuited to —_ 
ſon and common Senſe. +» 

But behold ! fo totally bn in 155 
Judgment was the inſpired Apoſtle of Gop, 
and ſq abſolutely conformable to him, have 
all the Churches of Chriſt in every Place 


been to this Day; that the Miniſter con- 


fludes with a Prayer made on Purpoſe, to 
leave the ſtrongeſt Impreſſions on every 
Mind, of Man's abſolute Want of the In- 
fluence of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 
Not that the Practice of moral Righte- 
ouſneſs might therefore be thought of little 


Importance, Gop forbid. No, but that 


the Practice of it might be eſtabliſned in 
its fulleſt Extent, and ſecured in its ut- 
moſt Purity. For wherever the Grace of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Love of God, 
and the Fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt 
dwell, there muſt be Obedience without 
Pattiality, and without Hypocriſy. If Men 


are made Partakers of this Communion, 


they muſt be filled with all the Fruits of 
Righte- | 
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Righteonſneſs, which are by | Jeſus | Chriſt 
to the Glory of Gop. This is moſt evi- 


dent: And upon this Suppoſition, it is, 


that whenever Perſons counterfeiting the 
Character of Chriſtians, and falſly pretend- 


ing to be under the Influence of ſuch bleſ- 
ſed Communion, do any baſe, diſhoneſt Ac- 


tion, or are found wanting in any Chriſtian 


Temper and Practice, they are imme- 
diately, and moſt juſtly too reproached with 
the Falſhood of their Profeſſions. Now this 
could not be the Caſe, unleſs it was the 


univerſal Senſe of Mankind, that where 
ſuch an Alliance is really eſtabliſhed; there 


nothing contrary to the Will of Gor, will 


appear in the Life and Practice. 
Again, From this ſummary Account of 


the very Life and Soul of ancient ſcriptural 


Chriſtianity, you may judge, how ignorant 
they are, who ſuppoſe the Influences of the 
Hol v GrosT, were confined to the firſt 
Diſciples of Chrift. His miraculous Ope- 


rations, it is allowed were ſo; but in them, 
there was nothing beneficial to the Soul. 
Our Lord himſelf has told us before it come 


to paſs, that many in the laſt Day ſhall be 
e with eternal Infamy, and e 


4 12 
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= to Hell; who in his Name caſt out Devils, 


9 


and did mighty Works, becauſe notwith- 


ſtanding, they were Workers of Iniquity. 
But the Influence which every living Mem- 
ber of Chriſt, receives from the Holy Ghoſt, 
is that and that only, which illuminates 


with the true Knowledge and Underſtand- 
ing of Gop's Word, gives Power to live in 
Obedience to it, Peace and Comfort i in 1 the 


Way of Holineſs. 


And if ſuch Influence __ the Holy. 
Ghoſt is not actually experienced. by every 


Chriſtian, as much now as in old Time; 


can any thing be conceived more ſhock- 
ing, than for the Miniſter conſtantly to 
conclude the Worſhip of God, who re- 
quireth Truth in the inward Parts, with 
aſking 2 Bleſſing, we at the ſame Time 
ſuppoſe, has been withdrawn from the 


Church, ſo many Ages, Withdrawn, if as 
ſome ſay, we are not to expect, now to be 
taught, and led, influenced and comforted 
by the Holy Ghoſt. For in this leading, 
| teaching, and comforting, and ſtrengthen- 


ing the Soul, all Fellowſhip with the Holy 
Ghoſt does conſiſt, What Mockery ! (if this 


was the Caſe) is the Church of England 
chargeable with in her Common Prayer, 


for imploring every Sabbath Day ten Times, 


the 
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the n and Influence. _ this [Holy 
"I * 
But bleſſed be Gor, "EY no ) Mooliery 

ww ſo doing. For the Promiſe (of the Holy 
Ghoſt) ib to you and your Children, and to 
all that are afar off, even as many as the 
l j Lord 


Our Liturgy is full of the peculiar Doctrines of 
Chriſt, and deeply ſenſible of Man's Weakneſs, is ever 
directing our Thoughts to that Help which cometh from 
Above, through'the Spirit: She therefore at the Begin- 
ning of the Service, teaches us to pray unto Gon. 
1. To grant us true Repentance and his Holy Spirit. 
2. Before the firſt Collect, | 
Take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
3. For the King. | 
Repleniſh him with the Gries of thy 7 Hat 
-» Spirit. _, 
4. For the Royal Family. 
Endue them with thy Holy Spirit. 
F. For the Clergy and People. | | 
Send down upon them, the healthful Spirit of thy 
Grace. 
6. In the Litany. * 6 
O God the Holy Ghoſt, have Mercy upon us. 
7. That we may bring forth the Fruits of the Spirit. 
8. Endue us with the Grace of thy Holy Spirit, to 
amend our Lives, according to thy Holy Word. 
9. Concluding Prayer in the firſt Service. | 


| The Fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt be with you 
all. No 


Communion Sabre * | 
x0. Cleanſe the Thoughts of our Hearts by the 1 
ſpiration of thy Holy Spirit. 
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Lord our God ſpall call. Acts ii. 39. For 
all that hear the Word of this Salvation, 
which Gop hath ſent unto us by his Son, 
are all choſen to be an Habitation of God 
#hrough the Spirit, and that their Bodies 
1. be Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, _ 

And to be bleſſed, by partaking of the 
— of our Lord Jefus Chriſt, the Love 
of Gop, and the Communion of the 
Holy Ghoſt, is of the very Eſſence of the 
Chriſtian Religion, This at once intirely 
diſtinguiſhes, and infinitely exalts it, above 
the Religion, which the Wiſdom of Man, 
hath deviſed. This Communion with each 
| Perſon in the glorious Trinity, is the be- 
ginning of all ſolid Peace, and the merciful - 
End for which the Goſpel was publiſhed, 
This brighteſt, beſt of all Bleſſings which can 
never ſurfeit, never cloy, is the preſent 
Portion made over by Promiſe, to every 
Believer in Chriſt Jeſus, and as ſuch, the 
Continuance of it is aſked for, in the con- 
cluding Prayer of all Chriſtian Aſſemblies, | 
Therefore it follows. 

III. That every real Chriſtian muſt now 
be more happy than the Eaſe, the Eſteem, 
the Riches and Pleaſures of the World can 
make others, I fay, muſt now in this Life 

| de 
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be much more happy. The World, hor- 
ribly blaſphemes the Honour of Gob, by 
ſuppoſing his Service full of ungrateful Re- 

ſtraints, and Denials, grievaus to ſubmit to. 
They will tell you, it is Time enough to 
think of Religion when you grow old; 
that it is an Employment of the Mind fit 
for the miſerable and diſappointed, . the in- 
firm and dying. But thoſe who entertain 
ſuch Thoughts as theſe, are ignorant as 
the Gentiles, which knew not Gop, by 
his infinite Condeſcenſion. They ſee Re- 
ligion in no other View, than that of right 
Conduct, and the Performance of Duty 
againſt all Oppoſition, The gracious Com- 
munications from Father, Son, and Spitit, 
are far above qut of their Thoughts. Now 
it is on Account of theſe, that true Chriſ- 
tian Religion, in its preſent Privileges and 
Poſſeſſions, is unſpeakably lovely and de- 
ſirable. Ye young, ye gay, in all the 
Flower of Youth and Beauty $ Pride; ye 
| proſperous and ye noble, better Pleaſures 
will you enjoy, and far more ſatisfying, from 
an Alliance ſo near, an Intercourſe fo con- 
ſtant between your immortal Spirits, and 
he who formed them; than it is poſſible by 
| every 
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every Art to extract from all creature 


Good. | 
And that theſe are not Moat Wende 


exaggerating where there is no Reality, 
when ſearched to the Bottom, has been 
made evident, by many Witneſſes in every 
Age; who like Moſes, have counted the 


Reproach of Chriſt, greater Riches than 


| all the Treaſures of Egypt. In the Church 


of Gop there ſtill are many, who once 
were living to themſelves, fulfilling the 
Luſts of the Fleſh and of the Mind; and 
proving by Experiment, the utmoſt the 
World could give them, of Delight and 


and Joy. Many ſuch ſtill alive, ſpeak to all 


who will receive their Teſtimony, How 


much greater Satisfaction! How much 
purer Joys, they feel in the Poſſeſſion of 
all thoſe Spiritual Bleſſings, wherewith they 


are now bleſſed in Chriſt Jeſus, than when 
walking in the Ways of their Heart, and 
in the Sight of their Eyes. | 
Indeed, no one who fits down, calmly 
and deliberately to conſider, what is the 
Import of the Grace of the Lord Jeſus, 

the Love of Gop, and the Fellowſhip of 

the Holy Ghoſt, but muſt ſee it is the moſt 
flaming 
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flaming Blaſphemy, to imagine, Beauty or 
Wine, or Riches or Honour, or all the 
Variety of Pleaſure the whole World can 
furniſh, is worthy to be compared with. 
ſuch bleſſed Communion. © - 

In Fact, till this. Bleſſing is poſſeſſed! 
the Soul muſt feel an aching Void. For 
infinite in its Deſires, _ and immortal in 
its Nature, the Compaſs of the Earth and 
all that is therein, can never ſatisfy it: 
Nothing but Chriſt and his Grace, God and 
his Love, the Spirit and his Conſolations. 

This, and this alone will ſatisfy; for here 
is the proper adequate Supply of all its 
Wants. He that is Partaker of this Hap- 
pineſs, is able to deny all Worldly Luſts, 
and thirſts after no other. In Proſperity, 
it heightens every Comfort, and delivers 
him from the Abuſe of his Abundance; in 
Sickneſs and Adverſity it is a Source of 
Patience and of Peace; in Retirement it well 
ſupplies the Abſence of Friends and Com- 
pany. In ſhort, this Communion is Light 
in Darkneſs, Life in a and; Goblin | 


all. — uhh 
40 ſhall achte this Subject, wich ſome) 
Reflections on What has been ſaid. * 
1 19 e 1 12 „ 7 1855 4 1 
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I. It is evident from hence, that you do not 
poſſeſs what. the Goſpel of Chriſt promiſes, 

and teaches you to expect, who are con- 
ſtant in religious Duties, and yet conform 
to the World; enjoy with them their 
Amuſements of Folly, and take Part in 
their Pleaſures. Whether ſuch faſhionable 
Amuſements and Pleaſures, are abſolutely 
ſinful, is not the Queſtion. - The Point 


J would now prove is, that the Reliſb and 
. Enjoyment of them demonſtrates that you 


are a Stranger to e be ables 
Pleaſures. 


What Harm i is chars in being delightes | 
every Day for Hours together, with ſome 
painted Toy, ſome Baby's Play-thing ? Vet 
it proves the Man ſhamefully weak and 
childiſh,. who can find any Entertainment 
in this: At proves that he has made no Uſe 
of a reaſonable Mind, and therefore like 
the Fool, M bo whiftled as be went for Want 
of  Thought,\is ee met in this 
low. Manner. 


The ſame Way of ne frictly — | 


plicable i in the Cafe before us. You go to 


Church, you receive. the Sacrament, you 
ſay your Prayers Morning and Evening * 


and then aſk what Harm is there in fre- 


quent- 
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quenting alſo. the Play-houſe, the Card« 
table, or making Uſe. of every Invention 
in Vogue to amuſe. The Anſwer is, theſe 
Things are as much beneath the Reliſh 
and Taſte of one who is a Chriſtian alto- 
gether, as Children's Pleaſures or Plays are 
beneath a Man who enjoys the Powers of 
Reflection, and Contemplation. Do you 
think it poſſible for [thoſe who have been en- 
lightened and have taſted of the heavenly Gift, 
and are made Partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and have: taſted the good Word of Gad, and 
the Powers of the World to come. (And thus 
the Apoſtle paints the Character of Chriſ- 
tians. Heb. vii. 45.) Do you think it poſ- 
ſible thy ſhould not as much diſlike, to be 
diverted from all Attention to every thing 
relating to Gop, and his Grace, their own 
Souls and approaching Eternity, for Hours 
together; to be diverted, not by the Diſ- 
charge ef neceſſary Buſineſs, not for any 
profitable Purpoſe. | Do you think it poſ- 
ſible they ſhould not as much diſlike this, 
as Men of Senſe and Reaſon diſlike the 
Paſtimes of Childhood? Or can you think, 
that it is probable that thoſe who know 
and poſſeſs the Grace: of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Love of Go, and the Fellow- 
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ſmhip of the Holy Ghoſt, ſhould. ever ſcek 
the fame Pleaſures; and enjoy the very ſame. 
Amuſements with thoſe who deny any ſuch . 
Spiritual / Intercourſe and Communication? 
That little affected with what makes them 
Heirs of Gon, and joint Heirs of Chriſt, 
whilſt the other are Children of Darkneſs, 
and have their Portion only in this World, 
the Pleaſures and Delights of 3o u, ſhould. 
ſtill be one and the ſame :: 
If it be faid, we are Men and not An- 
gels, and that the Bow muſt not always ba 
bent. It is readily allowed. But are there 
not Recreations quite conſiſtent with the 
Chriſtian Character? What more richly 
entertaining, than to change tlie buſy 
Scene of Action, for Privacy and Retire- 
ment? Than the Converſation of the few. 
Wiſe and Excellent of the Earth? Than 
viſiting with that nobleſt of all Views, to 
encourage one another to walk worthy of 
God,'- who hath called us to his Kingdom 
Glory? And our Condition here, is ſo 
wiſely appointed, that when we have diſ- 
charged the Buſineſs of our Place and Sta- 
tion; and the various Duties we owe to our 
Relations, there will be no more Time 
hanging upon our Hands, than ſuch Re- 
| ; - Cre 
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eftatiangliwill fub up But if you have 
Reliſh anti Paſte for the Amuſements of 
the/World;crand feel yourſelf gritified in the 
Uſe ob hem. Upon cloſer Trial and Exa- 
minatiop: i you will find all your religious 
Exereiſes and Duties, have done very little 
for you; that inſtvadof enabling you to lays 
Blaſed art the Peupie "that Ino the - joyful 
Sound; they ſhall wall in vibe: Ligbt of \thy 
Countenduce, their Delight: ſhall. be ever in 
thy Namie, and in thy: Righteouſneſs ſhall. they 
make thtir:bogft,” All your Joyſ is of another 
Kind, alas and conſiſts in diverting your 
Thoughts and Attention from your own 
Soul, from your Go, and your everlaſting 
Istereſt conſequently: under the Profeſſion 
of the Chriſtian Faith, and in the Uſe of 
Ghriftian Ordinancee, you polleſs not what 
— * 2 omiles; and tethod 
you» to expect. en erer e 

„IL. What — and affectionate Cali | 
this Scripture to yo who have never yet 
repented, immediately to ariſe and come to 
your heabenly Father. You are afraid to 
1 {inful-Plea- 
live eafyrand ied wtiabontthern: That 
3 ME piping after, them, 


20 and 


ſpring. His Houſe, his Heart is 
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and only -over-awed- from gratifying tha 
raging Deſires of your Heart. But this-is | 
alia: Miſtake. We are commanded to 
prèach the Goſpel to you, to call upon 
who. are ſtill the Servants" of Sin, ſp 
pent, not merely becauſe if you do not, 
you muſt be caſt into Hell. Nos but from 
the Conſideration of the Advantages you 
ſhall immediately receive. Nepent, for the 
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand, 1 e, ſuck | 
rich, abundant Manifeſtations of the Grace 
of Gov, ſuch holy Delights, and Joy, as 
may well be called the Kingdom of He! 
ven come down to Earth. This & at hand, | 
only repent,” and enter in:: 
Awake thou that ſleepeſt. — 60 
thyſelf, thou, who like the poor deluded. | 
Prodigal, haſt hitherto lived at ſuch a ſin- 
ful Diſtance from Gop. Lou are his Off. 


ready to receive you. He calls and intites 

yon, that yo may be holy and happy 
bein the Ways of Sin. Think how it 
gria des his tender Love towards you! 
Think how it increaſes your Guilt I Thinie 
how inexcuſable and ſpeechleſs you muſt be 
found. if you die What you live; prefer- 
bab, ou r it; e ee eee gi 
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ingithe Cup of Drunkenneſd ; the Joys of 
Lewunefd j che mean embittered gatisfaction 
of getting Money, or of living according 
to yourPown Will, in Idleneſs and Sloth- 
Making chiaſe Things your Choiee, and 
obſtinately refuſing to part with them 
when Gon the Father; Go the Song 
and Gem the Holy Ghoſt promiſe; upon 
yaur Return in the Way of Obedience and 
Faith}: to come and make their Abode with 
you Who can have any Love and Pity 
towards: you; add not weep for your Des- 
lun To walking in a-vain-Shewy 
infatuated by the Pleaſures of Sin, till it 
has ruined you for ever ? When ſuch a Dis 
vine Interoourſs is ꝓrepated and ready to 
beiiapened;* between Gop and your Soul, 
if you will hear the Voice ae g 
an eee nne 1. 

: WhyjaWrefuſey O aboi ungratefil Sinner, 
ae 2 it an bal , 
Promiſe! ofthe" Grice of —— 
Chriſt,/ und the Love of -GoD; and the 
Fellowſhip e the Holy Ghoſt/ is abſolute- 

Iy ifree för every one that ropents and be- 
liedes and as fo as he does fl 

Be will pon ulli Hen. No paſt Rebel- 
Hof no preſent Unworthineſs j if you now 

2 2 ſeek 
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ſeek this: Communion, ſhall keep you from 
charing in it. Only beware yo ſtagget 
not through Unbelief: Only beware yeu 
injure not the loving Kindneſs of Go, by 
a voluntary Humility, which judges it im- 
poſſible for you, on Account of youH,An- 
worthineſs, to be raiſed to hold ſüch high 
and abiding Communion with Go., For 
what is it your Worthineſs was eber the 
Cuauſe of your receiving? Was it this, 
which induced Gop at firſt to give you your 
Being, or afterwards to bleſs, to preſerve; 
and ſpare you? Was it this which moved 
80D to give up his Sen, when ydu was an 
Enemy and ungodly? How then ſhall he 
not i notwiithſtanding your Unworthineſs, 
if you Fepent and believe give you to poſſeſt 
all the Endearments of his tender Love? 
Again, Is it any Want of Humility to be 
perſuaded, that the Sn of God Maker of 
all Things, did actually bear our Sins in 
his own Body on thesPret, and was made 
4 Curſe for us ? Is it any Want of Humili- 
ty maͤſt aſſuredly to beliebe, that if we tive 
and die in the "Faith" and Obedience of 
Chtifty: we ſhall ſee God Face to Face, and 
dwell . D Ce Of 
e Dag tC 6 Wi Hr” 
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Why then ſhould it be thought Want of 
Humility no leſs. aſſuredly to believe upon 
the Authority: of his own Promiſe, that 
Gon will indeed come and dwell with 
Men, to prepare them ſor his Preſence 
and Glory? No, it is rank Pride, or Diſs 
ſimulation, to pliead our Unworthineſs as 
any Bar to the Favours of Gop, who de- 
lights to honour his on Grace, by doing 
us good. Eitlier we want to be leſs he- 
holden to him, or we flight his Favours. 
And then for à Pretence, plead our own 
Unworthineſs to receive them. In Proof 
of this, you; will obſerve, that thoſe Per- 
ſons who talk moſt- againſt. Communion 
with Gon, on Account of the infinite Diſ- 
tance between us and him, are the fartheſt 
from ſerving him with Reverence and God» 
ly: Fear, from trembling at his Word, and 
rather ene. e * n . 
him. 


In this e do you 4 von Ro- 
Wand pt and then you can never honour 
Gop more, than by expecting all he has to 
give; than by ſeeking that Fellowſhip with 
the Father, and his Son Jeſus Chriſt, thro? 
the Spirit, which -ſhall er Ae Joyu to 
he full. #3 3#-© mg 
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— through-the Lovewof Sin, 8 de. 
pile and ſeoff at this Commutiom, temem - 
ber it is no Enthuſiaſm, no Cteatute of 
Man's Imagination, but Setiptur Phraſe 
and Scripture Doctrine. And woe to thoſe 
who make it a Subject of Deriſion, Eter· 
na Diſtance, Eternal Sepatatiom hm 
Gor, the Fountain of all Fleſſedheſsg All 
too late make them wiſh they had enjbyed 
x greater Nearneſs to 8 
And be afſured of this, th 
- more both of Ingra- 
titude and Unbelief; than to make «Motk 
of Way ares ra. Than to 
ſearchable Riches of lis Gi 2 
'Plenteouſneſs: of his Redemption; as the 
Jau. of a heated Brain n 
such Communication and Interesürſe 
with Gop, vo muſt certain allow bur 
Condition requires. For look round ybu 
and ſee (if you are not yourſtif one" of the 
Number) what 2 Multitude of Sufftrers 
ate pbuting out their -fruitleſs Sighis and 
- Groans, on this Earth. Widows, without 
Priends, without Help, at their Wits End, 
how to keep their little Ones and them · 
; kevin from adn. n 
ö ncheg 
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from Mari 
es [Tribulation-and Diſtrebs. Za unn 
Go? Has Gop,, ſo. forgotten. to be gra- 
| cious, that there is no Remedy, no ſufi- 
cient Support, and Con for thoſe 
„chat ſeek. him with their whole Heart ? 
- There is an all- ſuffcient Remedy placed 
Within the Neach of all who ſeck it. 
-1 1The Grace of aur Lord Feſus. Chriſt, wil 
ner God, and the Fellruſbi. of the-Hab 
ball. This is the Armour of God, ſuf- 
beient to encountet with eyery Evil. — 
5 what is afflictive and painful, it — the 
Soul to: triumph over it. Eſtabliſhed in 
this Communion, there is abundant Rea- 
ſon in the moſt diſtreſſing Caſes, to be pa- 
| tient and contented. To praiſe Gop in 
the Midſt of his Judgments, uſing the Pro- 
. phets Words,. 0 Lord. Tou art my. God, 


I will exalt thee, Iwill praife. thee... For 
thou. haſt been a Strength to. the, Pens, a 
frat to the Needy in Diftreſe ;..@ Refuge 
2 0 2 4 from 


EY batt} ins 6 eee, 
1 Ky rh — % 40 
. 7 ph red tp Tf. e Pak. bo 
T Eonclade, if un or you ei ide 
lieve, there are ſack 5owerful eee 
in Chriſt, ſuch Comfo1 of Love, and ſuch 
 Paltowhhip"of che Holy" Ghoft," t*the 
Frial of this Matter uf pon this 
to overcome the Sins hat” ures 
Search the Scriptures, and beg of G0 to 
ive you all thoſe ſpiritual Bleflings, which 
his Son pyrchaſed”" for, "and 1 Goſpel 
promiſes to the Fafa? Perſevete in this 
 Gourke; vou will be daily more holy, and 
mote happy. And your Bleſſedneſs In and | 
from God here in Fhne,” will be only: the 
Pledge and Earneſt, that you thall be hap- 
py i in l bas e vgs for evermore. 


7 . g! Ba S& 122 44) 2 a 21 3&7! 4 
wes 192 i de dan n ho. 
I 4nphancts n dt dat mann big! 
— A ed 0 1 IF 3 {on 710 f #5 "ho 4: 4 ef Nek 
2 


ace d Dias nd. 
g e 
a 2115 Ae e iI 


. T WW # G * 
3 5 \ * — >” — 
NI To TA & As * R - + 4 KY - * " EY” 4 4 . * F 
4 * 
; >. 1 # "- ; N * | * . : * 
5 *y, Ya 8 1 JOE. ” , * 3 k 
J A Ws bs a - . b | 3 4 \ $%A "I IR + * 
' i 9 
. 4 by 4a . 4 = . — — * * 
* " * — 


n B ann 82 


FR 


8 ED EDED EYEREDED 8 2 


| s Vit; : 20412 Ae v6 er- NN 
8 E R M ON NI. 
5 91 Waiatrog 2241 v2 N. 7 214 a | 
* 2 jj 2 It ue ARS 11.6 hn 1 410 4 Dea. 22135 


k On the | Judgraans of the. Loſt 


TOTO - Day. 260, Wilt we.” 


434 LUAN bed SPELL 4 47 4444.45; 4 3 24 * F 4 


* * * 4 _ 
, ! 


i Cha M, am £414 81 162.4 3814-903 Dns 
4 4 Due bs Ir" > 34s 


4 ner 2941 De 
V. XX. T T2 - 
$ I? 3] QI «+ "pF 1 1 3 5 1372 12. Wi x 


And. I 4% a great Abi Throne, and Fin 
bal fat en il, from. whoſe F ace the 
Bart, and the Heavens fied auay, and 
" there 24s found no Place for them, 

Aud "Jaw the Dead, mall and g1 great, 6 ard 

: Pace God, and Books were. opened. 

vis angiber Book 55 - opened, ubich it the 
So ook of Life e, an 4 the Dead were judged 

"thoſe. 1 bings, . which Were 3 | 


7 e Books, K te .their x 4 0 
bub ai ei 
OUCH H All Feiſgture * fre ” 


Inſpiration, of 0! Go yet chere are 
fs pore Fart, Which bear in 2 


more 
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4% iSEEMON AW. 
55 
3 71 3 my n 
— For, in — 1 
wa „does it relate the End of Ti 
| fully in one Point of View, does it 
preſent us, with the infinite Grandeur 
his —— | 
1 perfect Equity, with which. it is 
proceed, and to be finally determined — 


0 224 


Now that each of theſe P 
| Oints 
an — — 
8 more Force upon our Minds 
op has been pleaſed to deliver them 2 
Oomph with lows eue daes which 
e er Rs; 
Ale had often 2 
TY bebe derart, | 
had m__—_ 2 Day in which , tht ho 
Judge che World; 8 of 
— give an Account of «< _ 
But in my Text, a highly-ff 
Apoſtle is introduced, informing : 
(nba wks e . he jd ni- 
-Repreſentation, when he was in the 


Nit 


3 Split and Things diſtant and invifible to 


FLARE 
| flcthly 


— Gon. Tas ee Baus, 
— the Gloty of — 
Judge. Of that ver) Ferſon, ho once 

"lived in tlie | n of Poverty, 

and died under the utmoſt Ignomiqy bf 
Shame. Then he came to bear the Sins 
of many, and to ſtand in the Sinner's Place. 

In that Character no Condition could be 

t le no Infamy too great. Now he 

comes to be ſoen as he is, in his- on pro- 

per Glory, and to execute Vengeance on his 

Enemies. Ile appears therefore in ſueh 
Majeſty, as infinitely ſurpaſſes, whatever 

— Grand ung;Fplandiuien 

Harth. WVIi ch inner Saks 380 

rr beloved St. Jehn, 

"great aubite Throne. In its Form and Fa- 
ſhion infinitely Magnificent, and in the 
% Radiancy of its Luſtre, White ag 

#2 Ih [yt Y 29; 2 , ud ec3ge Dad} 

Sy Aud from hin Face the Earth and the N. 
vens ed away. l bat aileth ther, Ora 
Each char thou fegt and thou ſtarry Hea- 
ven, that there s found no Place-fos-thee ? 

c Now ithe Time uf Gon s Patience and 

Forbeatance towards the Earth and its 

"ok: Inhabitants, as was- e 2 
it noc 


383 SERMWON® An. 
Enoch, and repeated in every Age, by the 
Revelation of Gon, that Time is actiualiß 
come. And the Earth and the Heavens 
defilod through the Abo 
committed by de Chen af Men; ü theis 
whole Frame diſſolves, at his 
2 * than tobebold-Ini« 
quity. 1 — {03 £814 N ert. A = 
No Gee more awful could be 
choſe, to deſcribe the perfect Holineſa of 
our Judge, than this, that not only impe- 
nitent Sinners themſelves, ſhall not be able 
to ſtand before his Preſence: But even 
the Earth they trod, and the material 
Heavens * 4 looked upon with theif 
Eyes, and the very Air they breathed; 
muſt all be diſſolved witk very fervent 
Heat; / n nden 
prous Houſe. IT 
But though he Bank erbe, Mees 
ſhall paſs away, the Soul of Man ſhall 
never paſs” away. Short · lived as we are in 
the Body, coming up, and cut down as a 
Flower: We ſhall, nevertheleſs, all ſur- 
vive, when the great Rocks, and the ſtrong 
re and the hr AAR 
no ys" 18365 413, ede ae A jod 
wt E904 e 2. M n 
D | For 
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For the ſame Scene which preſented to 
the Eyes of St. John, the Diſſolution of 
the World, gave him to behold tlie whole 
Human Race, perfect and intire, collected 
wgethers- And Jau the Dead ſnall and 
great fand before God. 4 1+ ba beide“ 
7. y de nal are meant the pooreſt among 
the People. Often fare they over-Iooked as 
inſignificant Creatures, by Men of like 
v and in theit own Judgment are 
ever ready+to conelude, that the moſt high: 
Gon; cannot regard ſuch mean Things, and 
charge himſelf with the continual Obſer- 
 vation-of, their Ways and their Doings. 
| „Bye this Means, Satan gains a terrible 
Advantage over; many of you, my dear 
Brethren, who are of lo Degrees For if 
you arent all perſuaded that your own great: 
Poverty and Meanneis, will exempt you 
from giying anAgcountot yourſelves, there 
will remain no ſufficient Reſtraint to keep 

you from running into eyery Sin. Drunk- 
— Uncleanneſs, Lying, Malice, and 
Envy, Murmuring and Complaining: will 
unavoidably- have Dominion over yu ior: 
long as you ſay in Four Heart, God will, 
never call me into Judgment. 
10 Sone al seas: ods d Abt 
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ode — — 
Error! The Four are mentioned de this 
Perſons more particularly regarded thaw uny m 
other in the Revelation of the bleſſsc 
Goſpel, and in every Deſcription of the 
Day of Judgment, they are comprehended 
as Purties no leſs intereſted than the Rich 
and Greats i aid 7 
And un Wonder, fince you, the pooreſt 
amongſt te Trople, are as mol; che 
Creatures: of Gos, the dear Purciiaſe Uf * 
his Son s, Blood, as Capable — A, 
the Grace giuen to you, and of ir 
the Glory ptepated; as — 2 
firſt Ranks of Life: And though you have: 
not, to anſwer for the Pruſt of great Au- 
thority und Powor, ſtill are you no leſd avs: 
countablethan thoſewhohave, forthe Man- 
ner in vchich you have carried 
warde the eternal God. e Ate eee 
Our Love or Hatred of him, bur un- 
feigned-Reverence of his Law, and uf his 
dear and only begotten Son; or our Noglect 1 
and-Comewpe of tem mas uit be he 


grand. Points of Enquiry 2 


ann n de 


1 


And it is not · ſo much the Statiom we have | 
filled, or the extenſive Influence of the 


Things 


of elioby rib neither will immenſe Wealth, 
or Height of — ſet — one above! it: 
Man's Peron, e flnhe PT Sr 
Huy M Greatneſs, for be: hath" mide the 
Hail and græus, and careth fon all at 
Wi vi. 5 Then as it is ſaid concerning | 
the haughty-King of Babylon, Iſai. xiv. 16 
will it be faid of all the moſt "mighty. 
They that- fee then ſhall narrowly hook a 
_ themy and onfeder: thim;. ſaying; are" thife * 
:he-Mex that mide i the 'Earth't6\ tremble; 
that did foake "Kingdoms, that mate the * 
World a Wilderneſs, and defiroyed the C 
they! lecume lite unto ur? Deſpoiledd of 1 
Prereminence ariſing from their exalted” > 
Stations in the World, and ſtanding u 
a Lexel with; the Reſt — -ro 12 
tures, to take their Trial before G0. 9 U 
A eee aa. e 
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352 SERMON Xl 
beſeech you, (for it ipworthypof alb@bſeri: 
vation, though: the eternal; Gon in order 
to teach us, how abſolutely undeſerved his 
Mercy ever comes toSitners; had declared, 
That bes will be gracious,” to:'whom heiwili be 
gracious, an whom” be vn Be hardeneth. 
Au tbut le giveth (i. e. now) an Accdumt 
—— the Cm 
in a 1 ervitiry Wü ſayings Twill 
that"theſe\go' away into everlaſting Puniſſi- 
rnit, and thoſe into Bife eternal 2 He is 
pleaſed to proceed in ſuch a Manner, as'to 
be univerſally juſtified!: He makes a Reve - 
2 — Hin righteciis Judgment! 2 Hiw 
he Books: were” opened. It is not 


* ald yore" read, for the Light of the laſt 


= ve hel, of che Thoughts we think, of 


Day, will make them viſible and perfucuy 
küown to all. The Judge of the whole 
World -ſtands in no Need of Books to give 
bim Information; or to prevent his erring 
in any Point, neitlier is there Forgetfulneſa 
with him. But as the Manner of Men 
ds to not dotyn every Matter of vaſt Im- 
4 — to help us to conceive 
more ſtrongi the Importance of the Words 


the 
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mel Things we; deſire, and the certain No- 
tice taken of them all; by the All-ſeeing 

God, on this Account, he is ſaid to have 
A Book of Remembrance.” An exact Regiſter 
of all that is practiſed in the Life, and 
of all that paſſes within the Heart. 

Alluding to this; the Pſalmiſt enquires of 
Goy; concerning the flouriſhing State of 
evil Doers, Are not theſe-Things noted in thy 
Book? And the earneſt Cry of David, pained 
with a Senſe of his horrible Wickedneſs, 
and broken in Heart, is this, Hide thy 
Pace fun my Sins, and blot but al my 7. roo | 

grefttons. „ 6.465, hh 4 

In this Book of — ä — 
are ſet down, we may ſuppoſe, not only our 
open and ſecret Sins, but all our Mercies 
Spiritual and Temporal: The many Con- 
victions, Rebukes and Admonitions, af- 
forded us moſt graciouſſy by the Spirit of 
Gov : And the opening this Book ſignifies 
the bringing to our Knowledge, and the 
2 of e the an e : 
| 15 "Bolt is not dufßeient that Go alone 
remembers,” we muſt remember alſo our- 
Kdves. * Otherwiſe the condemned would 
think they had juſt Cauſes: to open their 

re T 9 Mouths, 
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Menths,- complaining that Sins were: laid 
to;ctheir Charge which they knew not. 
„The Heirs of Glory. alſo, without a per? 
fect Remembrance of themſelves, could 
not diſcern the beautiful and exact Pro- 
portion between their Character whilſt in a 
State of Trial, and their Felicity in Heaven. 
On Account therefore of both, a ſecond 
Book is opened. A Book which. was al- 
ways in the keeping of each Individual for 
himſelf: And in which it was impaſſible for 
any Thing ever to be entered, before it be- 
longed. to that very Perſon, to whoſe Ac- 
count it is charged, and this is the Bock 
of Cons ci x. 
It ĩs true, Conſcience may be, and oſten 
— and paſt feeling · It maꝝ appear 
28 if it was bribed inte everlaſting Silence, 
or over-awed by cuſtomary, Sint 
twenty, forty Vears. But at. laſt it will 
| bring in a moſt accurate, Account, it will 
teſtify a Thouſand, a Million of Things, 
Sich like Bonds given by extravagant 
griping Miſers, are quit 
perfect eee dn loch Go 2 | 
Nemembrancs. 


it Mil- ' f 3 74 "Hog | 


thus baſt choʒu done, and, prove iel 
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rough che Power o Conſcience, every 
one chat died in ds Sins, will find his Inis 
quitjies zonvince: him to his Face. He - 
will be certified beyond the Poſſibility of a 
Doubt, that not au Oath, or a Lye; nor 
prophane or filthy Jeſt; nor 4 fradulent 
Bargaing; nor an Omiſſion of any Duty 
— more 16 Ai: — 


* | AE. Se. £:4-Confien 125 4 
— — notes each diſobedient Act. 
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. Hiſtory which 
152446 Death ſhall renal? 
In every pale Delinquent's private Bar 
And judgment publiſh,” ee * 
ev. — . Dube ur 
44448 Than this”. - W443 HSE &, 1s 
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das the Book f -Confcience,, will 
dave bear; Teſtimony: againſt the Hypocrito 
and Unbeliever, in perfect Agreement with 
the. Book f Gon Remembrance, ſo. will 
it_be a moſt animating and tejgiging Wit⸗ 
en 4 ꝗ4K 2 2 | neſs, 


336 S ERMON Ni 
neſs, to all who have had their Converſation 
as became the Goſpel of Chriſt. 
Their frequent affectionate Diſcourſe; 
about the Things of Gos, ſeaſoned with 
Salt, and miniſtering Grace, to the Hearers 
ſo well pleaſing to the moſt high Gon? 
chat you read he cauſed a Book of Remem- 
brance to be written thereof, Mal. iii. 16. 
vill be freſh in their own Minds. Their 
unfeigned Sorrow for Sin, their Hatred of 
it, their ſincere and entire — — 
thei, Patience. — — 
Love, of all which it is — o 
be unrigbteous to forget | 
the Saints, ae the Wimaſis 
of tl ir ( aracter. FN en 42 90: 
„Whatever of the Gavingi Operations of 
Grace, has paſſed within-the Heart of every 
Saint, from the Time of his/firſt-awaken- 
ing to his; Admiſſion into the Reſt of the 
People of Gop, will be found regiſtered 
in his Conſeience, perfectly agreeing with 
| the Book. of Gop's Remembrance, con- 
eerning him, and enabling him on this Ac- 
| count, as St. 1 
ee, 1 _ » 


* 
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A third Book which ſhall be opened; is 
the e perfect Rule of Right and Wrong, the 
unerring Standard of Truth. A Book which 
through the diſtinguiſhing Mercy of Gor; 
is in all our Hands, by Way of Eminence; 
the BI BEE. As Laws of Human Governs 
ments, ſerve a double Purpoſe, both to direct 
and puniſh, to regulate the Duties of civil 
Life, and convict the Offender againſt 
them. 80 is it with Reſpect to the Book of 
Gov, it plainly and fully teaches you what 
is din, and what is Duty; what your Faith 
and Practice neceſſarily muſt be, if you are 
influenced by the Grace of God. It ac 
quaints you in the moſt ſolemn Manner be- 
ſore- hand, of the Felicity prepared for the 
Faithful, and the Severity of Puniſhment 
to be inflicted on the MR wie — 
in their d ins. 
This Book ate is pena as is 
Feft, by which every Article of our In- 
dictment is to be tried, that we may evi 
dently diſcern the Juſtice of our Sentence; 
and how impartially we are dealt with ac- 
cording- to Law. To a Law always 
revealed to, and publickly read in the 
Churches of Gop; and to obey which, 
Grace and Help ſufficient was always aff 


1 a | forded 


ww + 


— 
— 18 — The. Words that T huur 
— unto lim, 4 wy: e ee in tin 
— 4 ata a POS tenor A 

N therefore opened e 
claim before Men — cxprny age 
of Being in the everlaſting: Workdc/is: af 
Propriated to each Individual. Toidemon- 
ſtrate, that to them who by patient Conti - 
auance in well doing, eng. ſar Miryi and 
Honour, and Immortality, tu themy str 
Life is freey promiſed. Ii hilt te nat abe 
"have been contentions, and wad, nat obey 
the Truth, bus obeyed \'Unrighteonfrefssi 10 
them it reſerved” Indignation an Wrath, 
Mete, and Anguiſd. HDA 
In each of theſe Books Haints and Bin- 
ners, the Obedient and /Rebellinus, are 
equally concerned, fince they are equally 
"neceſſary to be produced; an 
tea Character of Sthaui Dus eee 
But wen nchen befidenthels) - ahotber 
Boat ( 4AM g a Book of another 
Kind was opened. A Book: fill of Grace 
and Love, 3 ir the Book of Li e, Bleſſed 
ove ; 


( 


1 


$1E'R MON enn 359 
Above all that cn be ſaid or conceived arp 
they, whoſe Names are found written theres 
in. Such Favour, we are aſſured, was be- 
ſtowed on the Apoſtles. The ſame Merey 
was afforded to thoſe Women who laboured 
with St. Paul, in the Goſpel, to Clement 
allo, and others. From whence we have full 
Authority to conclude, that thoſe and thoſe 
only, of the Church of Chriſt in every Place 
ant Time, who receive the Faith of Chriſt, 
they did, in Obedience to it, have their 
* — written in the Boo of Life. 

ended by us. Vet — 3 — 
Ane if your Name is found in that Book 
_ of Life, all your Iniquities committed be- 
| fore your Repentance and Converſion to 
Gon, and your innumerable Failures, 
through the Weakneſs of the Fleſh, ſince 
that bleſſed Period, are not imputed. From 
che Book of  Gop's Remembrance, they 
| ſcience diſmay you by them. For 7 the 
an Heifer | ſprinkling the unclean, ſanttifieth 
70'the® purifying of the Fleſb, how much, more 


. 
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Books reſpectively, according to the Evi. 
dence of, and in Proportion to their ſeveral 


1 
: 
? 
; 


is conſtantly and. ſolely aſcribed to Graee 
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Lurig beau. The Book of the Law, 
can lay nothing to your Charge, from 
which you do not ſtand before · hand ab- 
ſolved. Cbriſt baving redeemed you fnom the 
. Curſe of the Law, being made a Curſe for you. 
The full Benefit of which Redemption 


through your Faith and Repentance, is 
0 4 ived 4 a, 1 282 Jac, * * A 
— recei Ne” of you. A. Nes. "47 EF 1 £% 


0 according f. br Mur.. „ ae 
Pp The deciſiwe and _ Seotene paſſed 
to thy Things that — in thoſe 


Works, whether good or bad, as they 


teſtify in Judgment, for or againſt their 


being real Chriſtians. For though inethe 
Scriptures all Ground of Self- Righteouſneſs 
is taken away, and the Whole of Man's 
Salvation in the meritorious Cauſe of it, 


- through Faith, yet the Necſieꝝ of good 

Worles, and of their evidencing for us, that 

we belong to Chriſt, is uniformly Main- 

-Mined.> That Golden Medium is always 
pfeſerved, between proud Phariſaie Boaſt- | 
"Ing; as if there was any Thin 5 of deſerving | 
— 


( 


SE R MON XII. r 
den or approaching to it, before he 
Eyes of Gop's Purity : And between that 
infinitely, more ſatanical Doctrine of the 
Antinomians, which ſets the moral; Law 
at Defiance, and blaſphemes Chriſt, as if he 
had aboliſhed all Obligations to obey it; as 
he did with reſpect to the ceremonial Law. 
Ta be judged, in this Place, — 
be ſeparated and diſpoſed of, whether to 
+ the. Happineſs of Angels, or to the Tor- 
ments of loſt or damned Spirits. And every 
done acconding to their Works, ſhall: have 
of Þ rg warp in, the happy, or mi- 
- Quantity of. what. we. hana, done, will. 
be exactly eſtimated. Thoſe who have 
. -moſt; adorned: the Goſpel. of Gop their Sa- 
viour, and made the neareſt Approaches 
to his perfect Example, in the Strength of 
their Faith, in their Love to Gop, in the 
Purity of their Life and Manners, ſhall 
ſhine with a Glory proportionally. greater 
than others, who have only juſt. eſcaped 
the Corruptions of the World, and ſtood, 
ds it were, only within the Limits of Sal- 
vation. He that hath conſecrated his All ti 
God: If wealthy, his Riches in the Uſe an 
eee W 


Dr 
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— En Feuer un 


y of Gow, —— 
in Heaven, thaw thoſe: h 
och ach finer Zen. were yet 
A in the fame Canſeco 2 1 

One Degree of Happineſs — 
Peinced to thoſe, whoſe State and Con- 
Ation here, was free from ſevere Prials 
a — diſtreffing above Meaſure 3 
whilit thoſe who did cat only the Bread 
of Adverſity, and drank of the bitter C 
of Affliction, with faithful Meeleneſs a 
wich Patience," — — 


er Crown;s an the young Soldier of 
ehen, — de Field of Butts 
and fotgfit victoriouſty for a ſhort Season 
. gin, che World, and the Devil, till 
— Fern ö. ach. 


3 
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ſun 1. god wild c fot der it 


$f Chrift belong anihonag: dut the Meafare 
in which they mall receive the great RE 
compence of Reward, —ů 
rr their Works. uk 

In like Manner, as the many — 
ic er Father's Houſe are aſſigned to the 
Sainte, according to their reſpective Ad 
Fances in Grace and Holineſs, fo the Pe- 
grees of "Puniſhment to which thoſe who 
mie in their Sins are doomed, is arfwerable 
40 their Character. One Degrees for the 
Formal and Self- righteous, who meglected 
— Saviour of Sinners; another for 
the Drunkard, the Fortin; the Adu. 
+erer,1and the Covetous, One Meaſure of 
Torment for the Malicious and Implacable; 


Others; | and the heavieſt Doom of all, o 
the Hypocrite, who makes Gov ferve- with 
his Iniquity. And esch of theſe, tow un- 
purdonable Offenders, in P ion to the 
Tims chey have gone on in thteir Wicked- 
eſs; in Proportion to the - Warnings and 
Calls they haus refuſed to comply with; 
ſhall be found t0 Rave treefaired up for 
yo! "Wrath 


vhemdelves Wrath againſt the D 


bro! 
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aud Revelation of the righteous! Judgment 
e, ruin nant wt oe \paday - 
There are three Inferences,” amongſt 
many, that might be dran from this 
maſt axrtal en with which I. ſhall : 
cancludes/i ww oarinta/dh algge brian 
e ee is, That you. pay a juſt and | 
inviolable Regard to the Accuſations of 
your own Conſcience. This is one of the 
Books which will be opened in the greun 
and terrible Day of the Lord. Whilſt we 
are travelling through this World, what 
paſſes in our Breaſts, for many wiſe and 
neceſſary Purpaſes, is ſecret and inviſible 
to others. Therefore it is, that ſo many 
dare trifle with Conſcience, and enn 
mit to bear its Laſhes, than forego a | 
ful Gain, or Pleaſure, or b 
Sneers of an ungodly World. But eorifider = 
how very ſhort your Concealment is to be. 
As certain as we are now in this Aſſembly. 
together, we ſhall know all that has been 
in the Thoughts of cach others Hearts, 
concerning Gon and Duty; for there i 
nothing Secret, which: hall not be made 
manifeſt« ., Tremble at this, thou whited 
— ane lien Fhajulee,) ho aft 
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Have the Name of honeſt, - or religious; 
when inwardly thou art neither. Trembis 
did I ſay; yea,” rather yield to the Light | 
that is ſtill in thee ; and femember for 
your on Sake, that if the Book of Con- 
ſcience is full of Accuſations againſt thee, 
all your good Character, is like the Plunder 
of Robbers, ſure to remain no longer with 
you, than the Day of your Trial. Above 
all Things, reverence your Conſcience, and 
would dread to have it a ſwift Wit- 
7 neſs» again you, before the great white 
Throne, neither for Fear nor Favour, ever 
bring upon yourſelf its Rebukes;/ or ever 
ſtrive to reſiſt, and ſhake them off. Fol- 
low, where they would lead you, to Shame 
and Self - condemnation ; to Repentance, 
Prayer,” and the Blood of Atonement; the 
Effect of which will be the Anfaver of 4 
— by 'the Refurretton of ſu 
the Dead. * , ien © At 

2. Another neeeſfary Codclun Rem 
Henoe' is a high, increaſing, and invincible 
| Regard to the Bible, which ĩs the Word of 
Gob. Cuſtom and Faſhion now in this 
: World, dear an almoſt — Sway 
with many other deri l. ie, find het 
* 8 A «44:44 3% - eee 
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more deſerve — 9 — a of 
Frenzy, than not to be as careful and ſolli - 
citous at Icaſt, as Priſoners uſe to be, Who 
are to take their Trial in an Earthly Court, 
Let us then ſuppoſe, we were now in the 
Hands af Juſtice, expecting in a very ſnhort 
Time to be brought forth, and to be tried for 
one and all? What Meaſures ſhould. we 
take? Should we fit dowyn in Idleneſs ? 
Should: we divert. the Time by fooliſh 
Amuſements, or intoxicating Exceſs ? No, 
we fliguld be preparing for our Trial, con- 
ſalting with our Lawyer, ſtudying our De- 
fence or Anſwers to the Witneſſes, that we 
apprehended would appear againſt us; and 
be doing all in our Power to recommend 
dur Caſe to the Judge, from whom we 
were to receive. aur Sentence. In this 
Manner we ſhould act, if it might ſecure 
our Lives and Fortunes; and if the Ne. 


55 e into Judgrnent, for there is no 
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Hor tie Meaſures to be made üſe of, are 
exactly che ſame.” This World is ybur Pri 
H: Vu muſt be brought whether you 


_ „back again into nothing. R Sen- 

f Damnation, the moſt dreadful to 
4405 miſt de your Doom, or one of full 
and "pureſt Happineſs your juſt” Reward. 
Wat then alone, and — Things, is 
to be done? Certainly an Intereſt muſt be 


pioeuted in your Judge; the Favour of the 
Rrbrrwerx muſt be ſbught for; as bettet 


than” Life itſelf 7 Tought for, by Putting 
Wo 5 7 run 1 him,%s able to deliver you 
from all your Enemies, and as having made 


| REboniation for yi your Iniquity. An Inte- 
reſt muſt be preſerved by abiding in the Obe. 
dießet of Falch to him, and by being form- 


eck and Taſhioned according to his Word. 


By tins Means; vou will de fure to 


meet With à Smile from his reconciled 
Courſtenance, and a Sentence of Acquittal ; 
from his own Mouth, When he appe 


on tlie great white Throne. Now honour 


Ts Son is you Honour che Father, adhere | 


to him as the Author and' Finiſher of your 
*Paith® Follow him as the Captain of your 


Won — and more fer che 
Love 
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Love of his Name, for a Spirit obedient 
to liis Goſpel, for an increaſing Knowledge 
of his Grace and Merits, and of the Efficacy 
of his Blood and Righteouſneſs. And then 
though he appears in ſuch. Majeſty, as to 
fill all his Adverſaries and Deſpiſers with 
Conſternation and Deſpair; you, with infinite 
Joy and Tranſport, will behold him, All- 
ſufficient to anſwer tlie vaſt Expectations, 
his Goſpel hath encouraged vou to place 
on him. And in that Day you ſhall ſay: 
Lo! this is our Cad, we have waited for 
kim, and he will jave us ; we will be glad 
ee in bis. en en XXV. wo 
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fall be in it, and bis — — 


** 21 * eic 
nr is ſuch a 9 Dif- 
ference in the Scripture Account 7 - 


of the | Happineſs of the. bleſſed. 


World, from every Account of it deviſed... 


by Man, as. plainly, proves it came from 


Above. This will appear undeniable upon 


the Compariſon. The Deſcription Maho- 
met has left in the Koran, of his Paradiſe, 
is no other than that of Luſt and Senſuality | 


indulged to the uttermoſt. An Exceſs, of | 
ſich bake, defiling Pleature as the Laſcivious 


only 


 - 
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ofily love to wallow in, and which the Ex- 
callefit-of the Earth, are even here re 
abe to ſcorn and loath, - 

And if we turn our Eyes from the Ae- 
count of the bleſſed World; given by this 
moſt ſhameleſs Impoſtor, to that which is 
given us, by thoſe renowned for Wiſdom, 
and for Virtue, who were not taught by 
the Word of Go; though we ſhall meet 
with nothing fo groſs and abominable as 
the Muſſelman's Creed; ſtill the Author 
and the End of all Things, is ſtrangely over- 
looked.” Even the moſt diſtinguiſhed So- 
crates; When diſcourſing, with ſuch extra- 
ordinary Degrees of Clearneſs and Aſſurance 
on the Immortality of the Soul, yet carries 
his Views no higher, than to the Enjoy- 
ment of better Company; than to an 
Intercourſe the moſt friendly and perfect 
with Heſiod, with Homer, and others. b. 
whoſe Names have been tranſmitted n. | 
to Poſterity with the higheſt Honour. 

The ſame Sentiment, you will ſee copies 
by Tully, who introduces the great Scipio, 
as fired with the Proſpect of Admiſſion into 
the Aſſembly of the Illuſtrious deceaſed, 

ä re in Gam TIO ANT Death at Dy 


p 1 . 
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But how miſerably; ſhort and defective, 
das is ſuch a Deſcription of the. Happi- 
neſs of the bleſſed World? How fooliſh 
and abſurd. to paint out the Happineſs of 
the immortal Spirit of Man, as compleat, 
without any Knowledge of, or Communion. 
with Gop, from whom proceeds all that 
deſerves the Name of Good and Excellent. 
Who is himſelf incomprehenſibly Bleſſed, 
and the only F ountain 9 re chi 
Creatures. 

But as theſe wiſe 9 ey not. Gon, 
no marvel, they glorified, him not as Gop, 
nor magnified his Name as the Source of, 
their Felicity in another World, (who Was, 
not-rejoiced nor delighted: in. as their chief 
Good in this. 0 £3 ne BNN 8105 

Let us therefore turn our yes from the 
Conjectures of Men, who had no Light but 
that of Nature and Tradition to guide 
them, to the life- giving gcriptures of our 
Gov. .-+Read the ſcriptural Account of 
Heayen, you will find the Glory due unto 
the Name of Gon aſcribed unto him. And; 
he by 20bom\are all Things, and for whom, 
are all Things, is ſet before us, as conſtitut- 
ing the Happineſs of thoſe who are received 
up on Hi gh, M the n of his i 

* own 
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vn wn Excellency : By his reigning be 
dem! in al the Glories of perfect Wilko 
and Love. The Throne of God and of the 
Lamb ſhall be in . and his Servants a 
fro him. 

In ditourfing on theſe Words, 1 hall, 


1 44 3 


LT 
. 
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: I. Explain their Meaning. ; We 
II. Make ſome Reflexions on the Truth 
3 teach us. | 
1 The N. aa of Gon ruleth over all; 
his Power reach prevails no leſs in 
Earth, and in Hell, than within the Gates 
of the Heavenly City. It is the Arm of 
the Lord, which binds the fallen An- 
gels i in everlaſting Chains, unto the Judg- 
ment of the laſt Day. And doth whatſo-, 
ever he will in the Armies of Heaven, and 
among ft the Inhabitants of the Earth. " 
"Nevertheleſs, it cannot be ſaid, that 
either on Earth or in Hell, is the Throne of 
Gop; becauſe in the one, his Power i is 
blaſphemed, and were it poſſible, would' 
be overthrown; and in the other, is gene- 
rally deſpiſed, and never & fully revered” | 
and _ as it ought to be. * 
a Bb 3 Now 
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| Now the Throne ve 2 "Hog ane 
where Majeſty receives its Aue Seen 
and Loyalty and Friendſhip are on every 
Side. Therefore, when we are told, that 
in the Heavenly Jeruſalem, ſhall be the 
Throne of Gop, the Meaning is, that 
there Gop is ever acknowledged, and moſt 
thankfully adored as the Author of all 
Things, and the immediate Fountain of 
all Good. Though this Truth is denied on 
Earth, by none, but the moſt diſſolute and 
abominable, yet is it forgotten and over- 
looked by all in a more or leſs Degree. 
What makes Beauty ſo intexicated with 
Admiration of its own. Form; what 
prompts the Rich to be haughty and ſelf- 
ſufficient; the wiſe Man to glory in his 
Wiſdom nay, the ſpiritual Man to be puf · 
fed up with Gifts, or Grace? What, but 
the ſameful, guilty Forgetfulneſs of that 
Truth, that ng Man can receive any Thing 
except it be given him from above, and that 
it 16 God that. -maketh Him to differ. Ila 

No in Heaven, the Giver and the Gift 
are never, eyen in Idea, conſidered apart. 
But juſt in the ſame lively Manner in which 
ee Mind un itſelf affected at the 

= | _w | 
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firſt; by ſome amazing Act of Generoſity 
towards it; equally, and at the ſame Mo- 
ment, rejoicing in the Favour, and the 
Bounty of the Perſon conferring, it. So 
without Interruption or Abatement, do the 
Souls in Heaven feel, that in God they live, 
and move, and have their Being, and there. 
fore his Throne is faid to be there 
Again, in the heavenly Jeruſalem,” Gos 
is conſtantly perceived to be the End of all 
Things. Self-love, and Self- will, are ſub- 
dued with much Difficulty and great La- 
bour on Earth; and therefore ſo few at- 
tain to this nobleſt of all Victories. Prac- 
tically to be influenced by this Truth, that 
Gop's Honour and Glory ought alone to 
be exalted, whoſe we are, and by whom 
we ſubſiſt, though ſo reaſonable, ſo evident 

a Truth, that none but Atheiſts can deny 
it, is very rare. The greater Part of the 
Inhabitants, even of Chriſtian Countries, 
trample with Indignation upon this very 
Notion, and refuſe Subjection even to 
thoſe Commands of the moſt high Gop, 
which forbid the groſſeſt Offences. A- 


Fat 
mongſt the Decent and Regular, there is 


no leſs of Selfiſhneſs in another Shape, 
than writh open Sinners. And even with 
Arlt 8 thoſe 


"$56 SERMON XIV: 
thoſe who make Profeſſion of Godlineſs ; 
it is a few only, who with Singleneſs of 
Heart, deſire that Gop may be magnified 
in them, and they in him. Whenever a 
fevere Trial comes; whenever ſomething 
much beloved muſt be given up, or 
ſomething much diſliked muſt be endured : 
Then alas! how is Self- will, and Man's 
: own imaginary Way of ſecuring his own 
Welfare, found to be put in direct Oppo- 
ſition to the Will and Pleaſure of Goo: 
Where the Throne of Gon is, theres is 
uo Tincture of ſuch a: Spirit remaining. 
The Spirits above, are always filled with a 
- lively, powerful Conſciouſneſs, that they 
are nothing, and that God is all in all. 
poſſeſs their perfect Bleſſedneſs, to ſhew 
forth the overflowing Riches of his Grace. 
With delightful Adoration, they acknow- 
ledge themſelves, and all they are, to be the 
abſolute Property of Gop, and expreſſing 
their Renunciation of Themſelves, as hav- 
ing any Will diſtinct from that of Gop, 
. they fay, Thou art worthy, O Lord, to re- 
cerue Glory and Honour and Power, for thou 
haſt created all Things, ' and far thy Pleaſure,” 
TY Rev. iv. 11: 
3 | Fur- 


f RN N W. app 
Further, By the Throne of Gon, we 
‚ may well underſtand, a clear and compre- 

henſive Knowledge of his Excellency 
and Glory. Compare the brighteſt and 
moſt worthy Conceptions you have of 
 Gop,, with his Character as it is 
drawn by the Holy Ghoſt in Scripture. 
Your Ideas of his Wiſdom, or his Power, 
his Goodneſs or his Purity, with what you 
find affirmed concerning each of theſe Per- 
fections, and you will confeſs how very lit- 
te —_ know. of Gop. And even when 
this Knowledge. in your Head, is proved by 
dhe correſpondent Impreſſions, it makes on 
your Heart, and the Attachment it pro- 
duces in you, to the Will of Gop, and his 


Truth, it will be found ſtill more defective. 


In the Heavenly City, theſe Defects and 
— of our Knowledge in the 
Things pertaining to Gop, now ſo hum- 
bling, and ſo mortifying to the Heirs of Sal- 
vation, will be removed. For when that 
- which is perfect is come, that 1which is in 
Hart | ſhall, be done away. 1 Cor. xiii. 10. 
And though now we muſt ſee through a. 
Glaſs darkly, the faithful Soul is no ſooner 
tranſlated to the Manſions above, than; it 


by 
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by a Sort of immediate Inſpection, reſemb- 
ling that with which we are now known of 
Gov: 2 Cor. xiii. 12. Now thofe- that 
| have ever been taught by Experience; the 
inexpreſſible Pleaſure, of having at fome 
favoured : Seaſons, ſtrongly affecting Views 
by Faith of Gop ; who have adored him 
under lively Perceptions of his Wiſdom, 
Power,” and Grace; thoſe only can at all 
conceive, | what Exceſs, what Purity of 
Joy, muſt overflow the immortal Mind, 
when tt ſees the King in his Beauty in the 
Land which is very far off. When every 
Excellency and Perfection, which now ap- 
pears diminiſhed, like the Stars in the Fir- 
mament, into a little Point of Light, 
through our Ignorance and Diſtance from 
Go; - ſhall ſhine e our * its n 
Proportion: 
Thus by the Throne ey Dos; in the 
Heavenly City, we may underſtand the 
continual delightful Perfection and Adora 
tion of Gop, as the Author and the Enid 
of all Things, under the clear, . ; 
Knowledge of his Excellency and Glory. - - 
It is added, and the Throm of the: Land 
ſoall-betn it. What, or who's this Lamb? 
That he is honoured even as the Father: 
That his Throne is mentioned as one and 
| an. 


the 8 1 al 5 ſtradge 
would it be, ſhould any Creature be made 
thus equal with the Creator. But it is not 
ſo. For upon ſearching the Scripture, you 
will find from the Characters given of the 
Lamb by the Prophets, the Apoſtles, and 
from his own Mouth, that he is God of 
God, of one Nature and Subſtance, with 
the Father, that he is honoured with the 
ſame divine Names, and worſhipped with 
ſupreme immediate Adoration, and there- 
fore is to be adored alſo, together with the 
Father to all Eternity. And what deſerves 
in this Place-very particular Obſervation, 
it is not ſaid, the Throne of the Son of 
God, or of the Lord, but the Throne % 
the Lamb ſhall be in it. , 
The Name of the Lamb, was given 4 

him entirely on Account of the ſin-atoninꝭ 
Sacrifice, he made when as a Lamb without 
Spot or Blemiſh he offered himſelf up, 
through the eternal Spirit on the Croſs, 
The Memorial of this his abundant Kind- 
neſs is to remain for ever, and ſo long as 
the Kingdom and Felicity of the Saints 
endure, the meritorous Cauſe of both, 
and the Foundation on which alone they 
ſtand, are built, is continually to be 

209721 00" 


$2 4 


1 9E R MON wv 


seed For by the Throne of the 
Lamb's being there, it is implied, I fuf ppole; 
that the all-ſufficient Efficacy of His Nuo! 
once ſhed,. the Power of his Reſurrection, 
the Succeſs "of his Interpoſition, as the 
Surety and Mediator of all who come to 
Gop by him, are loudly and for ever ac- 
Boes gel. Theſe aſtonifhing Inftances | " 
of his Love, are not only not denied to 
be the Cauſe and Source of all Hap- 
pineſs to Sinners: But the Glory of 
them is not in the leaſt Degree ſhaded 
by any injurious Self-righteous Claim. All 
the Felicity of the Church Triumphant is 
ever enjoyed with unbounded Thankfulneſs 
to Gop the Son, as the Author and Finiſher 
of their Salyation. According to the Senſe 
of that Hymn which is recorded. Rev. v. 
11. 12. V orthy art thou, for. thou waſt | 
flain, and haſt redeemed us to God, 6 e. 
from the Bondage of Sin and Satan) of 
of every Kindred, and Tongue, and People, 
and Nation. Worthy is the Lomb that was. 
flain to receive Power, and Riches, and N. 2 
dom, and Strength, hood Tan, and Chry, | 
and Bleffing. i” | 

This enz of the Glor and Ex- | 
cellency of Gov, and the Lamb, is to be 

the 
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the ſubject Matter of the F elicity of Gop's 
People; in their Heavenly FHabitation. 
The Impreſſion. it will make on them and 
the noble Effects it will produce in them, 

are deſcribed in the following Words. 

Aud his Servants ſhall ferve lim. 

- To be numbered in the Houthold of 
God by. Faith here below, was dearer to 
every Saint, than even Life itſelf. | Rather 
than loſe this Priviledge, ſome of them-in 
the: Days of their Fleſh, were ſlain with 
the Sword. Others were deſtitute, /: af; 
flicted, tormented; all were tried and 
tempted. The Servants of Gad, was their 
Character moſt honourable and diſtinguiſh- 
ed, This they were careful to maintain, by 
uniform perſeyering Obedience to the Au- 
thority and Government of Gop; by re- 
nouncing all Pretenſions to live een 
to their own Eullae 9. in the Way of the 
World. 

| Nevertheleſs W on Earth their beſt 
88 72600 were ſadly defective. Through the 
Weakneſs of the Fleſh, frequently ſtained 
and always ſhort of what the Law of Gop, 
of his Perfections demand. So that it was 
rather the Sincerity of their Intentions,” 
and iy Loyalty of their Hearts, than the 


Ser- 
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Services themſelves, that were regarded. 
Of this the Servants of Gob, are ſo con- 
ſeisus even now, as to entertain very low 
Thoughts of their beſt Attainments:; And 
though/in the Days before their Converſion 
to Gop, they would ſcarce allow, through 
the Blindneſs and Hardneſs of their Hearts 
that even their wilful Tranſgreſſions, de- 
ferved the Wrath of Gop, revealed againſt 
them. Aſter their Converſion, when they 
are really the Servants of Gop, they take 
up the Words of Job, and fay every one; 
FI waſh myſelf with Snow Water, and 
make my Hands never" ſo clean, yet ſhalt thou 
plunge me in the Ditch, and mine own Cloaths 
ſhall abbor me. Job. ix. 30. 41. Behold ? 
Tam vile. They ſee ſo much wanting, fo 
much - amiſs;- ſo little Reſemblance in the 
Spirit of their Minds/-to' that! Jeſus, after 
whoſe-Image-they- are to form themſelves © 
But in the Heavenly City, his Servants 4 
ſerve him, with perfect Alacrity and Per- 
ſeverance. - No Parkneſs or Ignorance re- 
mains in their Underſtanding. They know 
wliom they ſerve, how honourable, how: 
excellent it is to pay Obedience to him in all 
Things. And the ſame Diſcovery of Gp, 


E enlightens their Underſtanding, in- 
flames 
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flames alſo their Affection, and fills em 
with Zeal. to execute the Will of Goo. 

Beſides, they taſte continually the exalted 
Pleaſures, which reſult from doing the Will 
of  Gop,, as it is done in Heaven by the 
Saints, They are no longer burdened with 
that evil Nature, which. whilſt they wers 
in the Body, ſtill luſted againſt the Spirit; 
and occaſioned. the Contradiction between 
their Judgment and their Will: This Body 
of Sin and Death being removed out of the 
Way, they are always active in the Service of 
God, without any Weariſomeneſs or Luke- 
warmneſs. What is declared in the Word 
of our Gon, but now too ſeldom and too 
faintly credited, is the glorious Thought 
which ever poſſeſſes the Inhabitants of 
Heaven, that the Law of the Lord is per- 
fect LiBERTY,. his Service Freedom, and 
Subjection to him greater Honour, than 
uniyerſal Empire. In the laſt Place, what 
adds greatly alſo, to encourage and call forth 
all the Strength of all the Saints in Heaven, 
to ſerye Gop with all Gladneſs, is the 
Judgment and Practice of all about them. 
Nobility of Birth, and ſplendour of Appear- 
ance. at Courts, Courage and Honour in an 
n Wee Gain in a City of Com- 


merce, 
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meree; are not ſo univerſally extolled „ure 
not by ſuch conſtant Diſcourſe repreſented 


as valuable and excellent, as doing the 
Will of Gop, is throughout the whole 


Extent of Heaven. And with what in- 
creaſing Alacrity and Delight do we pur- 
ſue, what we not only feel to be highly 
g. atifying to ourſelves, but what makes 
us at the fame Time, moſt honourable, and | 
acceptable to all around us. 

What has been thus briefly offered, un⸗ 
folds ſomething of the Meaning of the 
Text, and will furniſh you with Hints for 
further Meditation, on the Nature of the . 
Heavenly Happineſs. I proceed, Hy 
II. To make ſome Reflections on "the 4 
Truth, which the Text teaches us. I 
affords an awakening Inſtruction, to the 
ignorant and careleſs Sinner; and ſtrong... _ 
Confolation to every Servant of Gop. For 
from hence you may be perſuaded of the 
abſolute Neceſſity of that Courſe. of Chriſ- 
tian and-Godly Living, which you hear ſo 
continually preſſed in Scripture, and ſo 
vehemently enforced by every faithful Mi- | 
niſte Such x Life is not feqmired of ye 
as proceeding from an arbitrary Injun&ton, 
and the mere Command of — 
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which may or may not be diſpenſed with. 
But it is inſiſted on, as a Courſe of Educa- 
tion, abſolutely needful to form and faſhion 
the Temper and Diſpoſition of the Soul, 
for the Enjoyment and Felicity of the great 
City, the City of the living God. Suppoſe 
a Family born and nur ſed up in the moſt” 
violent Antipathy to the King on the 


Throne, fo ſtrongly attached to a rival 


Power, as to have no Joy, equal to that of 
oppoſing by all Means, the Exerciſe of 
his juſt” Authority, and of vilifying his 
Adminiſtration, and his Friends. Do not 
you ſee in the very Nature of Things, be- 
fore any one of this Family, could be per- 
mitted to dwell near the Throne; before his 
Heart; could have Pleaſure in ſuch a Situa- 
tion, he maſt be made Loyal. Otherwiſe he 
would be ſelf-tormented and miſerable, 
through Want of ſome rebellious Subject 
like himſelf, to whom he might unboſom 
the rankling Enmity concealed within. 
Now this is our ſad Caſe, with Reſpect to 
the King of Heaven. We are all by Nature 
Haters of GoD. For the carnal Mind is 
Enmity againſt God. We all affect what Adam 
did when he fell, and fin after the Simili- 
tude of his Trangreſfion, deſiring to be 


C c like 
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like Gop, above all command and controul. 
Subjection though to an infinitely: wile,” 
tender, and gracious Father, is irkſome and 
galling to us; and however diſſembled and 
diſguiſed, ſo it continues to be, till we are re- 
conciled, till true Repentance towards Gop, 
and Faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, has 
cured the rebellious diſaffected Spirit to- 
wards the moſt High, which was in us. 
And unlets this Spirit is cured, unleſs. we 
are brought before we leave this World, 
to give Glory to the Gon of Heaven, unleſs 
we can now: with thankful Hearts, - ery. 
The Lord is King, the Eartb may be glad 
thereof, we ſhall never with the Inhabitants 
of Heaven fing Hallelujah, for tbe Lord God 
ommnipotent reigneth. For if the Command- 
ments of Gov, if the Voke of Chriſt, are 
grievous till Death, they will continue ſo, to 
all Eternity. If your Spirit does not now 
unfeignedly give Adoration, Love, and Obe- 
dience, whilſt in the Body, it cannot poſ- 
{bly be ever changed. Of Conſequence as 
there is but one Place of Happineſs, ' to 
which you are called, even God's Kingdom 
aud Glary; if you die unqualified ſor this, 
you ean be fit only for the Company and the 
Place, wliere Hatred to, and Rebellion 
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againſt Go rule in every A and that? 
Place 1 is Hell. 

Say not — in thy Heart, * care 
leſs; unconcerned Sinner, Gop's Mercy 
is great. He will be pacified for all my 
* Iniquity,-and though I die with an Heart 
«: full of Love to Sin, unſubdued and un- 
5 changed, yet I ſhall not periſh for ever”. 
Say not ſo, for it is in the Nature of Things 
impoſſible, that dying in this Spirit and 
. Temper, you ſhould ever enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Becauſe if you are 
taved, before you are delivered from your 
Hatred and Contempt of Gop's Govern- 
ment and Law, he muſt not only act in 
Oppoſition to his Juſtice and Holineſs, but 
change alſo the Conſtitution even of Hea- 
ven itſelf. Heaven inſtead of being filled 
withithe Brightneſs of his Glory, and never 
cecaſing Praiſe, muſt abound with the 
Inſolence of Ungodlineſs and Sin; and to- 
gether with the Throne of God, and the 
Lamb, Satan's Throne muſt be erected too. 
-: Let meintreat you to allow this Thought, 
the Conſideration its Truth and Impor- 
tance demands. In Illuſtration of it, remem- 
ber that ãt is impoſſible to diſcharge many 
2 in common Life, without an Edu- 
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* " cation” and Teaching ſuited” to that very 
8 End: Which if neglected too long, would 
you give che whole World, it eannot be 
retrieved. Much more impoſſible is it, to 
aſcend into the Hill of the Lord, and to 
riſe up with all his Saints and Servants, in 
his dwelling Place, unleſs the Heart has 
been firſt touched with Love to his ever- 
L bleſſed Name, practiſed i in all dutiful Obe- 
dience to his Authority, and from thence 
filled with Joy unſpeakable and full of 
_ Glory, to be there where Gop is worthily 
magnified, where without ccafing they cry 
| unto him, Holy, baly, 5 f ts Lig ax . 
of Hz 0. 
It is this Impaſſibility, and a this, 
: . is aſſerted in thoſe moſt awful and 
alarming Scriptures, Except ye repent” and 
: l be Cont xerted, ye ſhall all likew iſe periſh, | 


; Marvel nat that 1 jay unto you, ye muſt be 
barn again. For on this Foundation only, 


. the Neceſfity of Repentance, Converſion, 
i andt the News- birth for every Child of Adam, | 
t ans, vis, That without ſuch a Change as 
ys) Words deſcribe, it is not poſſible to 
5 de a. Servant of Gop, or to dwell ri the 
1 Thigne'" of God, and the Lamb 11 ; 


o 
* 
* . 


SERMYQN XV. 389 
2. What Words of ſtrong Conſolatig are 
rakes to you, who are faithful and obedient 
. Servants af the moſt high God. Who have 
- happily your(clves choſen, and by the laud- 
able Singularity . of a. Chriſtian Canyer- 
ſi + ion ſhew. unto others, the Way of Life, 
Whatever is a Grief and fore Burden, to 
you now to bear, will be abundantly re- 
-rompenſed, when you are exalted. to yaur 
eternal Habitation. Do you now lay to 
Heart, and mourn in Secret, over the 
| 3 Tranſgreſſions committed by the 
Multitude, who outrage God's Grace and 
„Spirit, by living in Uncleanneſs, Injuſtice, 
Prophaneneſs, or Uncharitableneſs? Are 
you afflited to behold the Cowardice of the 
+ pretended. ] F riends of Gop, in their Vin- 
dication of his Honour, and oppoſing his 
Adverſaries? Do theſe Things vex your 
-. righteous Soul, as they did Lot of old ? 
Be comforted with the Thought the Time 
will ſhortly come, when you ſhall _ 
For as the Iſraelites carried by miracu 
lous Grace ſafe over the Red Sea, faw not 
one Egyptian more: So when you are 
brought to the Land wherein dwelleth 
Righteouſneſs, never ſhall your Ears hear, 
or your Eyes bchold any Thing favouring 
of 
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of the leaſt Neglect, Slight, or | Forget- 
fulneſs of Gop. You ſhall mingle amongſt 


the innumerable Myriads, who are all 


zealous for Gop's Glory, as was his dear 
Son, when he drove the Buyers and Sellers 


out of the Temple. Who by every Action, 


dy every Word, by every Lock, ſhall | 
expreſs what is the Joy of your Heart, 
to know; Thine O God, is the Kingühm, the 
Power, and the Glory, from. Everlaſting” 70 
Everlaſting. 

Again, You who are now faithful Ser- 
vants of Gop and the Lamb, feel often 


what all others are Strangers too, yon feel 


much Self-Condemnation and Vileneſs, for 
your low and mean Apprehenſions of Gop, 
for the little and weak Impreſſions his 
infinite Wiſdom, his Love in Chriſt, and 
all his Excellencies make upon you. You 
are aſhamed of the poor Manner in which 
you worſhip him; of your frequent Diſ- 
tractions in Time of Prayer; and confounded 
that you love him no more, and ſerve him 
no better. You aſk nothing this World 
can give you. All you defire is included in 
this ſingle Petition, that you may know the 
eternal Gop and Jeſus Chriſt, whom he 
hath fent. - Tarry thou the Lord's Leiſure, 


and 
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and he ſhall give thee thy Heart's Deſire, 
and fulfill all thy Mind. Shortly you ſhall : 
put off -this earthly Tabernacle, and'with 
it the darkening Medium, through which 
you now behold your Gop. Then you ſhall 
be tranſlated to a Kingdom infinitely friendly 
and favourable, to the ruling Temper 
Spirit of your Mind, a Kingdom 
The Glory of God doth lighten, and the 
Lamb is the Light thereof. 
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